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Mission Statement
St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church provides an
inviting environment for spreading God’s Word through
worship, teaching and fellowship to address the
spiritual needs of our congregation and community.
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Pastor’s Message
From Pastor Jamie
As far back as I can remember I’ve had Christmas eve
traditions. We would Go to My Aunt and Uncles hose after supper. They always had the best cookies. Then we’d
go home get ready and head off to the late night Christmas eve service. Eventually when by bother got a car we
added go to Denny’s after church to the list of traditions
(Its where they go in The Santa Clause). But then I
moved to seminary. Living in south central Pennsylvania
with Church responsibilities made continuing most of
the old traditions hard. We still went to church of course
but Olivia and I began our own traditions. Eventually we
moved back to Buffalo and started a new tradition, I
would make Chili and Olivia and our families would eat
together at Church between my early and late services.
Once Drake came along there were a whole bunch of
new traditions that got added to the chili dinner. You
may have noticed that through all those changes one tradition remained the same, going to church. I’m sure
many of you have similar stories. That through all the
changes that have come along in your life Christmas eve
church has been a regular tradition. But this year will be
4

different. We won’t be filling our sanctuary with carols
and candles. To be sure we will have service, online and
in the parking lot, but it will be different. For me Church
on Christmas eve has been home. With that in mind I
cant help but think that we will be living into the Christmas story in a new way this year.
Luke21-7: In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree
that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world.
This was the first census that took place while Quirinius
was governor of Syria.) And everyone went to their own
town to register.
So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he
belonged to the house and line of David. He went there to
register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to
him and was expecting a child. While they were there, the
time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to
her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and
placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room
available for them.
Mary and Joseph packed up and left their home. Mary
was of course pregnant and travel in those days was
time consuming and difficult. She had to have known
she would give birth over the course of the trip. And she
knew that the child she was carrying was the son of
God. So it was that she and Joseph were away from
home waiting for the son of God to arrive. Our Christ5

mas experience will mirror theirs in many ways. Here
we are, away from our church home waiting for the
Christmas miracle. I don’t think it’s an accident or happenstance that God picked that moment to send his Son
into the world. God picked a time when Mary and Joseph
were away from home. I think God did so to make it
clear that no matter where we are Jesus is coming. On
the road in a manger, Jesus is there, at home participating in church over youtube, Jesus is there, in a parking
lot listening to service over the radio Jesus is there.
This year will be different in many ways, so many traditions will take a year off. But Jesus entering our world,
our lives never takes a year off. Jesus will find us no
matter where we are, travel for a census couldn’t stop
Jesus and neither will a pandemic. As we prepare for the
Christmas miracle know that no earthly event can stop
the arrival of Jesus. Jesus will be here soon, prepare the
way of the LORD.
Peace,

Jamie
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Council Corner
A Message from Council
Hello and welcome to Council Corner,
The end of a calendar year is often a time for reflection
of where we are, where we have been and where we are
headed and this year is no different. I'm sure you would
agree that no one could have predicted the year that was
2020 and all that has transpired since March when our
world changed dramatically as we entered into a worldwide pandemic.
Under the leadership and direction of Pastor we have
continued to meet on a regular basis to ensure the needs
of the church and members were being met with a goal
to do everything within our power to keep our congregation safe. While many changes have occurred we continue to have regular worship schedules, confirmation and
Sunday school classes have resumed albeit in a different
venue and we continue to be blessed with a membership who continues to give and support us during these
difficult times.
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While it would be easy to focus on what we are missing
or what we have lost the Council along with Pastor continue to focus on all we have accomplished and how
blessed we are that as we enter 2021 our future remains
bright and St. Johns remains open, inviting and alive in
Christ!
As we enter the holiday season we give thanks for all we
are, all we have been and for all we continue to be as we
move forward into 2021.
Wishing each of you a joyous and safe holiday season.

Congregation council
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Announcements
Updates and Information
Prayer Shawl Ministry– Thank you for all your help
and donations over the past year. Donations are gratefully accepted. If you would like to help please contact
674-6293. Thanks and God Bless, Cindy Jo.

