
 

 

Sunday Worship 

Welcome to St. John’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Lancaster  

Rev. Jamie Retallack 
716-848-9683 



 

 

2nd Sunday of Advent 
December 4, 2022 

 
The Prelude  

The Greetings  
The Invocation 

 
Opening Hymn                                            ELW 249 

 
On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry 
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Confession and Forgiveness  
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.  

 
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 
who alone does wondrous things. 
 
Blessed be God’s name forever. 
Amen. 
 
Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. 
Let us confront our sins, 
and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God of new beginnings, 
we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 
We have strayed from your paths. 
We prepare for war instead of peace. 
We dishonor one another and your creation. 
Purify us with your refining fire 
and set us again on your way of love, 
that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, 
and welcome your coming among us. Amen. 
 
People of God, 
a new thing is growing in our midst, 
a tender branch, a living sign. 
By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 
You have put on + Christ,  
and your sins have been washed away. 
Rejoice in the way of the Lord. Amen. 



 

 

We praise you, O God, for this circle of light that marks our 
days of preparation for Christ’s advent.  As we light the candles 
on this wreath, kindle within us the fire of your Spirit, that we 
may welcome others as you have welcomed us.  Grant this 
through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day 
draws near.  Amen. 

The Lighting of the Advent Wreath  

The Prayer of the Day 
 
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only 

Son. By his coming nurture our growth as people of repentance 

and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-

ever.  Amen. 



 

 

The Hymn of  Praise 



 

 The First Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10 
 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

the spirit of counsel and might, 
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 

His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see 

or decide by what his ears hear, 
but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor 

and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth; 
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist 

and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
The wolf shall live with the lamb; 

the leopard shall lie down with the kid; 
the calf and the lion will feed together, 

and a little child shall lead them. 
The cow and the bear shall graze; 

their young shall lie down together; 
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 

They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, 
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 

as the waters cover the sea. 
 
On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the 
peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall 
be glorious 

This is the Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 



 

 

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
(Read Responsively) 

  
Give the king your justice, O God, 

and your righteousness to the king’s son; 
 

that he may rule your people righteously 
and the poor with justice; 

 
that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, 

and the hills, in righteousness. 
 

Let him defend the needy among the people, 
rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.  

 
May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, 

from one generation to another. 
 

Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, 
like showers that water the earth. 

 
In his time may the righteous flourish; 
and let there be an abundance of peace  

till the moon shall be no more. 
 

Blessed are you, Lord God, the God of Israel; 
you alone do wondrous deeds! 

 
And blessed be your glorious name forever, 

and may all the earth be filled with your glory.  
Amen. Amen  



 

 The Second Reading 
Romans 15:4-13 

 
For whatever was written in former days was written for our in-
struction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of 
the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of steadfastness 
and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one anoth-
er, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with 
one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed 
you, for the glory of God. For I tell you that Christ has become a 
servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order 
that he might confirm the promises given to the ancestors and 
that the gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 

 
“Therefore I will confess you among the gentiles and sing praises 
to your name”; and again he says, “Rejoice, O gentiles, with his 
people”; and again, “Praise the Lord, all you gentiles, and let all 
the peoples praise him”; and again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse 
shall come, the one who rises to rule the gentiles; in him the gen-
tiles shall hope.” 
 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

The Alleluia 



 

 The Gospel Reading 
Matthew 3:1-12 

Glory to you, O God. 
 
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Ju-
dea, proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come 
near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he 
said, 

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.’ ” 

 
Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt 
around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then 
Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region around the Jordan 
were going out to him, and they were baptized by him in the 
River Jordan, confessing their sins. 
 
But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming 
for his baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Therefore, bear fruit 
worthy of repentance, and do not presume to say to yourselves, 
‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,’ for I tell you, God is able 
from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the 
ax is lying at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does 
not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. 
 
“I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is 
coming after me is more powerful than I, and I am not worthy to 
carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his 
threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary, but the 
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 



 

 

The Sermon 
Rev. Jamie Retallack 

Reprinted with permission under One License #A-740145. All rights reserved. 

