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Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
Sunday, February 8, 2026

The Prelude
The Greetings

2

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
the Creator of heaven and earth,
the Word who spoke life into being,
the Wind stirring the waters. Amen.

Let us turn m confession to the one who knows us completely.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Mighty God, lover of justice,

you call us to life in community, but we have served our own interests
at the expense of our neighbors. We have sown deceit where honesty
was needed. We say the right words, but our hearts are far from you.
Turn us to seek your face. Knit us together and give us the mind of

Christ, that we may do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with you,
our God. Amen.

The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares:
Like a spring of water that never fails, God covers you in the righteousness
of Christ, and forgives your sin in + Jesus’ name. May the Spirit give you
strength to live for others, and bless you with the gift of peace. Amen.



Opening Hymn LBW 393
Rise, Shine, You People!

0
',‘fhb ) P P p=
\\AY; | |
) . .
1 Rise, shine, you peo - ple! Christ the Lord has en - tered
2 See how he sends the pow’rs of e - vil reel - ing;
3 Come, cel - e - brate; your ban - ners high un - furl - ing,
4 Tell how the  Fa - ther sent his Son to save us.
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our hu-man sto - ry; God in him 1is cen - tered. He comes to
he  brings us free - dom, light and life and heal - ing. All men and
your songs and prayers a - gainst the dark-ness hurl - ing. To all the
Tell of the Son, who life and free-dom gave us. Tell how the
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us, by death and sin sur-round - ed, with grace un - bound-ed.
wom - en, who by guilt are driv - en, now are for - giv - en.
world go out and tell the sto - ry of Je -sus’ glo - ry.
Spir - it calls from ev-’ry na - tion his new cre - a - tion.

Text: Ronald A. Klug, b. 1939, alt.

Music: WOJTKIEWIECZ, Dale Wood, b. 1934
Reprinted with permission under One License #A-740145. All rights reserved.

Text and music © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress

The Prayer of the Day
Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all

who call upon you. By your Spirit show us the things we
ought to do, and give us the grace and power to do them,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



The First Reading
Isaiah 58:1-9a

Shout out; do not hold back!
Lift up your voice like a trumpet!
Announce to my people their rebellion,

to the house of Jacob their sins.

Yet day after day they seek me

and delight to know my ways,

as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness
and did not forsake the ordinance of their God;
they ask of me righteous judgments;

they want God on their side.

“Why do we fast, but you do not see?
Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?”’
Look, you serve your own mterest on your fast day
and oppress all your workers.

You fast only to quarrel and to fight
and to strike with a wicked fist.

Such fasting as you do today
will not make your voice heard on high.

Is such the fast that I choose,

a day to humble oneself?

[s it to bow down the head like a bulrush
and to lie in sackcloth and ashes?

Will you call this a fast,

a day acceptable to the Lord?

Is not this the fast that I choose:
to loose the bonds of njustice,
to undo the straps of the yoke,

to let the oppressed go free,
and to break every yoke?



Is it not to share your bread with the hungry
and bring the homeless poor into your house;
when you see the naked, to cover them
and not to hide yourself from your own kin?
Then your light shall break forth like the dawn,
and your healing shall spring up quickly;
your vindicator shall go before you;
the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard.
Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer;
you shall cry for help, and he will say, “Here I am.

This 1s the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.




Psalm 112:1-9
(Read Responsively)

Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the Lord
and have great delight in God’s commandments!

Their descendants will be mighty in the land;
the generation of the upright will be blessed.

Wealth and riches will be 1n their house,
and their righteousness will last forever.

Light shines in the darkness for the upright;
the righteous are merciful
and full of compassion.

It 1s good for them to be generous in lending
and to manage their affairs with justice.

For they will never be shaken;
the righteous will be kept
in everlasting remembrance.

They will not be afraid of any evil rumors;
their heart is steadfast, trusting in the Lord.

Their heart is established and will not shrink,
until they see their desire upon their enemies.

They have given freely to the poor,
and their righteousness stands fast forever;
they will hold up their head with honor.



The Second Reading
1 Corinthians 2:1-12

When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the
testimony of God to you with superior speech or wisdom. For I decided
to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. And I
came to you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. My speech
and my proclamation were made not with persuasive words of wis-
dom but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your
faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God.

Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it 1s not a wisdom of
this age or of the rulers of this age, who are being destroyed. But we
speak God’s wisdom, a hidden mystery, which God decreed before the
ages for our glory and which none of the rulers of this age understood, for
if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. But, as it 1s
written,
“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard,
nor the human heart conceived,
what God has prepared for those who love him”—

God has revealed to us through the Spirit, for the Spirit searches every-
thing, even the depths of God. For what human knows what 1s truly hu-
man except the human spirit that 1s within? So also no one comprehends
what 1s truly God’s except the Spirit of God. Now we have received not
the spirit of the world but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may un-
derstand the gifts bestowed on us by God.

This 1s the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



The Alleluia
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You have the words of e - ter- nal life. Al - le - Tu ia.
The Gospel Reading
Matthew 5:13-20
Glory to you, O God.

[Jesus said] “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how
can 1its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything but is
thrown out and trampled under foot.

“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. People
do not light a lamp and put 1t under the bushel basket; rather, they put it
on the lampstand, and 1t gives light to all in the house. In the same way,
let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works
and give glory to your Father in heaven.

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have
come not to abolish but to fulfill. For truly I tell you, until heaven and
carth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from
the law until all 1s accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the
least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be
called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teach-
es them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, un-
less your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will
never enter the kingdom of heaven.

This 1s the Word of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



The Sermon
Rev. Jamie Retallack

Hymn of the Day ACS 914
Jesus, the Light of the World
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1 Hark! the her - ald an - gels sing, Je-sus, the Light of the world;
2 Joy - ful, all you na - tions, rise; Je-sus, the Light of the world;
3 Christ,by high - est heav’'n a - dored, Je-sus, the Light of the world;
4 Hail the heav’n-born Prince of peace! Je-sus, the Light of the world;
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“Glo - ry to the new-born king,” Je-sus, the Light of the world.
join  the tri-umph of the skies; Je-sus, the Light of the world.
Christ, the ev - er - last - ing Lord! Je-sus, the Light of the world.
Hail the Sun of righ-teous-ness! Je-sus, the Light of the world.
Refrain
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We’ll walk in the light, beau-ti-ful light, come where the dew-drops of mer-cy are bright.
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Shine all a-round us by day and by night,

Text: Charles Wesley, 17071788, stanzas; George D. Elderkin, 1845-1928, refrain
Music: WE’LL WALK IN THE LIGHT, Traditional; arr. George D. Elderkin

Je-sus, the Light of the world.



Prayers of Intercession

As God’s beloved children united i Christ, let us pray for the church,
the whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

A brief silence.

Your church does ministry in many and various ways. Keep the baptized
true to the mind of Christ, that our works and witness bring hope to a

troubled world. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Your marvelous creation cries out to you. Restore polluted air, soil, and
water sources to wholeness. Guard honeybees, elephants, great whales
and songbirds from harm, and renew the face of the earth. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Your people in every nation suffer injustice, poverty, and the threat of vio-
lence. Guide those in authority to govern with compassion, and bring
peace to war zones (areas of conflict may be named). We pray for our en-
emies. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Your blessings are poured out for all in need. Help and heal any who ex-
perience trauma, discrimination, disease, hunger, abuse, or persecution.
Comfort those who are sick or grieving (especially Edna Mann, Tom
Morse, Jackie Wolfram, Dave, Lee Babirad, Sara Hermsmeyer, Eoin
Mast, Arden Kruger, Jillian Graap, Anna Hart, Kelly R., Bryce, Mary
Anne, Paul Rudz, Rob Webster, Jenny Gozdziak. Tom, Sue, and the fam-
ily & friends of Bill Kent) . Merciful God,

receive our prayer.



Your wisdom guides this congregation and its ministries. Sustain
our ordained leaders, staff, lay leaders, and volunteers. Form us
to be salt and light for the neighbors we serve, following the ex-

ample of Christ. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Your saints rejoice at your heavenly banquet. We give thanks for
their lives of faith, trusting that we also will be embraced by
your eternal love. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers
us, we commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness
made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen.



The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of the Church
Merciful God, receive our prayer.
Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers

us, we commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness
made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen.

The Sharing of the Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.



The Offering

The Offering Music

The Offertory Hymn
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1 Ac-cept, O Lord, the gifts we bring to placeup-on your ta - ble.
2 The vines were plant - ed, seeds were sown. They grew in your good plea-sure.
in prayer be - fore you.

3 Our hopes and dreams, our toils

and cares we lift

= ———

C 3 —@ — \) d_ d

P . 'S
We do not wor - ship as we oughtbut on - ly as we’re a - ble.

What once was com - mon, dail -y food be-comes a ho - ly trea-sure.
a - dore you.

