
 

 

Saturday Worship 

Welcome to St. John’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Lancaster  

Rev. Jamie Retallack 
716-848-9683 



 

 



 

 

12th Saturday after Pentecost  
Saturday, August 15, 2026 

 
The Prelude  

 The Greetings 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
whose compassion endures forever. Amen. 

 
Let us confess our sin to God. 

 
Silence for Prayer & Confession 

 
Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot 
free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy 
and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In 
Christ’s name we pray,  Amen. 
 
Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy 
burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, + Son, and 
Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. Amen. 



 

 

Opening Hymn                                                LBW 559 
 

Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 

The Prayer of the Day 
 

God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call 
upon you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with 
compassion and constancy, that your name may be known through-
out the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   Amen. 



 

 

The First Reading 
Isaiah 56:1, 6-8  

 
Thus says the Lord: 

Maintain justice, and do what is right, 
for soon my salvation will come 
and my deliverance be revealed.  

 
And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, 

to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord, 
and to be his servants, 

all who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it 
and hold fast my covenant— 

these I will bring to my holy mountain 
and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 

their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 
will be accepted on my altar, 

for my house shall be called a house of prayer 
for all peoples. 

Thus says the Lord God, 
who gathers the outcasts of Israel: 

I will gather others to them 
besides those already gathered.  

 
This is the Word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 



 

 

 Psalm 67 (NRSV)   
Read Responsively 

 
May God be merciful to us and bless us; 

may the light of God’s face shine upon us. 
 

Let your way be known upon earth, 
your saving health among all nations. 

 
Let the peoples praise you, O God;  

let all the peoples praise you. 
 

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
for you judge the peoples with equity  
and guide all the nations on earth.  

 
Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

let all the peoples praise you. 
 

The earth has brought forth its increase; 
God, our own God, has blessed us. 

 
May God give us blessing, 

and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.  



 

 

The Second Reading 
Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32  

 
[Paul writes] I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no 
means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a 
member of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not rejected his peo-
ple whom he foreknew.  
 
For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. Just as you 
were once disobedient to God but have now received mercy be-
cause of their disobedience, so also they have now been disobe-
dient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they also may 
now receive mercy. For God has imprisoned all in disobedience 
so that he may be merciful to all.  
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 

The Alleluia 



 

 

The Gospel Reading 
Matthew 15:21-28 

Glory to you, O God. 
 

Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Si-
don. Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and 
started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my 
daughter is tormented by a demon.” But he did not answer her at 
all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her 
away, for she keeps shouting after us.” He answered, “I was sent 
only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” But she came and 
knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” He answered, “It is 
not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” She 
said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from 
their masters’ table.” Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is 
your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter 
was healed from that moment.  
 

This is the Word of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 

The Sermon 
Pastor Jamie Retallack 



 

 

Hymn of the Day                                                           WOV 738 
 

Healer of Our Every Ill 

Reprinted with permission under One License #A-740145. All rights reserved. 



 

 

The Sharing of the Peace  
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 

The Apostles’ Creed                                                          
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth.   

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.   
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

and born of the virgin Mary.   
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell.   

On the third day he rose again.   
He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

The Prayers of the Church 
 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. 
All this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 



 

 

The Gathering of the Gifts 

Reprinted with permission under One License #A-740145. All rights reserved. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

The Offertory Prayer 
 
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take 
heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste 
your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit 
abiding with us now and forever.  Amen. 



 

 

The Invitation 

The Communion Blessing 
 

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

Words of  Institution 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took the bread, and 
after giving thanks He broke it, and gave it to his disciples,  saying: Take 
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, poured out for 
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

The Preface 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and gather at your table: 



 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Lord remember us in your kingdom  
and teach us to pray… 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory;  
forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Benediction 

The Sending Prayer  
 
Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our 
hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us 
that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as 
you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 



 

 

Sending  Hymn                                                             LBW 530 
Jesus Shall Reign 

The Sending 
 

Heaven has come near.  
Go, share the good news!  

Thanks be to God.  

 



 

 

The People of St. John’s Welcome You for Worship Today! 

 QR Code for Offering 

Using your camera app you can scan the 
QR code to go to St. John’s donation 

page where you can make a one-time or re-
curring offering! Thank you for giving! 

If you would like a pastoral visit for any reason, please call the office                  
or call Pastor directly on his cell  @ (716) 848-9683.   

Quarterly Statements available upon request.                     
If you would like to receive quarterly                                  

statements by mail, please let the office know. 

Offering 
8/9/2026  
$1925.00 

One Call Now:   If you are not receiving “robo” calls but would like to, please notify 
the office with the best phone number we can use to reach you.  Thank you. 

Office Hours:  
St John’s Lancaster M, W, Th 10am-3pm. 

St John’s Elma Tuesdays 10am-3pm. 

GOT SNEAKERS??? Guiding Eyes for the Blind is having a sneaker 
drive. If you would like to help, please bring in your used/old sneakers and 
deposit them in the receptacle in the Fellowship Hall. Thank you! 

Altar Guild:  Sharon Walker & Carol Graham 
Deacon:  Kathy Snyder 

Ushers:  Greg Wildridge & Rick Tomaszewski 



 

 

BOOK CLUB 
Please join us at the Conference Table downstairs in the  

Chapel Hall at St. John’s Lancaster (using the ramp entrance) 
on Wednesday, August 26th at 2:30 PM to discuss the novel, 

THEO OF GOLDEN, by Allen Levi. 

