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24th Sunday after Pentecost: Christ the King 
November 20, 2022 

 
The Prelude * The Greetings * The Invocation 

 
Opening Hymn                                            ELW 727

 Lord Christ, When First You Came to Earth 



 

 

Confession and Forgiveness  
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who redeems us in 
Christ Jesus, whose steadfast love endures forever. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection.  
 
Most merciful God,  
we confess that we have sinned against you and our 
neighbors. We have ignored voices that call for your justice. 
We have neglected actions that witness to your right-
eousness. We have spoken and acted in ways that disrupt 
your beloved community. We truly repent of things we have 
done and left undone. For the sake of Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Restore our troubled spirits, so that we may 
live in newness, follow the way of the Spirit, and build up the 
body of Christ. Amen. 
 
Rejoice and be glad! God hears the prayers of all who cry out, 
and restores us to life through the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. Therefore, I declare to you the forgiveness of all your 
sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 

The Prayer of the Day 
 
O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is 

unending joy. We worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks 

to you for your great glory. Abide with us, reign in us, and make 

this world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 



 

 

The Hymn of  Praise 



 

 

The First Reading 
Jeremiah 23:1-6 

 
Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my 
pasture! says the Lord. Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of 
Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is 
you who have scattered my flock and have driven them away, 
and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for 
your evil doings, says the Lord. Then I myself will gather the 
remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven 
them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be 
fruitful and multiply. I will raise up shepherds over them who 
will shepherd them, and they shall no longer fear longer or be 
dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the Lord. 
 
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up 
for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and 
deal wisely and shall execute justice and righteousness in the 
land. In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will live in 
safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: 
“The Lord is our righteousness. 

 
”This is the Word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 



 

 
Psalm 46   

(Read Responsively) 
  

God is our refuge and strength, 
a very present help in trouble. 

 
Therefore we will not fear,  
though the earth be moved, 

and though the mountains shake  
in the depths of the sea; 

 
though its waters rage and foam, 

and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
 

There is a river whose streams  
make glad the city of God, 

the holy habitation of the Most High. 
 

God is in the midst of the city;  
it shall not be shaken; 

God shall help it at the break of day. 
 

The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 
God speaks, and the earth melts away. 

 
The Lord of hosts is with us; 

the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
 

Come now, regard the works of the Lord, 
what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 

 
behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 

who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear,  
and burns the shields with fire. 



 

 

The Second Reading 
Colossians 1:11-20 

 
May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from 
his glorious power, so that you may have all endurance and pa-
tience, joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has ena-
bled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. He 
has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us in-
to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemp-
tion, the forgiveness of sins. 
 
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all crea-
tion, for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, 
things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 
rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and 
for him. He himself is before all things, and in him all things 
hold together. He is the head of the body, the church; he is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to 
have first place in everything. For in him all the fullness of 
God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by 
making peace through the blood of his cross. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 

“Be still, then, and know that I am God; 
I will be exalted among the nations;  

I will be exalted in the earth.” 
 

The Lord of  hosts is with us; 
the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 



 

 

The Alleluia 

The Gospel Reading 
Luke 23:33-43 

Glory to you, O God. 
 
When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they cruci-
fied Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his 
left. [[Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not 
know what they are doing.”]] And they cast lots to divide his 
clothing. And the people stood by watching, but the leaders 
scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if 
he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” The soldiers also 
mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine and saying, 
“If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” There was also 
an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 
 
One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him 
and saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” But 
the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you 
are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed 
have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve 
for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he 
said, “Jesus, remember me when you come in your kingdom.” He 
replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 



 

 

Reprinted with permission under One License #A-740145. All rights reserved. 

Hymn of the Day                                                            ELW 838 
 

Beautiful Savior 

The Sermon 
Rev. Jamie Retallack 



 

 

Prayers of Intercession  
 

United with your saints across time and place, we pray for our 
shared world.  
 
A brief silence. 
 
We pray for your church. Embolden denominations and faith-
based organizations in creative and collaborative ministries and 
increase our work for the sake of the gospel. Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 
We pray for the earth. Protect waterways from pollution and ani-
mal habitats from destruction (local water sources or protected 
lands may be named). Guide us in careful stewardship of waters, 
plant life, and animals. Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 
We pray for the nations of the world. Instill in every leader’s 
heart a desire for justice and peace. Support the work of interna-
tional collaborations that seek the goals of health and joy for all 
people (especially Elliana Meyers, Flip Roth, Beatrice Gill, Bri-
anna Wood, Edna Mann, Jackie Engelbach-Ugale, George Stub-
blebein, Tom Donhauser, Bernie Lewis, Jim Moon, Nanci 
Schnebly, Gloria Richards, and the family and friends of Art 
Plant). Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 
We pray for all who are undermined or oppressed. Amplify the 
voices of the unheard and break open stubborn systems of injus-
tice. Bring about your righteousness and fill us all with your re-
deeming light. Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 



 

 

 
 
We pray for this assembly. Guide our pastor/s, deacon/s, and 
council members in discernment, and nurture new leaders with 
fresh ideas. Give this congregation a spirit of discipleship and 
service. Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
We give thanks for all who have died in the faith (especially). 
Console us who mourn and comfort us with the beautiful prom-
ise of life in your kingdom. Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Accept these prayers, gracious God, and those known only to 
you; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 



 

 

The Sharing of the Peace  
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 

The Apostles’ Creed                                                          
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth.   

