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THE VIGIL OF EASTER
Saturday, April 4, 2026

The Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Sisters and brothers in Christ, on this most holy night when our Savior
Jesus Christ passed from death to life, we gather with the church
throughout the world in vigil and prayer. This is the Passover of Jesus
Christ. Through light and the word, through water and oil, bread and
wine, we proclaim Christ's death and resurrection, share Christ's triumph
over sin and death, and await Christ's coming again in glory.

The Evening Prayer

Let us pray...Eternal giver of life and light, this holy night shines
with the radiance of the risen Christ. Renew your church with
the Spirit given us in baptism, that we may worship you in sin-
cerity and truth and may shine as a light in the world, through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The Pastor and Deacon light their candles from the Paschal
Candle and then share that light with the congregation as a re-
minder that Christ is our light that scatters the darkness. The

candles are to remain lit through the service of lessons.



Gathering Hymn

Here in This Place
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we shall a - rise at the sound of our name.
give us the cour-age to en - ter the song.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: GATHER US IN, Marty Haugen
Text and music © 1982 GIA Publications Inc., 7404 5. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 80(0.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Reprinted with permission under One License #A-740145. All rights reserved.



The First Lesson
Genesis 1:26-31

Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our
likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the
birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the
earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” So God
created humankind in his 1mage, in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them. God blessed them, and God said to
them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue 1t; and have
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over
every living thing that moves upon the earth.” God said, “See, I have
given you every plant yielding seed that 1s upon the face of all the earth,
and every tree with seed 1n its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to
every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that
creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given
every green plant for food.” And 1t was so. God saw everything that he
had made, and indeed, 1t was very good. And there was evening and there
was morning, the sixth day.

Silence for reflection
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Stay here and keep watch with me. Watch and  pray.
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The Second Lesson
Exodus 14:21-31a

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove the sea
back by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea mto dry land; and
the waters were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground,
the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. The
Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s
horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the moming watch the LORD in
the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and
threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so
that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the
Israelites, for the LORD is fighting for them against Egypt.”” Then the
LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the
water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot
drivers.” So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the
sea retumned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the
LORD tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and
covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh
that had followed them mto the sea; not one of them remained. But the
Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a
wall for them on their right and on their left. Thus the LORD saved Israel
that day from the Egyptians.

Silence for reflection
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The Third Lesson
Isaiah 55:1-9

Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no mon-
ey, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and
without price. Why do you spend your money for that which 1s not bread,
and your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and
eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. Incline your ear,
and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I will make with you an ev-
erlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. See, I made him a
witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. See, you
shall call nations that you do not know, and nations that do not know you
shall run to you, because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel,
for he has glorified you. Seek the LORD while he may be found, call up-
on him while he is near; let the wicked forsake their way, and the unright-
eous their thoughts; let them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy
on them, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. =~ For my
thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the
LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways
higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.
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The Fourth Lesson
Ezekiel 37:1-14

The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out
by the spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of a
valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there
were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He
said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?”’ I answered, “O Lord
GOD, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these
bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the
LORD. Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause
breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you,
and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin,
and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know
that I am the LORD.”

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied,
suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came to-
gether, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on
them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered
them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me,
“Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath:
Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath,
and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” I prophesied
as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they
lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.



Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of
Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope 1is lost;
we are cut off completely.” Therefore prophesy, and say to them,
Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and
bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring
you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the
LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your
graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you
shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall
know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the
LORD.”

Silence for Reflection
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Stay here and keep watch with me. Watch and pray.
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The Fifth Lesson
Romans 6:3-11

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we have
been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we
too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united
with him 1n a death like his, we will certainly be united with him
in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was cruci-
fied with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we
might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is
freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that
we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised
from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has domin-
1on over him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but
the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

Silence for Reflection
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Prayers of Intercession

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and re-
deem our broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

For the church universal, that all who have been baptized into
Christ’s death and resurrection may journey together in newness
of life, boldly proclaiming the good news of deliverance. Hear

us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

For the well-being of all creation, that the power that brought
forth all life may renew the earth. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

For the nations and those in authority, that they may be trans-
formed by the love of Christ and work together for the peace
and freedom you have promised to all peoples. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

For all who suffer in poverty, pain, or despair, that like your
people in Egypt, they may be set free to live abundantly in the
promised land of your love. (We especially pray for Edna Mann,
Tom Morse, Jackie Wolfram, Dave, Sara Hermsmeyer, Eoin
Mast, Arden Kruger, Jillian Graap, Anna Hart, Kelly R., Bryce,
Mary Anne, Paul Rudz, Rob Webster, Jake, Gloria Richards, Su-
san Loniewski, the Carpenter Family, Vicky and her family, Su-
san Thaesler, Jessica Riker, Andrea, and family and friends of
Tony Rogacki) Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



For this congregation, that we who have passed over from death
to life through baptism may, like Mary Magdalene, share the
good news of Christ’s resurrection in word and deed. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We give thanks for the faithful departed (especially Benedict the
African, confessor), trusting that all who died with Christ live
with him forever, sharing fully in Christ’s victory over sin,
death, and the grave. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim
the good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ,
our risen Savior. Amen.



