Welcome to St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Lancaster

Saturday Worship
Rev. Ashlin Marchese

13th Saturday after Pentecost
September 3, 2022
The Prelude
The Greetings
The Invocation
Opening Hymn

ELW 660
Lift High the Cross

Reprinted with permission under One License #A-740145. All rights reserved.

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who is eager to forgive
and who loves us beyond our days. Amen.
Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this
world as Jesus does. Silence is kept for reflection.
God of mercy and forgiveness,
we confess that sin still has a hold on us. We have harmed
your good creation. We have failed to do justice, love
kindness, and walk humbly with you. Turn us in a new
direction. Show us the path that leads to life. Be our refuge
and strength on the journey, through Jesus Christ, our
redeemer and friend. Amen.
Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven + and you are made
whole. God points the way to new life in Christ, who meets us
on the road. Journey now in God’s abiding love through the
power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
The Prayer of the Day
Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help,
that in all our works, begun, continued, and ended in you, we may
glorify your holy name; and finally, by your mercy, bring us to
everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
The Hymn of Praise (Sing x2)

The First Reading: Deuteronomy 30:15-20
“See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and
adversity. If you obey the commandments of the Lord your
God that I am commanding you today, by loving the Lord your
God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments,
decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become
numerous, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that
you are entering to possess. But if your heart turns away and you
do not hear but are led astray to bow down to other gods and
serve them, I declare to you today that you shall certainly perish;
you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the
Jordan to enter and possess. I call heaven and earth to witness
against you today that I have set before you life and death,
blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your
descendants may live, loving the Lord your God, obeying him,
and holding fast to him, for that means life to you and length of
days, so that you may live in the land that the Lord swore to give
to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.”
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 1(Read responsively)
Happy are they who have not walked
in the counsel of the wicked,
nor lingered in the way of sinners,
nor sat in the seats of the scornful!
Their delight is in the law of the Lord,
and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.

They are like trees planted by streams of water,
bearing fruit in due season,
with leaves that do not wither;
everything they do shall prosper.
It is not so with the wicked;
they are like chaff
which the wind blows away.
Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright
when judgment comes,
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.
For the Lord knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.
Second Reading: Philemon 1-21
Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,
To our beloved coworker Philemon, to our sister Apphia, to our
fellow soldier Archippus, and to the church in your house:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.
I thank my God always when I mention you in my prayers, because I hear of your love for all the saints and your faith
toward the Lord Jesus. I pray that the partnership of your faith
may become effective as you comprehend all the good that
we share in Christ. I have indeed received much joy and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints have
been refreshed through you, my brother.

For this reason, though I am more than bold enough in Christ to
command you to do the right thing, yet I would rather appeal to
you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old man and
now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am appealing to you for
my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during my imprisonment. Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful to you and to me. I am sending him, that is, my own
heart, back to you. I wanted to keep him with me so that he
might minister to me in your place during my imprisonment for
the gospel, but I preferred to do nothing without your consent in
order that your good deed might be voluntary and not something
forced. Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for
a while, so that you might have him back for the long term, no
longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother—
especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh
and in the Lord.
So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would
welcome me. If he has wronged you in any way or owes you anything, charge that to me. I, Paul, am writing this with my own
hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even
your own self. Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in
the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. Confident of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will do even more
than I ask.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Alleluia

The Gospel Reading
Luke 14:25-33
Glory to you, O Lord
Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus], and he turned
and said to them, “Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and
even life itself, cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not carry
the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. For which of
you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete
it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to
finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first
and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the
one who comes against him with twenty thousand? If he cannot,
then while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and
asks for the terms of peace. So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The Sermon - Pastor Ashlin Marchese

Hymn of the Day
"Take Up Your Cross," the Savior Said
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Prayers of Intercession
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread,
so let us gather our prayers for the church, those in need, and all
of God’s good creation.
A brief silence.
We pray for the church around the world and for the mission of
the gospel. Refresh the hearts of your people, deepen our understanding of every good thing we share, and strengthen our partnerships in the faith. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
For the well-being of the earth and all its creatures: for trees and
forests, for all that will yield fruit this season, and for streams and
other bodies of water. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
For the nations and those in authority: for the elected leaders of
our towns, states, and country, and for international organizations.
Grant wisdom to those who govern and raise up citizens who
make decisions in the best interest of their neighbors. God of
grace,
hear our prayer.
For all in need: for those who suffer from disease, who struggle
with homelessness or food insecurity, for those whose family life
is difficult, and for all in this community who need your care
(especially Elliana Meyers, Flip Roth, Beatrice Gill, Debby Taylor, Brianna Wood, Doris Moranski, Janet, & for the family and
friends of Melvin Girardin, Bob Gozdziak, and Jean Siebert). God
of grace,
hear our prayer.