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.   
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

and born of the virgin Mary.   
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell.   

On the third day he rose again.   
He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

The Prayers of the Church 
 

Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 

...Accept these prayers, gracious God, and those known only to 
you; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 



 

 

The Offertory Hymn 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

The Offertory Music 

The Offertory Prayer 
  

Blessed are you, Maker of all things. As you have entrusted us 
with all that you have created, now gather our gifts, nourish us 
with this sacrament, and send us to those who hunger and thirst, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 



 

 

The Sanctus 

The Preface  
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty 
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. Fulfilling the 
promise of the resurrection, you pour out the fire of your Spirit, 
uniting in one body people of every nation and tongue. And so, 
with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with 
angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 



 

 
Words of  Institution 

 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took the 
bread, and after giving thanks He broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples,  saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood, poured out for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

The Invitation 

The Lamb of God 

Communion Music 
ELW 439 



 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Lord remember us in your kingdom  
and teach us to pray… 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory;  
forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Communion Blessing 
 
May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

The Benediction 

The Sending Prayer   
 

We give you thanks, most gracious God, that you have fed us 
with the bread of heaven and given us a foretaste of Paradise. 
Enliven us to be your body in the world and to serve those who 
are in need; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



 

 

Sending Hymn                                                                ELW 432 
 

The Head That Once Was Crowned 

The Sending 
Go in peace. Be a blessing in the world.  

Thanks be to God. 



 

 

Altar Flower Arrangements are $30 (for 2). Available dates: 
12/4, 12/11, 1/1, 1/15, 1/22, 1/29 

The People of St. John’s Welcome You to Worship Today! 

If you would like a pastoral visit for any reason, please call the 
office or call Pastor directly on his cell  @ (716) 848-9683.   

Sunday 11/20 9:00am In person/Streamed Service 
Sunday School 

Sunday 11/20 10:00am Joysingers 

Sunday 11/20 10:30am In person/Streamed Service 

Monday 11/21 4:30pm Guiding Eyes 

Monday 11/21 7:30pm Chordsmen 

Tuesday 11/22 9:30am Quilters 

Tuesday 11/22 7:00pm Narcotics Anonymous 

Thursday 11/24  Happy Thanksgiving! 

Friday 11/25 7:30pm Narcotics Anonymous 

Saturday 11/25 5:30pm In person Service 

Sunday 11/27 9:00am In person/ Streamed Service 
Sunday School 

Sunday 11/27 10:00am Joysingers 

Sunday 11/27 10:30am In person/ Streamed Service 

This Week at a Glance 

FRIENDSGIVING  
Sunday, November 20th From 6pm-8pm  

Turkey & Lasagna will be provided  
Youth bring a dish to pass  



 

 

 QR Code for Offering 

 

We lift up Elliana Meyers, Flip Roth, Beatrice Gill, Brianna 

Wood, Edna Mann, Jackie Engelbach-Ugale, George Stubblebein, 

Tom Donhauser, Bernie Lewis, Jim Moon, Nanci Schnebly, 

Gloria Richards, and the family and friends of Art Plant. 

   Spaghetti Dinner  

Income  1513.00 

Expenses   467.37  

Profit  1045.63 

Altar Guild 
Kelly Sieracki 

Deacons 
9am  RaeAnn Jakubowski 
10:30am  Kathy Snyder 

Ushers 
9am  Rich Rice & Sam Miller 

10:30am Linda Costa & Kathy Burr 

We are again participating in The Salvation Army Angel Tree 
program, bringing joy to children this Christmas season! Please 
take a tag from the tree and replace it with a star. You can purchase 
the gift listed (or something similar) and then place presents in a 
gift bag with the tag securely attached to the outside. Gifts should 
be returned to church by Sunday, Dec. 11th! Additional gifts may 
be purchased. The greatest need is for infant toys and board games 
for 10-12 year-olds. Envelopes are hanging on the trees for cash or 
check donations (made payable to Salvation Army). Please place 
in the offering plate. Let’s continue to share our blessings! If you 
have questions, call Carol Schwertz at 716-861-1619. 

Using your camera app you can scan the 
QR code to go to St. John’s donation 

page where you can make a one-time or 
recurring offering! Thank you for giving 

to St. John’s Lutheran! 



 

 



 

 

 He is the  
beginning… 

so that he  
might come  

to have  
first place  

in everything.   
 

Colossians 1:18b 



 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church provides  
an inviting environment for spreading God’s Word                         

through worship, teaching, and fellowship to address                            
the spiritual needs of our congregation and community.  

Open - Inviting - Alive in Christ! 

Congregation Council 
 

Kathy Konstabel, President  
Janet Sincebaugh, Vice-President  

Karen McClintock, Secretary  
Kathryn Snyder, Treasurer 

Linda Dean 
Sam Gierlinger 
Carol Graham 

RaeAnn Jakubowski 
Jamie Kloc 

Samuel Miller 
David Nester 

Rich Rice 
Kelly Sieracki 

Pastor Rev. Jamie Retallack (716-848-9683) 
Pastors Emeriti -Rev. John Swanson -Rev. John Scarafia 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church  
55 Pleasant Avenue, Lancaster, NY 14086 

Office 683-8972 (Mon.—Thurs. 10am-3pm) 
www.stjohnslanc.org 

stjohnslancaster55@gmail.com 
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