Salvation Army Angel Tree- The need for joy is greater
than ever this year! Due to coronavirus precautions, we
will be giving gifts in a different way. St. John’s will be
spreading some Christmas love by participating in a virtual toy drive for The Salvation Army to benefit local
children. There are several options to choose from:
Toy registries are available at Target and Walmart. You
can go to either registry online and purchase any items
of your choice listed on the registry. Have your gifts
shipped to:
The Salvation Army Buffalo Area Services
960 Main Street
Buffalo, NY 14202
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Salvation Army Angel Tree con’t- To access the Target
Registry – Go to target.com and click on registry. At the
bottom of the page, click on search for an organization.
Type in Salvation Army Buffalo Area Services. Click on
View Registry. To access the Walmart Registry – Go to
Walmart.com/registry/registryforgood. Scroll down to
Find a cause in your community. Continue to scroll
down and you will see Nearby Causes. Look for Angel
Tree of Buffalo, NY – Salvation Army Buffalo Area Services. Click on that to view the registry.
OR
You can select toys from any of the following 3 locally
owned stores:
Clayton’s Toys - 5225 Main Street, Williamsville 716633-1966
The TreeHouse Toy Store – 793 Elmwood Avenue,
Buffalo 888-882-1322
The Toy Loft – 719 Main Street, East Aurora 716-6523277
These stores will all be having pick ups from the Salvation Army. You can call the store or stop in to purchase
any item you would like to donate. They will put the
item in a Salvation Army bin. There is no specific registry at any of these stores. The greatest need is for boys,
age 10-12.
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Salvation Army Angel Tree con’tOR
You can always donate money directly to the Salvation
Army by mailing your donation to the address listed
above.
All gifts must be received at Salvation Army by Friday, December 11th.
Thanks to all! Let’s share our blessings!
If you have questions, call Carol Schwertz 861-1619.
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Due to the rising numbers of COVID-19 cases in Erie
County we have decided to put in person services on
hold until further notice.
We will still have the Drive in service at 9:00am Sunday,
and the 10:30am service will be online only. We are
aware the past few weeks there have been issues with
the service streaming properly and we are working on
fixing them. So the worship schedule is:
9:00am Drive in service with communion
10:30am Online service (view here: https://
www.stjohnslanc.org/live-streams)
You can continue to bring your offering into the 9:00am
service, leave it in our mailbox, or donate online
here: https://www.stjohnslanc.org/online-giving

Change to office hours:
Abby will be working remotely beginning Monday, November 23rd until further notice. We have set up a callforwarding system so she will be able to answer the
church phone from home. If you would like to visit the
office in person please make an appointment, otherwise phone call hours will be Mondays 9am-noon, and
Tuesday-Thursdays 9am to 2pm.
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Sanctuary Open Tuesday Evenings:
If you would like to use the sanctuary as a space to pray
or receive the communion elements, it will be made
available by appointment only on Tuesday evenings.
Please contact Pastor at 848-9683.
If you or anyone you know would like to receive a call
from Pastor please let the office know.

Christmas Services Schedule

Blue Christmas– Monday, December 21st @ 5:30pm,
online

Christmas Eve– Thursday December 24th
@ 5:30pm (outside)
@ 7:30pm (online)
@ 10:30pm (outside)
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Special Messages
From members of our congregation
People of St Johns: We miss seeing your beautiful smiling faces. Hope we can be together soon. We also hope
you are all well and safe. We haven't missed an online
service and like the encouraging words Pastor Jamie and
Pastor John say to us. This will end. We can do this.
-Harvey & Audrey Nagel
Dear Friends, I am excited and relieved to announce that my
first (and probably only) book, "Examining the Evidence:
Tough Questions That Ask Why Christians Believe What They
Believe," is now available on Amazon. This is a collection of
seven sermons, with introductory material to each sermon.
The book focuses on the following seven questions: "Does God
exist?", “Creation: How Did We Get Here?”, “Can the Christian
Scriptures Be Trusted?”, “Who Is Jesus?”, “Is Jesus the Only
Savior?”, "Did Jesus Really Rise From the Dead?", and “Is
There Life After Death?” If interested, enter Amazon.com/
books into your browser. Type my name, Randy Milleville, into
the search area. That will take you to the page where you can
learn more. 45% of royalties, will go to Lake Chautauqua
Lutheran Center (LCLC) and 45% to Zion Lutheran Church,
Clarence Center.
-Pastor Randy P. Milleville 14

Several months ago, when we first responded to the Covid 19
Pandemic, we were given some advice: “Don’t obsess about
the news. It’ll drive you crazy. Just follow the guidelines, and
you’ll be fine; we’ll get through this.” This seemed like good
advice, so I followed it. To this, I personally added (or maybe I
[finally!] ) listened to others whom I respect, “Keep yourself
healthy; exercise; be more patient at this time; try to be “extra
kind” to others; be grateful for all that you have and for all
that you are, and for all that you can be; volunteer; PRAY!;
keep in touch with friends and loved ones, any way that you
can; do everything the local and national leaders suggest or require; PRAY!; try to find a way to help others; RELAX; “clean
your heart”, your mind, your ways of dealing with people—
make your interactions with others positive; do, and think,
and act and talk in ways you haven’t done, thought, acted, or
talked before; PRAY!; So I followed this advice, too. Then it
occurred to me: All of this is in Scripture. ALL of it. And
more. People who know the Bible much better than I can tell
exactly where, and the context, and related lessons, and so
forth. So let’s just follow Scripture. And “we’ll be fine”. Of
course, Scripture says much more. The most salient to me is
from John 8:22-24 You are of this world; I am not of this
world. This is often mis-quoted as, “......be in this world, but
not of it.......” My family’s and my message of Hope and Encouragement to you and your loved ones then is, “Read your
Bible”! You’ll find all the hope, encouragement, and much
more, there. “But as for me and my house, we will serve the
Lord” (Josh. 24:15, NKJV)
-John Yarrington, Linh Thi Hoa Yarrington
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Hello to all! A couple quotes to share: "If you want to,
you can find a million reasons to hate life and be angry
at the world. Or, if you want to, you could find a million
reasons to love life and be happy. Choose wisely." "Just
when life tries to overwhelm you, God's grace is there to
pick you up." We miss everyone and hope that you are
doing well. Stay positive and healthy!
-Carol & Gary Schwertz