For this community of faith: for all our labors—begun, continued, and ended in you—that they glorify your holy name. Bless
your people with the strength to live into their many vocations
for the sake of the world. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
We give thanks for the saints who now rest from their labors
(especially Peter Claver, priest and missionary). Give us faith,
like them, to love you with all our hearts, and by your mercy,
bring us to everlasting life. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit,
gracious God, we offer these and all our prayers to you; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
The Prayers of the Church
God of grace, hear our prayer.
...Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit,
gracious God, we offer these and all our prayers to you;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
The Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

The Gathering of the Gifts

The Offertory Prayer
Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our
needs. Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing, and make us
ready to share with all in need; through Jesus Christ, who sets a
table for all. Amen.
The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Preface
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. Fulfilling the
promise of the resurrection, you pour out the fire of your Spirit,
uniting in one body people of every nation and tongue. And so,
with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with
angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:

Words of Institution
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took the
bread, and after giving thanks He broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my
blood, poured out for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
The Invitation
The Communion Blessing
May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Lord remember us in your kingdom
and teach us to pray…
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory;
forever and ever. Amen.

The Sending Prayer

God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this
meal with bread for the journey. Give us your grace on the road
that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the sake of Jesus
Christ, our Lord. Amen.

The Benediction

Sending Hymn

Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus
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The Sending
Go in peace, with Christ beside you.
Thanks be to God.

The People of St. John’s Welcome You to Worship Today!
Beginning September 11th, St John’s will resume a “regular”
worship schedule: Saturdays @ 5:30pm, & Sundays @ 9am &
10:30am. Sunday School will also resume @ 9am on Sundays.
Bible Study @1pm Thursdays
resuming on September 8th with the Book of Genesis
This Week at a Glance
Sunday

9/4

9:30am

In person/Streamed Service

Monday
Monday
Monday
Tuesday
Thursday

9/5
9/5
9/5
9/6
9/8

4:30pm
5:15pm
7:30pm
7:00pm
1:00pm

Guiding Eyes
LYMA Golf
Queen City Chordsmen
Narcotics Anonymous
Bible Study

Thursday

9/8

6:30pm

Handbell Practice

Thursday

9/8

7:30pm

Choir Practice

Friday

9/9

7:30pm

Narcotics Anonymous

Saturday

9/10

11:00am

Wheelchair Football Practice

Saturday

9/10

5:30pm

In person Service

Sunday

9/11

9:00am

Sunday

9/11

10:30am

In person/ Streamed Service
Sunday School
In person/ Streamed Service

We pray for Elliana Meyers, Flip Roth, Beatrice Gill, Debby
Taylor, Brianna Wood, Doris Moranski, Janet, & for the family
and friends of Melvin Girardin, Bob Gozdziak, and Jean Siebert.
The flowers on the altar this week are in memory of wife
Marlene Stutzman from Roy Stutzman and family.
Deacon
Sam Miller
Ushers
Beverly Hess & Rich Rice
8/28/2022: $1539.93
If you would like a pastoral visit for any reason, please call the
office or call Pastor directly on his cell @ (716) 848-9683.
SAVE THE DATE
Fellowship Event/Dinner Theater
October 23rd, 2022
More information to come
Altar Flower Arrangements are $30 (for 2). To dedicate
flowers please continue to use the envelopes provided at the
church, contact the church office either by phone 716-683-8972
or by email at stjohnslancaster55@gmail.com. All dedications
must be submitted and paid for by the Monday before the
dedication date. Available dates: 9/25, 10/2, 10/9, 10/23, 11/6,
11/13, 11/20, 11/27.
BOOK CLUB
Please join us in the Memorial Lounge
on Thurs, Sept. 29th at 7:00 PM
to discuss Christina Baker Kline’s novel, THE EXILES

MISSION STATEMENT
St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church provides
an inviting environment for spreading God’s Word
through worship, teaching, and fellowship to address
the spiritual needs of our congregation and community.
Open - Inviting - Alive in Christ!
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