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Mission Statement
St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church provides an inviting environment for
spreading God’s Word through worship, teaching and fellowship to address
the spiritual needs of our congregation and community.

Table of Contents

Worship Services

Incoming Pastor

SUMMER WORSHIP

Rev. Jamie Retallack

Saturday 5:30pm

848-9683

Message from
Pr. Jamie

3

Global Mission
ELCA

4

Message from
Bishop Eaton

6

June Participation Schedule

7

Announcements

8-13

Monday– Thursday

Council Corner

14

683-8972

15-17

stjohnslancater55@gmail.com

Birthdays/

Sunday 9:30am

Office Hours
9:00am-2:00pm

Anniversaries
Yellow Pages

18

June Calendar Insert

Olivia and I have moved quite a lot. We have gotten to be rather skilled at it. Through
out our married life together we have moved eight times due to seminary, work and
changing life needs. We label our boxes well color coordinate our labels with rooms so
we immediately know where each box goes. We go through our things before packing
so that we don’t move things we no longer need. Then after we move we carefully go
through the process of figuring out where each thing goes to turn our house into a
home. Beginning a call here thankfully did not involve another move but I did go
through the process in a smaller form by moving into my office. Boxing up all my
office things, bringing them here and then figuring out where everything should go all
the while making sure that the space was warm and welcoming.
Jesus never had to move so to speak as he was always on the move. Even saying that
“Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his
head.” Jesus through his ministry Traveled from place to place meeting people, healing people, teaching people and changing lives. Then he would move on to the next place
where he was called to minister. What I find truly interesting is that while Jesus was the
one moving from place to place he was really helping others move, move into a better
understanding of who they were as children of god. Perhaps the clearest example of this
is Jesus speaking with the woman at the well in John chapter 4. Jesus meets her, helps
her understand herself better, helps her understands who he is and what God is doing
through him and then leads her towards where God was calling her. A conversation with
him begins with her getting water from a well and ends with her running off to evangelize. Jesus may never have moved into a home but he was constantly helping people
move into the kingdom of God.
As I begin my journey serving with St. John’s my call is to work with all of you so that
together we may all take part in this journey towards the kingdom of God, to give
glimpses of that kingdom here and now. Jesus’ example is as always the best to follow
and learn from. As I look and how Jesus began that journey with people I realize it always started from the same place, he began with a deep understanding of who they
were. Jesus knew each person better than they knew themselves and from that deep
understanding he was able to lead them towards the kingdom. So in that same vein the
first thing I need to do is get to know each of you. I need to get to know the people of
St, John’s your ministry, history, who you are and where you feel God is calling. It is
from that understanding that we can begin moving into God’s future together.
In a way we are “moving in” to ministry together. We come with the boxes of who we
are, get to know our space and we move in all of our things hoping to turn a house into
a home. We will make a home in ministry together and that starts by moving in. I want
to hear your story, I want to get to know who you are. I want to get to know your ministries and how it is that you serve God. I also want you to get to know me , who I am
as a person and as a pastor. One we have that deep understanding of who one another
are then, like the woman at the well, we can hear where God is calling and move together to become the community that God wants us to be. I look forward to getting to
hear your story and learn who you are.
Peace,

Jamie

Global Mission
Message from the ELCA
ROLL UP YOUR SLEEVES

Wildfires in California; floods in Nebraska; tornadoes in the southeast; hurricanes in the Carolinas and Florida; a cyclone in SE Africa; earthquake in Indonesia; humanitarian crisis in Gaza; the refugee crisis in the Middle East.
What do these all have in common? Disasters occur all over the world, and the
Lutheran Disaster Response goes to help, wherever they are. LDR brings God’s
hope, healing and renewal to people whose lives have been disrupted by disasters in the United States and around the world. When the dust settles and
the headlines change, they stay to provide ongoing assistance to those in
need. Whether it’s providing blankets, hygiene kits, food, diapers, and clothing to those who have lost everything, or establishing shelter and access to
clean water and sanitation facilities to people who have been displaced, LDR
is there. They also provide medical teams, skills training, and psychosocial
care and support where it’s needed. And the best news is that 100% of donations toward LDR go to the recovery effort, because the administrative costs
are covered by the ELCA. Your mission support gifts make this work possible.
Thank you!