Lord, by your grace

Text: Beth Bergeron Folkemer, b. 1957
Music: BARBARA ALLEN, English folk tune

Text © 1990 Augsburg Fortress

now come to us, as

The Offertory Prayer

hum-bly we

Reprinted with permission under One License #A-740145. All rights reserved.

God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have
prepared for those who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness
of your mercy. Use what we have gathered to feed us with the reign of
God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.



The Preface

It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 1n
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown
forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your
beloved Son; and 1n the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your
glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho - 1y, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and
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might, heav - en and earth are full of your glo - ry.
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high - est. Ho - san - na in the high - est



Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took the
bread, and after giving thanks He broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this 1s my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it
for all to drink, saying: This cup i1s the new covenant in my
blood, poured out for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

The Invitation

The Lamb of God
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Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world;
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grant us peace, grant us peace.

Communion Music

LBW 212, WOV 709




The Communion Blessing

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray...

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory;
forever and ever. Amen.

The Sending Prayer

Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the
sacrament of his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send
us from this table with delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of
your love, and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

The Benediction



Sending Hymn ACS 1000
God's Work, Our Hands
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1 God’s work, our hands: work - ing to - geth - eer,
2 God’s work, our feet: trav-’ling to - geth - er
3 God’s work, our voice: sing - ing to - geth - eer
4 God is at work in and a - round us:
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build - ing a fu - ture, re - pair - ing the world,
fol - low - ing Je - sus to plac - es un - known,
prais - ing, pro - claim-ing to all who will hear,
seed - lings are sprout-ing and bread’s on  the rise!
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rais - ing up homes, plant - ing  new gar - dens,
walk - ing as friends, march - ing  for free - dom,
pray - ing for peace, shout - ing  for jus - tice,
Washed and set free, hum - bled and hon - ored,
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feed - ing the hun - gry and shelt- 'ring  the cold.
run - ning the race with God’s fu - ture the goal.
claim - ing God’s love for the lost and the least.
gift - ed by grace, we re - spond in God’s love.
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Bless, God, our hands as we work In your name,

Bless, God, our feet as we fol - low your  way,

Bless, God, our voice as we speak in your name,

Bless, God, our lives as we an - swer your call,
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shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.

shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.

shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.

shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.



The Sending
Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.

Thanks be to God.
God’s Work, Our Hands
L4
Text:' Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954 ' Offerln
Tt © 2019 Evangelicl Luthran Chuch i Armrica dmin. Augeburg Pt 2/1/2026
Music © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress
Reprinted with permission under One License #A-740145. All rights reserved. $ 2922 . OO

The People of St. John’s Welcome You for Worship Today!

If you would like a pastoral visit for any reason, please call the office
or call Pastor directly on his cell @ (716) 848-9683.

Office Hours:
St John’s Lancaster M, W, Th 10am-3pm.
St John’s Elma Tuesdays 10am-3pm.

Quarterly Statements are available upon request.
If you would like to receive quarterly statements
in the mail, please sign up, or let the office know.

QR Code for Offering

Using your camera app you can scan the
QR code to go to St. John’s donation
page where you can make a one-time or re-
curring offering! Thank you for giving!




Altar Flower Arrangements:
as of January 1, 2026, flower arrangements are $40 (for 2).

Available Flower Dates: Feb. 15,22 Mar 1, 8, 15, 22, 29

Altar Guild: John & Nancy Scarafia
Deacon: Kathy Konstabel
Ushers: Janet Sincebaugh & Linda Costa

Grape juice & gluten free wafers are available for Communion

We lift up: Edna Mann, Tom Morse, Jackie Wolfram, Dave, Lee
Babirad, Sara Hermsmeyer, Eoin Mast, Arden Kruger, Jillian
Graap, Anna Hart, Kelly R., Bryce, Mary Anne, Paul Rudz, Rob
Webster, Jenny Gozdziak. Tom, Sue, and the family & friends of
Bill Kent.

New Choir Practice Time
Choir will now practice on Sundays 11:05-11:20am.
All are welcome to join!

Women’s Group Lunch
will be at Olive Tree on Wed, Feb 11 at 11:30.
Please sign up by Feb 8.

Ash Wednesday Worship (@ Lancaster February 18th @ 7pm.

BOOK CLUB: Please join us at the Conference Table
downstairs in the Chapel Hall at St. John’s Lancaster (using

the ramp entrance) on Wednesday, February 25th at 2:30 PM
The Five Wishes of Mr. Murray McBride by Joe Siple




YOUTH EVENTS

Feb. 8, 11:00 -2:00pm

“Bring a Friend to Brunch”
Wear your favorite Super Bowl at-
tire. Enjoy food and socializing with
friends. Games to follow (if time per-
mits). Please reply as to your favorite
juice to drink.

