Welcome to St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Lancaster

Sunday Worship
Rev. Jamie Retallack
716-848-9683

15th Sunday after Pentecost
September 18, 2022

Opening Hymn

The Prelude
The Greetings
The Invocation
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Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who is eager to forgive
and who loves us beyond our days. Amen.
Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this
world as Jesus does. Silence is kept for reflection.
God of mercy and forgiveness,
we confess that sin still has a hold on us. We have harmed
your good creation. We have failed to do justice, love
kindness, and walk humbly with you. Turn us in a new
direction. Show us the path that leads to life. Be our refuge
and strength on the journey, through Jesus Christ, our
redeemer and friend. Amen.
Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven + and you are made
whole. God points the way to new life in Christ, who meets us
on the road. Journey now in God’s abiding love through the
power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
The Prayer of the Day
God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love
for one another. Keep our feet from evil paths. Turn our minds
to your wisdom and our hearts to the grace revealed in your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

The Hymn of Praise

The First Reading
Amos 8:4-7
Hear this, you who trample on the needy,
and bring to ruin the poor of the land,
saying, “When will the new moon be over
so that we may sell grain,
and the Sabbath,
so that we may offer wheat for sale?
We will make the ephah smaller and the shekel heavier
and practice deceit with false balances,
buying the poor for silver
and the needy for a pair of sandals
and selling the sweepings of the wheat.”
The Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob:
Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 113 (Read responsively)
Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants of the Lord;
praise the name of the Lord.
Let the name of the Lord be blessed,
from this time forth forevermore.
From the rising of the sun to its going down
let the name of the Lord be praised.
The Lord is high above all nations;
God’s glory above the heavens.
Who is like the Lord our God,
who sits enthroned on high,
but stoops to behold
the heavens and the earth?
The Lord takes up the weak out of the dust
and lifts up the poor from the ashes,
enthroning them with the rulers,
with the rulers of the people.
The Lord makes the woman of a childless house
to be a joyful mother of children. Hallelujah!

Second Reading
1 Timothy 2:1-7
First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions,
and thanksgivings be made for everyone, for kings and all who
are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable
life in all godliness and dignity. This is right and acceptable before God our Savior, who desires everyone to be saved and to
come to the knowledge of the truth. For
there is one God;
there is also one mediator between God and humankind,
Christ Jesus, himself human,
who gave himself a ransom for all
—this was attested at the right time. For this I was appointed a
herald and an apostle (I am telling the truth; I am not lying), a
teacher of the gentiles in faith and truth.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Alleluia

The Gospel Reading: Luke 16:1-13
Glory to you, O Lord
Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had
a manager, and charges were brought to him that this man was
squandering his property. So he summoned him and said to him,
‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an accounting of
your management because you cannot be my manager any longer.’ Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that
my master is taking the position away from me? I am not strong
enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. I have decided what to
do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may welcome me into their homes.’ So, summoning his master’s debtors
one by one, he asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said to him,
‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’ Then he
asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A
hundred containers of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill
and make it eighty.’ And his master commended the dishonest
manager because he had acted shrewdly, for the children of this
age are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than
are the children of light. And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone they
may welcome you into the eternal homes.
“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much, and
whoever is dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. If,
then, you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who
will entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not been
faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what is
your own? No slave can serve two masters, for a slave will either hate the one and love the other or be devoted to the one and
despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.”
This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

The Sermon: Pastor Jamie Retallack
Hymn of the Day
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Baptisms

Prayers of Intercession
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread,
so let us gather our prayers for the church, those in need, and all
of God’s good creation.
A brief silence.
God our Savior, you keep your church in faith and truth. Accompany those preparing for baptism or affirmation of baptism. Enlighten preachers, teachers, seminarians, and all those who share
your good news with the world. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Divine teacher, you instruct your children to be responsible stewards of your creation. Show us how best to care for the earth and
its resources, and guide those who work to develop sustainable
practices. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Ruler of the nations, you direct those in authority. Give leaders
wisdom and compassion so that all may live in peace. Inspire
public servants to follow the example of courageous leaders
(especially Dag Hammarskjöld) and safeguard the dignity of each
person. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Helper of the needy, you lift up those who are oppressed. Breathe
justice into economic and social systems that perpetuate poverty
and hunger. Sustain food ministries, clothing banks, and emergency shelters and those on our prayer list: Elliana Meyers, Flip
Roth, Beatrice Gill, Debby Taylor, Bernie Lewis, Jackie Engelbach-Uqale, Leah McCormack, & the family and friends of Melvin Girardin, Bob Gozdziak, and Jean Siebert. ). God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Sustainer and giver of life, you bless this congregation with
abundance. Instruct us in the proper and faithful use of wealth
and resources, that we share generously. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
God of glory, you gather your saints around your throne. Keep
us thankful for the witness of those who have gone before us
(especially), and bring us with them to the heavenly feast that
has no end. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit,
gracious God, we offer these and all our prayers to you; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
The Prayers of the Church
God of grace, hear our prayer.
...Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit,
gracious God, we offer these and all our prayers to you;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
The Sharing of the Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

The Offertory Music
The Offertory Hymn

The Offertory Prayer
Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our
needs. Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing, and make us
ready to share with all in need; through Jesus Christ, who sets a
table for all. Amen.
The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Preface
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. Fulfilling the
promise of the resurrection, you pour out the fire of your Spirit,
uniting in one body people of every nation and tongue. And so,
with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with
angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:

The Sanctus

Words of Institution
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took the
bread, and after giving thanks He broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my
blood, poured out for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
The Invitation
The Lamb of God

Communion Music
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The Communion Blessing
May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
Lord remember us in your kingdom
and teach us to pray…
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory;
forever and ever. Amen.
The Sending Prayer
God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this
meal with bread for the journey. Give us your grace on the road
that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the sake of Jesus
Christ, our Lord. Amen.
The Benediction

Sending Hymn
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The Sending
Go in peace, with Christ beside you.
Thanks be to God.