We are church together for the sake of the world. God’s Work. Our Hands.

Marcia Brown

, Mission Interpreter

Message from Presiding Bishop of the ELCA– Rev.
Elizabeth A. Eaton
What is to be done? Our congregations are growing older and smaller. At least
40 percent of our congregations have an average weekly worship attendance of
50 or less. ELCA membership decreases by 70,000 people a year, or roughly the
loss of a synod per year. Clergy retirements outnumber new candidates for ministry. Financial pressures and building maintenance create stress. There is a
dearth of people in their 20s and 30s in our pews. How do we change this? How
do we reverse the trends?
These are anxious questions that come from anxious people across this church.
We aren’t the only ones asking them—just about every mainline denomination, including the non-Latino population of the Roman Catholic Church, is in the same
boat. Even some megachurches are showing signs of plateau or decline. And this
is not exclusive to the Christian community. I once attended a national conference
of Muslims where one workshop was titled “Un-Mosqued to Mosqued: How to Get
the Young Muslim Back to the Masjid.”
Some now see the decline of the church in general, and the ELCA in particular, as
inevitable. The response can be to turn our churches into bunkers with our congregations sheltering within the walls or to try every new program that breathlessly promises to attract people to our congregations. Neither is an effective or
faithful long-term strategy.
I think we are asking the wrong questions.
The questions we are asking have to do about us: “What can we do?” They express loss and grief and fear—loss and grief for what we were and fear about
what we will become. Not only do these questions not lead to productive answers, they also don’t point to hope. It’s as if the church’s one foundation rests
on us and our efforts.

I think we need to ask: “What is God up to?”

It’s clear to me that we are living in a time of transition, especially for the Western church. I don’t know how long this transition will last nor do I have a clear
vision of what the church is becoming.

I think we are asking the wrong questions. … I think we need to ask: “What is
God up to?”
The good news is that you and I don’t have to have a clear vision because God
does. “Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old. I am
about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?” (Isaiah
43:18-19). These words of hope were spoken to the Jews who were stuck in exile.
They had lost their land, their temple and their king—the pillars of their identity.
Likewise, the church has lost social status and relevance in 21st-century American culture.
For Israel and the church this would be a hopeless situation, except that God is
faithful. When the Lord admonished, “Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old,” this wasn’t a command to forget God’s past saving work,
but to believe that God was still acting. This is true for us today. When we stop
asking what we can do to fix the church and start asking what God is up to, we
open ourselves up to the life-giving promise of God’s future.

Then we are also open to more questions: How is the Spirit reshaping the
church? How will Christ use us as Christ’s living body in the world?

If we want to attract people to our congregations to rebuild a memory, God will
not bless our efforts. But if we—grabbed by the Spirit in baptism, changed by the
word, intimately and lovingly connected to Jesus and each other in communion,
and set free by grace to serve the neighbor—invite all people into true life, then
we shall become part of the answer.

This takes attention and devotion. Worship, prayer, Scripture study, generosity
and service—not in order to save the church, but in response to the new life God
has given us in Christ.