In Loving Memory of Larona Kunselman:

Thank you to all the wonderful members of St. John’s
Lutheran hurch who reached out to our family with
sympathy and love during our loss. Larona will live on
in our hearts and fond memories.
-Charles R. Kunselman
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Congrats Grads!
Let’s celebrate our graduates!
Lindsay A. Miller, daughter of Samuel Miller and Patty
Rose, is a graduating senior from Lancasater High
School where she is a varsity cheerleader and past
officer of the Lancaster Healthcare Academy. She
currently works for Catholic Health and will be
attending D'Youville College in the fall majoring in the
Physician's Assistant program.

Marcianna Rogacki, Graduating from Depew High
School with an Advance Regents Diploma , Careers
Technical Education. Attend Buffalo State College in
August for Childhood Education.
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Cooper Zak is son of Danielle & Eric Zak and grandson of
Sandy & Donald Hauser. Cooper enjoyed volunteering his
time when he could helping with Sunday School as well
as other Youth Events and Church Events like the craft
shows, Trunk-Or-Treat, and spaghetti dinners to name a
few. This year, Cooper is graduating from Lancaster
High School. Cooper plans on attending Alfred State
College in the Fall to study Electrical Engineering and he
will be running for the Pioneers Indoor and Outdoor
Track Team.
Noah Bartos is a high school graduate from Lancaster
Central School District Class of 2020! Noah studied
abroad during his junior year of high school in
Nuremburg, Germany and received his certificate of
Biliteracy along with being part of German Honor
Society while at Lancaster. He is also graduating from
the Project Lead the Way (PLTW) Academy in Lancaster
with Honors. He will be graduating virtually with the
rest of his class on June 26th and will be attending
Baldwin Wallace University in Brea, Ohio in the fall to
study Physics/Engineering along with playing D3
lacrosse in the NCAA. We are very proud of Noah and
his accomplishments!
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Baptisms
During COVID-19
Elizabeth Burry was baptized on August 9th, 2020.
Lettie Nikole Burry was baptized on August 9th, 2020.
Gracelyn Kenslie Madison was baptized on October 4th, 2020
Aurora Ann Klinger was baptized on November 8th, 2020

19

Weddings
During COVID-19
Christopher Michael Galletta and Ashley Victoria
Fros celebrated their marriage on March 1st, 2020.
Garth Wisdom and Jennifer Wiggins celebrated their
marriage on September 22nd, 2020.
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Funerals
During COVID-19
Bonnie Campisaon passed away on August 19th, 2020.
Larona Kunselman passed away on August 19th, 2020.
Marguerite Meyer passed away on September 12th, 2020.
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Confirmation
During COVID-19
Regina Cinotti
Miia Dembski,
Samantha Gierlinger,
Nicholas Jacobs,

and Landyn Andrew Rogacki

Made their confirmation on
Sunday, October 25th, 2020
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Birthdays
During COVID-19
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Anniversaries
During COVID-19
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Prayer List
Known to be hospitalized or in need of prayers

Robert Scheifla, Elliana Meyers, Bob
Simonson, Zach, Cindy DellaSala, Dan
DellaSala Jr. John- Paula- Amanda -and
Gianna Swetland, Kevin Terry, Richard
(Dicky) Sack, Jim Moon, Ann Garbutt
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Yellow Pages
and staff
Yellow Pages
Bunny Boteler Bunny’s Motor Sports (small engine repair) 684-7650
807-5732
Julie Buccieri Lancaster Lady Monsters (youth lacrosse
league)
674-7259
Mike Durkin HDE Electric
Darlene Kramer Cleaning & Laundry, Errands

937-4179

David Nester Handyman

681-9716

Rachel Poss Partylite Candles & Gifts/Parties

491-4393

Christine Ruffner Usborne Children’s Educational Books

656-2056

Michael Sheehan Computer & Software Sales

937-9815

Tim Stranc (TSAir) Heating & Air-Conditioning

684-9854

Brian Makey Thrivent Financial Representative

714-9852

Anthony Santucci Walden Auto Sales & Service

683-2901

Staff Members
Rev. Jamie Retallack Pastor

848-9683

Rev. John Swanson Pastor Emeritus
Rev. John Scarafia Pastor Emeritus
Dr. Vicky Chang Director of Music

Donna McGrew Financial Secretary
Abby Mandris Church Secretary

860-7881
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