
 

 

Sunday Worship 

Welcome to St. John’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Lancaster  

Rev. Jamie Retallack 
716-848-9683 



 

 

1st Sunday of Advent 
November 27, 2022 

 
The Prelude  

The Greetings  
The Invocation 

 
Opening Hymn                                            ELW 252 

 
Each Winter As the Year Grows Older 
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Confession and Forgiveness  
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.  

 
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 
who alone does wondrous things. 
 
Blessed be God’s name forever. 
Amen. 
 
Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. 
Let us confront our sins, 
and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God of new beginnings, 
we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 
We have strayed from your paths. 
We prepare for war instead of peace. 
We dishonor one another and your creation. 
Purify us with your refining fire 
and set us again on your way of love, 
that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, 
and welcome your coming among us. Amen. 
 
People of God, 
a new thing is growing in our midst, 
a tender branch, a living sign. 
By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 
You have put on + Christ,  
and your sins have been washed away. 
Rejoice in the way of the Lord. Amen. 



 

 

The Prayer of the Day 
 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful 

protection save us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and 

enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live and 

reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-

ever. Amen. 

We praise you, O God, for this circle of light that marks our 
days of preparation for Christ’s advent.  As we light the candles 
on this wreath, kindle within us the fire of your Spirit, that we 
may welcome others as you have welcomed us.  Grant this 
through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day 
draws near.  Amen. 

The Lighting of the Advent Wreath  



 

 

The Hymn of  Praise 



 

 

The First Reading 
 Isaiah 2:1-5 

 
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw  

concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
 

In days to come 
    the mountain of the Lord’s house 

shall be established as the highest of the mountains 
    and shall be raised above the hills; 

all the nations shall stream to it. 
    Many peoples shall come and say, 

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
    to the house of the God of Jacob, 

that he may teach us his ways 
    and that we may walk in his paths.” 

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction 
    and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 

He shall judge between the nations 
    and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 

they shall beat their swords into plowshares 
    and their spears into pruning hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation; 
    neither shall they learn war any more. 

O house of Jacob, 
    come, let us walk 

in the light of the Lord! 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 



 

 

Psalm 122 
(Read Responsively) 

  
I was glad when they said to me, 

“Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 
 

Now our feet are standing 
within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

 
Jerusalem is built as a city 
that is at unity with itself; 

 
to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, 

the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the Lord.  
 

For there are the thrones of judgment, 
the thrones of the house of David. 

 
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 
“May they prosper who love you. 

 
Peace be within your walls 

and quietness within your towers. 
 

For the sake of my kindred and companions, 
I pray for your prosperity. 

 
Because of the house of the Lord our God, 

I will seek to do you good.”   



 

 

The Second Reading 
Romans 13:11-14 

 
Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the mo-
ment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us 
now than when we became believers; the night is far gone; the 
day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put 
on the armor of light; let us walk decently as in the day, not in 
reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, 
not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.  
 

This is the Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 

The Alleluia 



 

 

The Gospel Reading 
Matthew 24:36-44 

Glory to you, O God. 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples,] “About that day and hour no one 
knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of 
the Son of Man. For as in the days before the flood they were 
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the 
day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood  
came and swept them all away, so, too, will be the coming of the 
Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be taken, and 
one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one 
will be taken, and one will be left. Keep awake, therefore, for 
you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But under-
stand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of 
the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and 
would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also 
must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do 
not expect.” 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 

The Sermon 
Rev. Jamie Retallack 



 

 

Hymn of the Day                                                            ELW 436 
 

Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying 
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Prayers of Intercession  
 