DATE
6/1

6/2

6/8
6/9

6/15
6/16

6/22
6/23

6/29

6/30

DEACON

Kathy Konstabel (9:30am)

RaeAnn Jakubowski
(9:30am)

Sharon Keller (9:30am)

Sam Miller (9:30am)

Carol Graham (9:30am)

ACOLYTE

Regina Cinotti (9:30am)

Samantha Gierlinger
(9:30am)

Landyn Rogacki (9:30am)

Aiden Carney (9:30am)

Grace Sheehan (9:30am)

CRUCIFER

Miia Dembski (9:30am)

Nicholas Jacobs (9:30am)

Corrine Bartos (9:30am)

Nicholas Reif (9:30am)

Michael Sheehan (9:30am)

ALTAR GUILD

Bunny Boteler
Bev Hess

Cheryl Helwig
Kathy Snyder

Amy Petrunyak
Karen Freund

Gerry Nowicki
RaeAnn Jakubowski

Sharon Walker
Carol Graham

Announcements
and reminders

Painting Night was a fun success! 21 new artists
created master pieces that they are proud to
display. Another painting fun night will take place
in the fall so watch the newsletter.

The Chicken BBQ was a
complete sell out at 480
dinners. Thank you to all
who supported the sale.

The Quilters completed 113 quilts this year and they
were delivered to the collection site on April 29. Along
with the quilts they delivered 60 pounds of
soap. Thank you to all who contributed. Quilting will
start up in September. The start date is yet to be
determined.

We would like to thank all the people who contributed and who helped with
prayer shawls this year. Our first meeting in the fall will be September 1st. Have
a good summer! -Cindy

Jo Speth

The Congregation Council would like to take this opportunity to thank the
following members of our Call Committee during the time of our pastoral
transition: Julianne Bartos, Jamie Kloc, Marjorie Kruger, Karen McClintock, Jeff
Miller, Marty Peters, and Mike Wawrowski.
Acting on behalf of our congregation the above individuals worked tirelessly to
assure our congregation survey was completed timely, gather and compile
survey data, complete our site profile, check references and then completed the
initial interview of our Pastoral Candidate. This work was completed all while
balancing their own work and family life. We are indebted to them for their
dedication throughout this process and give them all our most sincere thanks.
~Congregation Council~

Financial Update:
As you recall, this year we are facing a $33,759.00 deficit budget and we need
your assistance. As with any large problem/issue it can be daunting looking at
the whole. How are we going to make up this amount?
However, if we take that big amount and break it down to something more manageable, it might be easier to tackle.
If each giving family at St. John’s would prayerfully consider an extra $7.00 each
week for the remainder of 2019 we would be able to make up the deficit. We understand not everyone can increase their giving by that amount but any increase
would be appreciated.
We have some exciting things happening this year; celebrating our 175th anniversary and calling Pastor Jamie to lead us into the future! The financial health
and strength of the congregation is an expression of our faith that God is indeed
leading us throughout these days.
Thank you,
St. John’s Council

Altar Flowers Dedication Update
For many years the donation of flower dedications has been $20.00; however,
the actual cost of the flowers has increased over the years and just absorbed as
part of expenses. With 2 altar flower bouquets/arrangements each week that
cost is now $40.00.
After prayerful discussion and review of our budget, effective June 1, 2019 a new
process including cost for altar flower dedications will be implemented.

The requested donation will be $40.00 for the 2 arrangements. If there are no
specific dedications for any given week, St. John’s will not purchase the altar
flowers and no flowers will be on the altar for that particular Sunday.
There will be a monthly schedule in our weekly bulletin so everyone is aware of
what dates are available. The dedications can be shared with others, so the cost
per individual spread out.
To dedicate flowers please continue to use the envelopes provided at the church,
contact the church office either by phone 716-683-8972 or by email at
stjohnslancaster55@gmail.com.
All dedications must be submitted and paid for by the Monday before the dedication date in order to notify the florist. For example, if you would like to dedicate flowers on Sunday June 16, 2019 the dedication and payment must be received in the church office no later than Monday June 10, 2019 by 2PM.
We understand as with any new process or change there may be some hiccups
along the way. Your patience and support is appreciated. If you have additional
questions you may contact Kathy Konstabel at 716-364-1044 after 7PM or Kathy
Snyder at 716-681-7224.