Hymn of the Day                                                            ELW 264 
 

Prepare the Royal Highway 



 

 

Prayers of Intercession  
 

As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for 
a world that yearns for new hope. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
God, you renew the church in every age. We give thanks for 
hymn writers and theologians (especially John of Damascus, 
whom we commemorate today). Inspire teachers, writers, and 
musicians to delight and instruct your people. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
You give us a vision of creation in harmony, when hurting and de-
struction will be no more. Teach us to be stewards of the earth and 
companions to its creatures. Restore to balance and wholeness 
what human greed has harmed. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
You defend the cause of all who are poor and oppressed. Raise up 
leaders who will govern with equity and serve the common good. 
Guide judges, lawmakers, and public officials to protect the rights 
of those who cannot advocate for themselves. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
You deliver those in need from suffering and fear. Come to the aid 
of any who are exploited or abused, especially children, elders, 
and victims of human trafficking. Provide safety and help to our 
neighbors without shelter, refugees, and those fleeing violence. 
God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 



 

 

 
 
You urge your people to welcome one another as you have wel-
comed us. Nurture ministries of hospitality and care in this and 
every congregation (local examples may be named). We pray for 
people who are homebound, hospitalized, or separated from 
loved ones (especially Elliana Meyers, Flip Roth, Beatrice Gill, 
Brianna Wood, Edna Mann, Jackie Engelbach-Ugale, George 
Stubblebein, Tom Donhauser, Bernie Lewis, Gloria Richards, 
Aspen Dantzer, Dennis Spanitz, and the family and friends of 
Albert “Big Al” Kurek). God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
You embrace all who have died trusting in your promises, and 
we give thanks for their faithful witness. Sustain us in hope until 
we are united with them in the joy of your eternal presence. 
God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spir-
it, gather our prayers and join them with the prayers of all your 
children. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 



 

 

The Sharing of the Peace  
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 

The Apostles’ Creed                                                          
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth.   

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.   
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

and born of the virgin Mary.   
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell.   

On the third day he rose again.   
He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

The Prayers of the Church 
 

God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

...God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your 
Spirit, gather our prayers and join them with the prayers of all 

your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 



 

 

The Offertory Hymn 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

The Offertory Music 

The Offertory Prayer 
  

Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of wa-
ter to thirsty ground. Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, 
and money, and make us messengers of your mercy and love 
for all in need of your healing and justice. We ask this through 
Christ our Savior. Amen. 



 

 

The Sanctus 

The Preface  
 
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in 
all places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, Holy Father, 
almighty and ever-living God.  You comforted Your people with 
the promise of the Redeemer, through whom You will also make 
all things new in the day when he comes again to judge the 
world in righteousness.  And so, with the Church on earth and 
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their un-
ending hymn: 



 

 
Words of  Institution 

 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took the 
bread, and after giving thanks He broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples,  saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood, poured out for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

The Invitation 

The Lamb of God 

Communion Music 
ELW 272 



 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Lord remember us in your kingdom  
and teach us to pray… 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory;  
forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Communion Blessing 
 
May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

The Benediction 

The Sending Prayer   
 

Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, 
bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. As we 
wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, sustain 
us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us toward your 
promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 



 

 Sending Hymn                                                                ELW 266 
All Earth Is Hopeful 

The Sending 
Go in peace. Christ is near.  

Thanks be to God. 

Reprinted with permission under One License #A-740145. All rights reserved. 



 

 

Altar Flower Arrangements are $30 (for 2). Available dates: 
12/11, 1/1, 1/15, 1/22, 1/29, 2/5, 2/12, 2/19, 2/26, 3/5, 3/12, 3/19 

The People of St. John’s Welcome You to Worship Today! 

If you would like a pastoral visit for any reason, please call the 
office or call Pastor directly on his cell  @ (716) 848-9683.   