B*I*N*G*O   

Join us on Friday, August 21st in the Fellowship Hall                                              
for fun, fellowship and prizes! Free to play, and all ages                          

welcome! Doors open at 6:30pm - bingo starts at 7:00pm.                    
Bingo chips, drinks and snacks will be available                                                 

for anyone who doesn't bring their own!  

Congregation Care Committee DATE CHANGE  
will be meeting to cook on August 22nd at 12:30pm.   
We are usually done in about 2 hours. Please join us!   

Everyone is welcome and all help is appreciated!    

We lift up: Tom Morse, Jackie Wolfram, Dave, Sara Hermsmeyer, Arden 
Kruger, Kelly R., Bryce, Mary Anne, Paul Rudz, Rob Webster, Jake, Glo-
ria Richards, Joshua B., Aaron, Sherry, Sean & Nick Roscoe, the Bomp-
cyk family, Clare Hotchkiss, Gary S., Mike, and the family & friends of 
Bob Higgins. 

Thank you to all who made this season’s Prayer Shawl                              
Ministry happen: those who made the shawls, blankets, and 

hats, and those who donated yarn and gift cards. The ministry is 
ALWAYS in need of yarn, so donations are gratefully accepted 

during office hours or on Sundays. Thank you!  



 

 

Ramp Fund  The St John’s Lutheran Young Men association is                             
sponsoring a ramp fund to help offset costs incurred by the Rudz                      
family. We will be matching up to $3000 in donations to the fund.                  

Please use cash, money order, or check to St John’s Lutheran Church 
Lancaster, marked “Ramp” or noted somehow on an envelope.                                               

Thank you very much & God Bless!  LYMA 

Poppi’s Pantry is serving this congregation and residents of the Lancas-
ter Towers  the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month from 11-2. Kindly 
consider donating time to help. There is a sign-up sheet on the door to the 
pantry. Thank you!  

Grape juice & gluten free wafers are available for Communion  

Poppi’s Pantry As we settle into our larger Pantry, we need more help 
than ever to fill the shelves. Anything you can give is greatly appreciated. 
Most needed: cereal, ready-to-eat meals (chili, stew, etc.), canned meats, 
canned fruit, or anything sugar-free. Thank you so much for helping to 
feed those who are experiencing food insecurity! 

Follow us on Facebook @stjohnslancaster  

Collecting Dash’s Register Receipts: Save your Dash’s re-
ceipts and deposit them in the boxes in the Sanctuary or the 

Chapel to benefit Niagara Lutheran Health Services. Thank you! 

Buffalo Bisons Lutheran Night @ Sahlen Field:                                      
Friday, August 21st @ 6:35pm. See flyers for complete details. 

If you would like to go as a group, contact the office. 



 

 

This Week at-a-Glance 



 

 



 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church provides  

an inviting environment for spreading God’s Word                         
through worship, teaching, and fellowship to address                            

the spiritual needs of our congregation and community.  
Open - Inviting - Alive in Christ! 

Pastor Rev. Jamie Retallack (716-848-9683) 
Pastors Emeriti -Rev. John Swanson -Rev. John Scarafia 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church  
55 Pleasant Avenue, Lancaster, NY 14086 

Office 683-8972 (Mon-Wed-Thurs 10am-3pm) 
www.stjohnslanc.org 

stjohnslancaster55@gmail.com 

Bible Passages unless otherwise noted: New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition 
(NRSVUE) Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States 

of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Printed/projected materials used in this bulletin are included by permission of licenses:         
Worship elements: From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All 
rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 

#SAS000634 and  Music: One License #A-740145. All rights reserved. 

Congregation Council 
Janet Sincebaugh (President) 

Carol Graham (Vice-President) 
Karen McClintock (Secretary) 

Kathryn Snyder (Treasurer) 
 Pauline Bauer 

Tom Frost                     
Sam Gierlinger 

RaeAnn Jakubowski 
Marjorie Kruger 

Jeff Miller 
Rich Rice 
Paul Rudz 

Kelly Sieracki 



 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the 
church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. A brief silence. 
 
For believers around the world who stream to your holy moun-
tain, that all be united in faith and harmony in the body of 
Christ. Let your church on earth be a witness to the beloved 
community of your heavenly kingdom. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
For your wondrous creation, that it thrives and flourishes as you 
intend. Raise up wise stewards to defend the natural world 
against carelessness and destruction. Safeguard endangered spe-
cies and their habitats (especially). Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
For the nations of the world and all in authority, that they heed 
the cry of the outcast and ensure care for the most vulnerable. 
Give wisdom to leaders of countries, congregations, and com-
munities, that they lead and serve justly. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
For all who are lonely, grieving, or struggling with chronic pain, 
that they find comfort, community, and hope. Send relief to all 
who struggle with illness of any kind (especially Tom Morse, 
Jackie Wolfram, Dave, Sara Hermsmeyer, Arden Kruger, Kelly 
R., Bryce, Mary Anne, Paul Rudz, Rob Webster, Jake, Gloria 
Richards, Joshua B., Aaron, Sherry, Sean & Nick Roscoe, the 
Bompcyk family, Clare Hotchkiss, Gary S., Mike, Melvinea, and 
the family & friends of Bob Higgins.). Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 



 

 

 
For this congregation, for visitors and those new to this faith 
community, that all may recognize the presence of Christ in each 
new face. Draw this community together in love and strengthen 
it in unwavering faith. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
For the saints before us whose work is done, that their faithful 
example continues to direct your church. May their witness re-
mind us that your gifts and calling are irrevocable, whether in 
life or death. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. 
All this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