WHAT IS A THRIVENT ACTION TEAM??
Thrivent Action Teams are groups of volunteers who donate time and effort to
help a charitable cause of their choice. You may not be aware that some of the
members of St. John’s have been hard at work with projects using seed money
from Thrivent to help fund projects. The Quilters receive $250 to purchase some
of the materials for the quilts. The Young Men’s association used the $250 seed
money to help with the Chicken BBQ and another $250 for the Meat Raffle.
WELCA used $250 in seed money to purchase food supplies for the recent Luncheon. These funds are seed money to help grow a project.
Some members have used this money to help fund projects that are not within
the church community. One member used the funds for an event to benefit persons that play disabled sports. If you are a Thrivent Financial benefit or associate member, Thrivent Financial will evaluate your project and send you SEED
money for that project. You may contact your Thrivent representative, Brian
Makey or talk to Donna Terry at 829-9621 after 6pm, for assistance. You can
learn more by checking the Thrivent website, Action Teams www.thrivent.com/
makingadifference.

Youth Group
important dates and information
On Saturday June 8th we will be volunteering at LCLC clearing trails with
bagged lunches provided. We will meet at church at 7:30am to be at LCLC before 9am. Please bring: rakes, boots, extra shoes and clothes and LAYERS!
Lunches will be provided. Kids will return home before 4pm.

On Sunday June 9th there will be a family fun day following service.
July 3rd There will be a lock-in! Please bring sleeping gear and snacks to
share. The following day we will be preparing for our fundraiser.
July 4th the youth will be having a fundraiser selling water and freeze-pops.
July 26th save the date for a drive-in lock-in night.
July 30th tentative youth meeting at 6:30pm.

If you have any questions or comments about the youth group here at St.
John’s, please contact Kelly Sieracki at 716-868-3023.

Council Corner
A message from Council members
Hello and welcome to Council Corner an additional forum for communication of
what’s happening around the Council table.
It has been a busy month and we would like to share the following with youAs we welcome Pastor Jamie and his family to St. Johns we take the time to thank
our Transition team for all of their work with our members and our Council.
There are not enough words to thank Pastor Tim Madsen, Conference Deacons
Mary Wolfe and Lance Scarafia for their leadership as we navigated the last sixteen months. We, the Council will forever be grateful for their gifts offered to
our members and to St. Johns during this time of transition.
Congratulations to our Music Director and organist Dr. Vicky Chang who was recently featured in an article for WBFO. If you haven’t seen the article it is available on the WBFO website and copies have been placed on usher stations for
your enjoyment. This article is a beautiful testimony of Vicky’s talent and commitment to her faith throughout her career. As we shine a “spotlight” on Vicky
this month we give thanks for the blessing of knowing her and having her here
as a member of our church family. Congratulations, Vicky!
Our council secretary, David Anthony has been hard at work gathering data as
we begin the process of updating our membership and how we communicate
with each of you. The informational sheets have been placed in bulletins and are
available on ushers stations as well. If you haven’t completed yours it’s not too
late! Please take a few minutes to complete yours and your families information.
Thanks to David for all his work on this initiative!
Lastly, as we continue to celebrate our 175th anniversary please continue to listen
for announcements of activities planned. We have a lot of celebrating to do and
who better to do that with than each other!
Until next month—
God’s blessings to all from your congregation Council