As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for 
a world that yearns for new hope. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
God of all, your children everywhere cry out for mercy. Awaken 
the global church to the urgent needs of our time. Break down bar-
riers of culture and custom and unite people of all faiths in your 
redemptive and healing work. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of wonder, the earth’s beauty and abundance is your gift. 
Teach us your ways of sharing resources and caring for life. Guard 
fragile habitats, preserve the wild places, and protect endangered 
plants and animals. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of peace, you judge the nations. Beat our weapons into tools 
for serving the neighbor. Strengthen the resolve of all who work 
for an end to war. We pray for lasting peace in the land of Jesus’ 
birth (other places of conflict may be named). God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of loving kindness, you desire fullness of life for everyone. 
Fill those who hunger. Comfort the grieving and attend to those 
near death. Bring help and hope to any who are sick or needing 
your care (especially Elliana Meyers, Flip Roth, Beatrice Gill, 
Brianna Wood, Edna Mann, Jackie Engelbach-Ugale, George 
Stubblebein, Tom Donhauser, Bernie Lewis, Jim Moon, Nanci 
Schnebly, Gloria Richards, and the family and friends of Art 
Plant). God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 



 

 

 
 
God of community, you are present when we gather in your 
name. Guide congregations in transition or conflict (especially). 
Give wisdom to congregational councils, call committees, and 
ministry leaders. Keep us alert to unexpected opportunities for 
mission. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
God of promise, your goodness is everlasting. We give thanks 
for the lives of the faithful who now rest in you. We trust that 
you will bring us into the company of all the saints with rejoic-
ing. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spir-
it, gather our prayers and join them with the prayers of all your 
children. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 



 

 

The Sharing of the Peace  
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 

The Apostles’ Creed                                                          
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth.   

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.   
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

and born of the virgin Mary.   
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell.   

On the third day he rose again.   
He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

The Prayers of the Church 
 

God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

...God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your 
Spirit, gather our prayers and join them with the prayers of all 

your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 



 

 

The Offertory Hymn 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

The Offertory Music 

The Offertory Prayer 
  

Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of wa-
ter to thirsty ground. Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, 
and money, and make us messengers of your mercy and love 
for all in need of your healing and justice. We ask this through 
Christ our Savior. Amen. 



 

 

The Sanctus 

The Preface  
 
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in 
all places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, Holy Father, 
almighty and ever-living God.  You comforted Your people with 
the promise of the Redeemer, through whom You will also make 
all things new in the day when he comes again to judge the 
world in righteousness.  And so, with the Church on earth and 
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their un-
ending hymn: 



 

 
Words of  Institution 

 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took the 
bread, and after giving thanks He broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples,  saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood, poured out for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

The Invitation 

The Lamb of God 

Communion Music 
LBW 323 



 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Lord remember us in your kingdom  
and teach us to pray… 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory;  
forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Communion Blessing 
 
May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

The Benediction 

The Sending Prayer   
 

Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, 
bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. As we 
wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, sustain 
us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us toward your 
promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 



 

 

Sending Hymn                                                                ELW 246 
 

Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding! 

The Sending 
Go in peace. Christ is near.  

Thanks be to God. 



 

 

Altar Flower Arrangements are $30 (for 2). Available dates: 
12/11, 1/1, 1/15, 1/22, 1/29, 2/5, 2/12, 2/19, 2/26, 3/5, 3/12, 3/19 

The People of St. John’s Welcome You to Worship Today! 

If you would like a pastoral visit for any reason, please call the 
office or call Pastor directly on his cell  @ (716) 848-9683.   

Sunday 11/27 9:00am In person/Streamed Service 
Sunday School 

Sunday 11/27 10:00am Joysingers 

Sunday 11/27 10:30am In person/Streamed Service 

Monday 11/28 4:30pm Guiding Eyes 

Monday 11/28 7:30pm Chordsmen 

Tuesday 11/29 9:30am Quilters 

Tuesday 11/29 7:00pm Narcotics Anonymous 

Tuesday 11/29 7:00pm Council Meeting 

Thursday 12/1 1:00pm Bible Study 

Thursday 12/1 6:30pm Handbell Practice  

Thursday 12/1 7:30pm Choir Practice 

Friday 12/2 7:30pm Narcotics Anonymous 

Saturday 12/3 5:30pm In person Service 

Sunday 12/4 9:00am In person/ Streamed Service 
Sunday School 

Sunday 12/4 10:00am Joysingers 

Sunday 12/4 10:30am In person/ Streamed Service 

This Week at a Glance 



 

 

 QR Code for Offering 

 

We lift up Elliana Meyers, Flip Roth, Beatrice Gill, Brianna 

Wood, Edna Mann, Jackie Engelbach-Ugale, George Stubblebein, 

Tom Donhauser, Bernie Lewis, Jim Moon, Nanci Schnebly, 

Gloria Richards, and the family and friends of Art Plant. 