The Prayers of Intercession
The end of each petition...Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

The Extinguishing of the Candles

As smoke rises from a flame so shall our prayers rise towards the
heavens. I mvite you now to extinguish your flames and remember that

our Heavenly Father has received our prayers and shall answer them mn
his infinite wisdom.

Affirmation Hymn ELW 453
Baptized and Set Free
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2 We are fed and were nour - ished, filled and re - freshed.
3 We are nour-ished by wa - ter, all  liv - ing things,
4 Now with praise and thanks - giv - ing, we join the song.
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Then we're washed, ev - er  gent-ly, in mer - cy and love.
Then our hun - ger re - turns and a - gain we are  blessed.
and by life that the  Spir - it a - bun - dant - ly brings.
All are wel - come! We  gath -er to sing loud and strong.
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Sin has pow - er no more. Je - sus o - pened the door
For what-ev - er the need, God is great - er in - deed:
As we jour - ney toward home, may your pres-ence be known:
Not en-slaved, but  set free! From now on, all  will be
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to a foun-tain bring-ing heal-ing, and whole-ness and more.
end-less o -cean, al-ways deep-er than all of our need.

pre-cious riv - er, ev-er - flow-ing, now car - ry us home.
one in Je-sus, one in wa - ter, bap - tized and set free!

Text: Cathy Skogen-Soldner, b. 1956
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The Meditation
The Profession of Faith

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism as we come before God
to make public affirmation of baptism into Christ. I ask you to profess your
faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
We renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel agamnst God?
We renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
We renounce them.

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



The Affirmation of Baptism

You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to
continue in the covenant God made with you in holy baptism: to
live among God's faithful people, to hear the word of God and
share 1n the Lord's supper, to proclaim the good news of God in
Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, following the
example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the
carth? We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

At this time I invite those who wish to affirm their baptism to
come forward.

Those wishing to affirm their baptism are invited to stand before
the font to receive a blessing. Pastor will use water for the
blessing as a reminder of your baptismal claim.

The Sending Prayer

Let us pray....We give you thanks, O God, that through water
and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth, cleanse us from sin,
and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in your people the gift of your
Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the
Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.
Amen.



The Gospel: John 20:1-18
Glory to you, O Lord.

Early on the first day of the week, while 1t was still dark, Mary Magdalene
came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the
tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one
whom Jesus loved, and said to them, ““They have taken the Lord out of the
tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” Then Peter and the
other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. The two were running
together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He
bent down to look mn and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did
not go n. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb.
He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on
Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by
itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and
he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture that he
must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to therr homes. But
Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look
into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of
Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to
her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, ‘“They have
taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” When
she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she
did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you
weeping? Whom are you looking for?”” Supposing him to be the gardener,
she said to him, ““Sr, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have
laid him, and I will take him away. Jesus said to her, “Mary!”” She turned
and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus
said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the
Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my
Father and your Father, to my God and your God.”” Mary Magdalene

went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told
them that he had said these things to her.

This 1s the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



Sending Hymn WOV 721

Go My Children With My Blessing
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1 “Go, my chil -dren, with my bless-ing, nev - er a - lone.
2 “Go, my chil -dren, sins for - giv - en, at peace and pure.
3 “Go, my chil -dren, fed and nour-ished, clos - er to  me.
4 “1 the Lord will bless and keep you, and give you peace.
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Wak - ing, sleep - ing, I am with you, you are my own.
Here you learned how much 1 love you, what I can cure.
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, joy - ful and free.
I the Lord will smile up-on you, and give you peace.
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In my love’s bap - tis - mal riv - er I have made you mine for-ev - er.
Here you heard my dear Son’s sto - ry, here you touched him,saw his glo - ry.
Here my Spir-it’s pow -er filled you, here his ten - der com-fort stilled you.
I the Lord will be your Fa - ther, Sav-ior, Com - fort-er and Broth-er.
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Go, my chil -dren, with my bless-ing, you are my own.”
Go, my chil - dren, sins for-giv - en, at peace and pure.”
Go, my chil - dren, fed and nour -ished, joy - ful and free.”
Go, my chil - dren, I will keep you, and give you peace.”

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919
Music: AR HYDY NOS, Welsh

Text © 1983 Jaroslav J. Vajda Reprinted with permission under One License #A-740145.
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