Flyers for can food / cereal drive will
be given out to youth for distribution.

Feb. 21, 9:00 — 11:00am

Can food drive for Poppi’s Pantry.
Youth to collect pantry donations.

Feb. 22, 11:00am — 2:00pm

Collect additional food drive donations.
Outdoor scavenger hunt...(let’s ex-
plore our village!) Snacks and bever-

ages provided. Dress appropriately for
weather.

Poppi’s Pantry is serving residents of the Lancaster Towers on
Mondays from 11-2. We are seeking volunteers to assist during this time.
Kindly consider donating time to help. There 1s a sign-up sheet on the

door to the pantry. Thank you!

Poppi’s Pantry is extremely grateful for all donations. If you are looking
for donation 1deas, you may want to consider: cereal/oatmeal, canned
meats (chicken, spam), canned meals (Hash, Dinty Moore stew), small
cans dog/cat food, pasta sauce (including Alfredo) and single serving pud-
ding and/or gelatin cups (including sugar free), Thank you!

One Call Now: One Call Now is the automated phone service we use
to make “‘robo calls’ to the congregation with closings, updates, event
information and general reminders. If you are not receiving calls
but would like to, please leave a note, send an email, or call the office
with the best phone number we can use to reach you. Thank you.
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This Week at-a-Glance

Sunday, February 8, 2026

Event

Bible Study

Joysingers

In Person/ Online Service
Sunday School

YOUTH: Brunch

Choir Practice
Confirmation Class
Property & Grounds

Time

9:00am

9:30am

10:00am

10:00am

11:00am - 2:00pm
11:05am - 11:20am
11:15am

11:30am

Location
Memorial Lounge

Sanctuary

Fellowship Hall
Choir Room - Off of the Chapel Downstairs

Monday, February 9, 2026

Event

Church Office Hours
Guiding Eyes
Chordsmen

Time

10:00am - 3:00pm
5:00pm - 7:30pm
7:30pm

Location
Church Office
Fellowship Hall
Chapel

Tuesday, February 10, 2026

Event Time Location
Quilters 9:30am Fellowship Hall
NA Meeting 7:00pm Fellowship Hall

Wednesday, February 11, 2026

Event
Church Office Hours

Women's Lunch
Lancaster Garden Club
LYMA Mtg.

Time

10:00am - 3:00pm
11:30am

7:00pm

7:00pm

Location
Church Office
Olive Tree
Fellowship Hall

Thursday, February 12, 2026
Event
Church Office Hours
Bible Study
Handbell Practice

Time

10:00am - 3:00pm
1:00pm

6:30pm

Location

Church Office

Chapel - Conference Area
Balcony

Saturday, February 14, 2026

Event
LYMA Breakfast
In Person Service

Time
9:00am
5:30pm

Location
Olive Tree
Chapel

Sunday, February 15, 2026

Event

Good News Articles Due
Bible Study

Joysingers

In Person/ Online Service
Sunday School

Coffee Hour

Choir Practice

Time

9:00am

9:30am

10:00am

10:00am

11:00am

11:05am - 11:20am

Location
Memorial Lounge
Sanctuary

Memorial Lounge
Choir Room - Off of the Chapel Downstairs
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MISSION STATEMENT
St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church provides
an inviting environment for spreading God’s Word
through worship, teaching, and fellowship to address
the spiritual needs of our congregation and community.
Open - Inviting - Alive in Christ!

Pastor Rev. Jamie Retallack (716-848-9683)
Pastors Emeriti -Rev. John Swanson -Rev. John Scarafia
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
55 Pleasant Avenue, Lancaster, NY 14086
Office 683-8972 (Mon-Wed-Thurs 10am-3pm)
www.stjohnslanc.org
stjohnslancaster55@gmail.com

Congregation Council
Janet Sincebaugh (President)
Carol Graham (Vice-President)
Karen McClintock (Secretary)
Kathryn Snyder (Treasurer)

Pauline Bauer Jeff Miller
Tom Frost Rich Rice
Sam Gierlinger Paul Rudz
RaeAnn Jakubowski Kelly Sieracki
Marjorie Kruger

Printed/projected materials used in this bulletin are included by permission of licenses:
Worship elements: From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All
rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License

#SAS000634 and Music: One License #A-740145. All rights reserved.

Bible Passages unless otherwise noted: New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition
(NRSVUE) Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States
of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.