Sunday 12/4 9:00am In person/Streamed Service 
Sunday School 

Sunday 12/4 10:00am Joysingers 

Sunday 12/4 10:30am In person/Streamed Service 

Monday 12/5 4:30pm Guiding Eyes 

Monday 12/5 7:30pm Chordsmen 

Tuesday 12/6 9:30am Quilters 

Tuesday 12/6 7:00pm Narcotics Anonymous 

Wednesday 12/7 6:00pm Garden Club Xmas Party 

Thursday 12/8 1:00pm Bible Study 

Thursday 12/8 6:30pm Handbell Practice  

Thursday 12/8 7:00pm Book Club 

Thursday 12/8 7:30pm Choir Practice 

Friday 12/9 7:30pm Narcotics Anonymous 

Saturday 12/10 5:30pm In person Service 

Sunday 12/11 9:00am In person/ Streamed Service 
Sunday School 

Sunday 12/11 10:00am Joysingers 

Sunday 12/11 10:30am In person/ Streamed Service 

This Week at a Glance 



 

 

 QR Code for Offering 

 

We lift up Elliana Meyers, Flip Roth, Beatrice Gill, Brianna 

Wood, Edna Mann, Jackie Engelbach-Ugale, George 

Stubblebein, Tom Donhauser, Bernie Lewis, Gloria Richards, 

Aspen Dantzer, Dennis Spanitz, and the family & friends of 

Albert “Big Al” Kurek. 

We are again participating in The Salvation Army Angel Tree 
program, bringing joy to children this Christmas season! Please 
take a tag from the tree and replace it with a star. You can purchase 
the gift listed (or something similar) and then place presents in a 
gift bag with the tag securely attached to the outside. Gifts should 
be returned to church by Sunday, Dec. 11th! Additional gifts may 
be purchased. The greatest need is for infant toys and board games 
for 10-12 year-olds. Envelopes are hanging on the trees for cash or 
check donations (made payable to Salvation Army). Please place 
in the offering plate. Let’s continue to share our blessings! If you 
have questions, call Carol Schwertz at 716-861-1619. 

Using your camera app you can scan the 
QR code to go to St. John’s donation 

page where you can make a one-time or 
recurring offering! Thank you for giving 

to St. John’s Lutheran! 

BOOK CLUB                                                                                    

Please join us on Thurs, Dec. 8th at 7:00 PM to discuss Rebecca 

Morrow’s novel, CORINNE. Read this modern-day Romeo and 

Juliet tale, then come (as your schedule permits) and share your 

thoughts and ideas. Friends & guests welcome! 



 

 

Altar Guild 
Amy Petrunyak & Karen Freund 

Deacons 
9am  Sam Miller 

10:30am  Kathy Snyder 
Ushers 

9am  Rich Rice & Greg Wildridge 
10:30am Bev Hess & Carol Graham 

Collecting Dash’s Register Receipts Save your Dash’s receipts  
and deposit them in the boxes  in the Memorial Lounge or the 

Chapel to benefit Niagara Lutheran Health Services 

The flowers on the altar this week are in honor of her                         
grandson Josh Hoffman’s birthday from Gloria Jakubowski.                                         

11/27/2022 
$3399.00 

Offering Envelopes are now available for pick-up in                                 
the Memorial Lounge. Stop in and get yours today! 

Printed/projected materials used in this bulletin are included by permission of licenses: 
Augsburg Fortress Publishing  #SAS000634 and One License #A-740145 

Pastor Rev. Jamie Retallack (716-848-9683) 
Pastors Emeriti -Rev. John Swanson -Rev. John Scarafia 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church  
55 Pleasant Avenue, Lancaster, NY 14086 

Office 683-8972 (Mon.—Thurs. 10am-3pm) 
www.stjohnslanc.org 

stjohnslancaster55@gmail.com 



 

 

Holiday Worship  
Schedule 2022-23 

Christmas Eve  
Saturday, December 24th  
@ 6:30pm and 10:30pm 

 Christmas Day  
Sunday, December 25th 

NO SERVICES  

New Year's Eve  
Saturday, December 31st 

NO SERVICES  

New Year's Day  
Sunday, January 1st, 2023  

@ 9:30am. 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
55 Pleasant Ave, Lancaster NY 14086 