The People of St. John’s Welcome You to Worship Today!
Baptism Blessings today for
Jameson & Lachlan Krathaus and their family.
This Week at a Glance
Sunday

9/18

9:00am

Sunday

9/18

10:30am

Monday
Monday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Tuesday

9/19
9/19
9/20
9/20
9/20

4:30pm
5:15pm
9:30am
7:00pm
7:30pm

In person/Streamed Service
Sunday School
In person/Streamed Service
Baptisms
Guiding Eyes
LYMA Golf
Quilters
Narcotics Anonymous
Queen City Chordsmen

Thursday

9/22

1:00pm

Bible Study

Thursday

9/22

6:30pm

Handbell Practice

Thursday

9/22

7:30pm

Choir Practice

Friday

9/23

7:30pm

Narcotics Anonymous

Saturday

9/24

11:00am

Wheelchair Football Practice

Saturday

9/24

5:30pm

In person Service

Saturday

9/24

3:00pm

Guiding Eyes Training

Sunday

9/25

9:00am

Sunday

9/25

10:30am

In person/ Streamed Service
Sunday School
In person/ Streamed Service
Baptism

If you would like a pastoral visit for any reason, please call the
office or call Pastor directly on his cell @ (716) 848-9683.
We pray for Elliana Meyers, Flip Roth, Beatrice Gill, Debby
Taylor, Bernie Lewis, Jackie Engelbach-Uqale, Leah
McCormack, & the family and friends of Melvin Girardin, Bob
Gozdziak, and Jean Siebert.
The flowers on the altar this week are for blessings received and
in memory of Dorothea Konstabel from the Konstabel family.
Altar Flower Arrangements are $30 (for 2). To dedicate
flowers please continue to use the envelopes provided at the
church, contact the church office either by phone 716-683-8972
or by email at stjohnslancaster55@gmail.com. All dedications
must be submitted and paid for by the Monday before the
dedication date. Available dates: 10/2, 10/9, 10/23, 11/6, 11/13,
11/20, 12/4, 12/11, 12/25
9/11/2022: $2760.00
Deacons
9am Sam Miller
10:30am Sam Gierlinger
Ushers
9am David Rice & Rich Rice
10:30am Beverly Hess & Virginia Graham
BOOK CLUB
Please join us in the Memorial Lounge
on Thurs, Sept. 29th at 7:00 PM
to discuss Christina Baker Kline’s novel, THE EXILES

Committees Forming and Reforming
When it comes to the Church it’s not the Pastor or the council that
determines our success it’s the whole body of Christ, the congregation. With that in mind we are starting a few new committees
and reforming some old ones. This is a great opportunity to get
involved, share your skills and help St. John’s be the best it can
be. On October 16th we will have “Sign-up Sunday” where we
will be encouraging everyone to consider signing up for one of
these committees. Without further ado here are the committees:
•

•

•

•

•

Sunday School- Helping our Sunday School offer the best
Christian education it can
Youth And Family- Planning and leading events and activities
for our youth as well as young families
Worship and music- Helping enliven our services with fresh
ideas for our music as well as our worship
Property- Helping to take care of the property we are blessed
with, including the grounds and our buildings.
Congregational Care- helping to care for our members in
need, as well as social events
New Member Sunday - October 23rd

If you have been worshiping with us (doesn’t matter how long)
and would like to become an official member of the congregation, October 23rd is the day. At both services we will be welcoming new members and celebrating them joining us in our
mission in Christ. We will have coffee and snacks between the
services, so we invite you to stay after the 9:00 service, or come
a bit early to the 10:30. It’s also a good opportunity to invite a
friend or family member who may be looking for a Church. If
you have never joined as an official member and would like to,
then please let the Church office know.

The Queen City Chordsmen Barbershop Chorus
Will be performing a concert
October 22nd @ 7pm here @ St John’s
Admission is a free-will offering
Refreshments will follow the concert
A quartet will be performing a sample on
October 9th during the 10:30am service
SAVE THE DATE
Fellowship Event/Dinner Theater
October 23rd, 2022
Flyers available for more information
Collecting Dash’s Register Receipts
Save your Dash’s receipts
and deposit them in the boxes
in the Memorial Lounge or The Chapel
To benefit Niagara Lutheran Health Services
Follow us on Facebook @stjohnslancaster
Bible Study @1pm Thursdays

Lutheran Disaster Response: Eastern Europe Crisis

Checks or money orders can be sent to:
Lutheran Disaster Response
P.O. Box 1809, Merrifield, VA 22116-8009
Write "Eastern Europe Crisis Response" on your memo line
Give by phone 800-638-3522 (M-F, 8a.m.-5p.m. CT) or online.

MISSION STATEMENT
St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church provides
an inviting environment for spreading God’s Word
through worship, teaching, and fellowship to address
the spiritual needs of our congregation and community.
Open - Inviting - Alive in Christ!
Pastor Rev. Jamie Retallack (716-848-9683)
Pastors Emeriti -Rev. John Swanson -Rev. John Scarafia
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
55 Pleasant Avenue, Lancaster, NY 14086
Office 683-8972 (Mon.—Thurs. 10am-3pm)
www.stjohnslanc.org
stjohnslancaster55@gmail.com
Congregation Council
Kathy Konstabel, President
Janet Sincebaugh, Vice-President
Karen McClintock, Secretary
Kathryn Snyder, Treasurer
Linda Dean
Sam Gierlinger
Carol Graham
RaeAnn Jakubowski
Jamie Kloc
Samuel Miller
David Nester
Rich Rice
Kelly Sieracki
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