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THE VIGIL OF EASTER 
Saturday, March 30, 2024 

 
The Greeting 

 
Christ, yesterday and today, the beginning and the ending.  To 
Christ belongs all time and all the ages; to Christ belongs glory 
and dominion now and forever. Amen. 
 
Sisters and brothers in Christ, on this most holy night when our 
Savior Jesus Christ passed from death to life, we gather with the 
church throughout the world in vigil and prayer. This is the 
Passover of Jesus Christ. Through light and the word, through 
water and oil, bread and wine, we proclaim Christ's death and 
resurrection, share Christ's triumph over sin and death, and await 
Christ's coming again in glory. 

The Pastor and Deacon light their candles from the Paschal 
Candle and then share that light with the congregation as a    
reminder that Christ is our light that scatters the darkness.  The 
candles are to remain lit through the service of lessons. 

The Evening Prayer 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Let us pray...Eternal giver of life and light, this holy night 
shines with the radiance of the risen Christ. Renew your church 
with the Spirit given us in baptism, that we may worship you in 
sincerity and truth and may shine as a light in the world, 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 



 

Gathering Hymn         WOV 718 
              

Here in This Place 
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The First Lesson 
Genesis 1:26-31 

 
Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, 
according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over the 
fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, 
and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every 
creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” So God created 
humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; 
male and female he created them.  God blessed them, and God 
said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and 
subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over 
the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon 
the earth.”  God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding 
seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with 
seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every 
beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything 
that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I 
have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. God saw 
everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And 
there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

 
Silence for reflection 
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 The Second Lesson: Exodus 14:21-31a               
 

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD 
drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night, and turned the 
sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites 
went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for 
them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, and 
went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, 
and chariot drivers. At the morning watch the LORD in the 
pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, 
and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their 
chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians 
said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for the LORD is fighting 
for them against Egypt.”  Then the LORD said to Moses, 
“Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come 
back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot 
drivers.” So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at 
dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled 
before it, the LORD tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The 
waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, 
the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; 
not one of them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry 
ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on 
their right and on their left. Thus the LORD saved Israel that day 
from the Egyptians. 

Silence for reflection 
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 The Third Lesson 
Isaiah 55:1-9 

 
Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have 
no money, come, buy and eat!  Come, buy wine and milk with-
out money and without price.  Why do you spend your money 
for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does 
not satisfy?  Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and 
delight  yourselves in rich food.  Incline your ear, and come to 
me; listen, so that you may live.  I will make with you an ever-
lasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for   David.  See, I 
made him a witness to the peoples, a  leader and commander for 
the peoples. See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 
and nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of the 
LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified 
you.  Seek the LORD while he may be found, call upon him 
while he is near; let the wicked forsake their way, and the un-
righteous their thoughts; let them return to the LORD, that he 
may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will abundantly 
pardon.   For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your 
ways my ways, says the LORD.  For as the heavens are higher 
than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my 
thoughts than your thoughts. 
 

Silence for Reflection 
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The Fourth Lesson 
Ezekiel 37:1-14 

 
The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out 
by the spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of a 
valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there 
were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He 
said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord 
GOD, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these 
bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the 
LORD. Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause 
breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, 
and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, 
and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know 
that I am the LORD.”  
 
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, 
suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came to-
gether, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on 
them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered 
them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, 
“Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: 
Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, 
and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” I prophesied 
as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they 
lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.  



 

Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of 
Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; 
we are cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to them, 
Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and 
bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring 
you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the 
LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your 
graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you 
shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall 
know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the 
LORD.” 