   Spaghetti Dinner  

Income  1513.00 

Expenses   467.37  

Profit  1045.63 

We are again participating in The Salvation Army Angel Tree 
program, bringing joy to children this Christmas season! Please 
take a tag from the tree and replace it with a star. You can purchase 
the gift listed (or something similar) and then place presents in a 
gift bag with the tag securely attached to the outside. Gifts should 
be returned to church by Sunday, Dec. 11th! Additional gifts may 
be purchased. The greatest need is for infant toys and board games 
for 10-12 year-olds. Envelopes are hanging on the trees for cash or 
check donations (made payable to Salvation Army). Please place 
in the offering plate. Let’s continue to share our blessings! If you 
have questions, call Carol Schwertz at 716-861-1619. 

Using your camera app you can scan the 
QR code to go to St. John’s donation 

page where you can make a one-time or 
recurring offering! Thank you for giving 

to St. John’s Lutheran! 



 

 

Altar Guild 
Cheryl Helwig & Kathy Snyder 

Deacons 
9am  Sam Miller 

10:30am  Kathy Konstabel 
Ushers 

9am  David Rice & Greg Wildridge 
10:30am Bev Hess &  

Rick Tomaszewski 

Lutheran Disaster Response 
Checks or money orders can be sent to: 

Lutheran Disaster Response 
P.O. Box 1809, Merrifield, VA 22116-8009 
Write "Hurricane Ian" on your memo line 

Give by phone 800-638-3522  (M-F, 8a.m.-5p.m. CT) or online.  

Collecting Dash’s Register Receipts 
Save your Dash’s receipts  

and deposit them in the boxes  
in the Memorial Lounge or The Chapel 

To benefit Niagara Lutheran Health Services 

The flowers on the altar this week are in honor of her grandson 
Zach Massino’s birthday from Gloria Jakubowski,                                          

and in memory of her mother Marie Miller from Diane Wnek. 

11/13/2022 
2305.13 



 

 

Holiday Worship  
Schedule 2022-23 

Christmas Eve  
Saturday, December 24th  
@ 6:30pm and 10:30pm 

 Christmas Day  
Sunday, December 25th 

NO SERVICES  

New Year's Eve  
Saturday, December 31st 

NO SERVICES  

New Year's Day  
Sunday, January 1st, 2023  

@ 9:30am. 



 

 

Therefore  
you also  

must be ready,  
for  

the Son of Man  
is coming  
at an hour  

you do not expect. 
Matthew 24:44  



 

 



 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church provides  
an inviting environment for spreading God’s Word                         

through worship, teaching, and fellowship to address                            
the spiritual needs of our congregation and community.  

Open - Inviting - Alive in Christ! 

Congregation Council 
 

Kathy Konstabel, President  
Janet Sincebaugh, Vice-President  

Karen McClintock, Secretary  
Kathryn Snyder, Treasurer 

Linda Dean 
Sam Gierlinger 
Carol Graham 

RaeAnn Jakubowski 
Jamie Kloc 

Samuel Miller 
David Nester 

Rich Rice 
Kelly Sieracki 

Pastor Rev. Jamie Retallack (716-848-9683) 
Pastors Emeriti -Rev. John Swanson -Rev. John Scarafia 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church  
55 Pleasant Avenue, Lancaster, NY 14086 

Office 683-8972 (Mon.—Thurs. 10am-3pm) 
www.stjohnslanc.org 

stjohnslancaster55@gmail.com 
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