Happy birthday
Time to celebrate
Eric Kennedy 6/3

Kim Miller 6/9

Felicia Lindauer 6/3

Daniel Reif 6/9

Annabelle Ludwig 6/3

Ginger Booth 6/10

Debbie Isherwood 6/4

Laurie Thomas 6/10

Bernice Krauss 6/4

Raymond Humphrey 6/11

Daniel McHale 6/4

Denene Larson 6/11

Laura Rudz 6/4

Collin Rice 6/11

Nancy Scarafia 6/4

Amanda Sieracki 6/11

Everett Anderson 6/5

Collin Carney 6/12

Donna McGrew 6/5

Shannon Kiener 6/12

Alanah Rzeznik 6/5

Margaret Nester 6/12

Linda Jean Budd 6/6

Justin Haefner 6/13

Leah Scherer 6/6

Bradley Larson 6/13

Owen Walker 6/6

Amanda Reiner 6/13

Landyn Rogacki 6/7

Destiny Rose 6/13

Robert Valois 6/7

June Salzer 6/13

Sami Wnek 6/7

Rubey Tomaszewski 6/14

Norman Rosenthal 6/8

Mason Scherer 6/17

McKenzee Joost 6/9

Allyson Mitchell 6/18

Gloria Kraemer 6/9

Happy birthday
Time to celebrate
Zachary Woodill 6/18

Arianna Durkin 6/24

Lawrence Arth 6/19

Sirkka Harstad 6/24

Virginia Graham 6/19

Samantha Morse 6/24

June Hillman 6/19

Valerie Kennedy 6/25

Jolene Cervi 6/20

Mark Fronczak 6/26

Rebecca Kendall 6/20

Hayden Fuller 6/26

Ember Gordon 6/21

Garrett Gaczewski 6/26

Robert Kraus 6/21

Jake Kiener 6/26

Norma Pickard 6/21

Donald Hauser Jr. 6/27

Karen Burry 6/22

Kyle Kush 6/27

Marion Hanson 6/22

Richard Tomaszewski 6/27

Thomas Freund 6/23

Linda DiRosa 6/28

Ella Galante 6/23

Diana Rudz 6/28

Emma Harrington 6/23

Alan Ruffner 6/28

Adam Massino 6/23

Gloria Jakubowski 6/29

Dakota Reukauf 6/23

Michael Stutzman 6/29

Jean Sibert 6/23

Preston Matuszewski 6/30

Thomas Sieracki 6/23

Grant Peita 6/30

Rhonda Trommetter 6/23

Hudsyn Rogacki 6/30

Anniversaries

Congrats to another year!

Andrew & Brandi Bashor 6/1

Michael & Alicia Coulter 6/20

Andrew & Andrea Gordon 6/5

Craig & Felicia Lindauer 6/23

Shad & Jenniver Stachera 6/7

David & Jennifer Anthony III 6/26

Raymond & Darlene Humphrey 6/10

Scott & Kathlene Gilson 6/26

John & Nancy Scarafia Jr. 6/10

Mary & Matthew Donhauser 6/28

Stacy & Timothy Rogacki 6/12

William & Cheryl Helwig 6/28

Thomas & Darlene Kramer 6/13

J. & Gloria Richards 6/29

Matthew & Melissa Cinotti 6/15

Gary & Laura Rudz 6/29

James & Victoria Fredericks 6/15

Cynthia & David Speth 6/29

Kenneth & Katherine Kling 6/18

Richard & Tracy Tomaszewski 6/29

Brian & Sharade Aldinger 6/19

Molly & Joel Patterson 6/30

Robert & Alice Sharpe 6/20

Yellow Pages
and staff
Yellow Pages
Bunny Boteler Bunny’s Motor Sports (small engine repair)

684-7650

Julie Buccieri Lancaster Lady Monsters (youth lacrosse league)

807-5732

Mike Durkin HDE Electric

674-7259

Darlene Kramer Cleaning & Laundry, Errands

937-4179

David Nester Handyman

681-9716

Rachel Poss Partylite Candles & Gifts/Parties

491-4393

Christine Ruffner Usborne Children’s Educational Books

656-2056

Michael Sheehan Computer & Software Sales

937-9815

Tim Stranc (TSAir) Heating & Air-Conditioning

684-9854

Brian Makey Thrivent Financial Representative

714-9852

Brian.makey@thrivent.com
Anthony Santucci Walden Auto Sales & Service

683-2901

Staff Members
Rev. Jamie Retallack Pastor

848-9683

Dr. Vicky Chang Director of Music
Donna McGrew Financial Secretary
Abby Mandris Church Secretary

860-7881
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