 
Silence for Reflection 
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The Fifth Lesson 
Romans 6:3-11 

 
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we have 
been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we 
too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united 
with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him 
in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was cruci-
fied with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we 
might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is 
freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that 
we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised 
from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has domin-
ion over him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but 
the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider 
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 

Silence for Reflection 



 
Prayers of Intercession 

 
On this holiest of nights, we offer prayers for ourselves, our 
neighbors, and our world. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
God of the ages, you have accompanied your people throughout 
history, delivering them from flood, fire, and famine. Inspire 
your church to tell the story of your unfailing love and presence. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
God of the cosmos, you declared your creation good. Make us 
mindful of the roles every plant and creature play in your crea-
tion and guide us in protecting and restoring our shared home. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
God of the nations, you desire justice in all lands. Raise up lead-
ers who encourage us to step away from fear and distrust and in-
crease our desire for collaborative peace. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
God of darkness, you keep watch as we labor through the night. 
Protect mothers in childbirth. Shelter all who have no safe place 
to lay their head. Give ample rest to any who cannot sleep due 
to fear, illness, or overwork (especially Beatrice Gill, Brianna 
Wood, Edna Mann, George Stubblebein, Sarah Hermsmeyer, 
Ron Bennett, Roger Stapleton Jr, Patricia Kostecky, Tom & 
Ruth Morse, Donald Weibel, Bob Valois, Frances Gilbert, Tom 
Andrews, Geraldine Nowicki, Sandra Forrest, and Jim Kenline) 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 



 

God of community, you knit your people together into one body 
through the waters of baptism. We pray for those newly baptized 
(especially). Kindle faith in each person and renew our zeal to 
live out our baptismal promises. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
God of new life, you welcome the faithful dead with open arms 
and the assurance of new life. We give thanks for those who 
have died (especially) and rejoice that they have found rest in 
you. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
We offer to you these petitions and those we carry in our hearts, 
trusting in your abundant and ever-present mercy. 
Amen. 



 Prayers of Intercession 
 

The end of each petition...Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

The Extinguishing of the Candles 
 
As smoke rises from a flame so shall our prayers rise towards the 
heavens.  I invite you now to extinguish your flames and remember that 
our Heavenly Father has received our prayers and shall answer them in 
his infinite wisdom.   

Affirmation Hymn                   ELW 453 
Baptized and Set Free 
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 The Meditation 
The Profession of Faith 

 
Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism as we come 
before God to make public affirmation of baptism into Christ. I 
ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and con-
fess the faith of the church. 
 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
 We renounce them. 
 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
 We renounce them. 
  

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
 We renounce them. 
 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried;  
 he descended into hell.   
 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
 the  communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
 Amen. 
 
 



 

 

The Affirmation of Baptism 
 
You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to 
continue in the covenant God made with you in holy baptism: to 
live among God's faithful people, to hear the word of God and 
share in the Lord's supper, to proclaim the good news of God in 
Christ through word and deed, to serve all  people, following the 
example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the 
earth?  We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

 
At this time I invite those who wish to affirm their baptism to 
come forward. 
 
Those wishing to affirm their baptism are invited to stand before 
the font to receive a blessing.  Pastor will use water for the bless-
ing as a reminder of your baptismal claim. 
  

 
The Sending Prayer 

 
Let us pray….We give you thanks, O God, that through water 
and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, 
and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in your people the gift of your 
Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of   
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the 
Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.  
Amen. 



 
The Gospel: John 20:1-18 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been 
removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and 
the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, 
“They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know 
where they have laid him.” Then Peter and the other disciple set 
out and went toward the tomb. The two were running together, 
but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He 
bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, 
but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, 
and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying 
there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with 
the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the 
other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he 
saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the 
scripture that he must rise from the dead.  Then the disciples 
returned to their homes. But Mary stood weeping outside the 
tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and she 
saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had 
been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet.  They said to 
her, “Woman, why are you  weeping?” She said to them, “They 
have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have 
laid him.” When she had said this, she turned around and saw 
Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was  
Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom 
are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said 
to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you 
have laid him, and I will take him away. Jesus said to 
her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, 
“Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher).   Jesus said to her, “Do not 
hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father.  

 



 

Sending Hymn                                       WOV 721 
 

Go My Children With My Blessing 

But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my 
Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary Mag-
dalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the 
Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her.  

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Resurrection of Our Lord 
Easter  
Sunday 

3/31 10:00am In person/streamed service 
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