
 

Blue Christmas 
Service of Hope 

Peaceful Worship  
For the Holy Season 



 

In the gathering darkness of December,  
we anticipate the coming again  

of the Light of the world.  
The hope that marks Advent’s waiting  

keeps us looking forward to the coming of Christ. 
It could also be that the blue color  

of the Advent season (which symbolizes hope)  
is the very remedy we need  

for what makes us feel “blue” at Christmas. 



 

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE 
December 20th, 2025 

 
The Opening Hymn                         LBW 30 
 

“Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” 

Reprinted with permission under One License #A-740145. All rights reserved. 



 

Words of Welcome 
 

Welcome to this service of longing and hope. In the long, dark winter 
nights, memories of past experiences and the pain of the present experi-
ences and situations can be overwhelming. For some, Christmas Day is 
the most difficult. For others, it could be Christmas Eve, or New Year’s 
Eve, or just the beginning of another lonely year. In this service we invite 
you to listen. We invite you to pray. We invite you to sing. We invite you 
to meditate on the pain and anguish you bring— and we invite you to of-
fer your pain and anguish to the Christ Child. We trust that you will find 
hope and comfort in knowing that you are not alone, for God walks with 
you. During this time we invite you to experience the Light of Christ. 
 
Come, let us bow down in worship and kneel before the Lord our Maker, 
for he is our God 
We are the people of his pasture, the flock he cares for. 
 
Jesus said “Come to me, all you who are weary and heavily burdened, 
and I will give you rest.” And so we invite you to this time of peaceful 
worship. Leave your busy life behind for a while. 
We come with heavy hearts, needing to hear God’s word of hope in 
the midst of our longings. 
 
Give your time to God, and rest in God for a little while. 
 
Let us Pray. God of Mercy, hear our prayer in this Advent Season—for 
ourselves and for our families who live with painful memories of loss. We 
ask for strength for today, courage for tomorrow, and peace for the past. 
We ask these things in the name of Christ Jesus, who spares our life in joy 
and in sorrow, in death and new birth, in despair and in promise. Amen. 



 

Hymn                          LBW 272 
“Abide With Me” 



 

First Reading 
Isaiah 9:2-7 

 
The people who walked in darkness 

have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

on them light has shined. 
You have multiplied the nation; 

you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 

as with joy at the harvest, 
as people exult when dividing plunder. 

For the yoke of their burden 
and the bar across their shoulders, 

the rod of their oppressor, 
you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
For all the boots of the tramping warriors 

and all the garments rolled in blood 
shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
For a child has been born for us, 

a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders, 

and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Great will be his authority, 
and there shall be endless peace 

for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
He will establish and uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 
from this time onward and forevermore. 

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.  



 

Second Reading 
Romans 8:31-35, 37-39 

 

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is 
against us? He who did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for all 
of us, how will he not with him also give us everything else? Who will 
bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to 
condemn? It is Christ who died, or rather, who was raised, who is also at 
the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. Who will separate us 
from the love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or persecution or 
famine or nakedness or peril or sword?  
 
No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who 
loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the 
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  



 

The Gospel 
John 1:1-5, 10-14 

 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into 
being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What 
has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all peo-
ple. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it.  
 
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him, yet the 
world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own 
people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in 
his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not 
of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 
 

Jesus says, “I AM the resurrection and the life.  
Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live. 



 

The Message 
Pastor Jamie 

Hymn                                                                             WOV 772 
“O Lord, Hear My Prayer” 

Reprinted with permission under One License #A-740145. All rights reserved. 



 

There are times when all we see is darkness; we cry out “The 
Lord has forsaken me; my Lord has forgotten me!” But God 
says, “I shall never forget you! I have inscribed you on the 
palms of my hands!” By the grace of Christ we are accepted 
and loved by God. 

The Prayers of Intercession 

Let us pray...Merciful God, you know us inside and out. In your 
mercy forgive what we have been, and direct what we shall be, 
so that we can delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name. 



 

O Lord our God, you see and know and feel the pain of the 
world. Look upon us when we feel alone and wrap s in your 
love, that in the midst of pain we can know your presence; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Merciful God, in the stillness of our souls we listen for your 
voice to know again that you are God. Quiet our restless hearts 
with the knowledge that you should stand with us in the shad-
ows, keeping watch over your own. Reawaken our faith and 
light the lamp of hope within our hearts. 



 

A Liturgy of Remembering 
 

We light this first candle to remember those whom we have 
loved who died. We pause to remember their name, their face, 
their voice, the memory that binds them to us in this season. 
(light the first candle of the Advent Wreath) 
Let God’s eternal love surround them. 
 
We light this second candle to redeem the pain of loss; the loss 
of relationships, the loss of jobs, the loss of health. We pause to 
gather up the pain of the past and offer it to God, asking that 
from God’s hands we receive the gifts of peace and hope.                        
(light the second candle of the Advent Wreath) 
Refresh, restore, renew us, O God, and lead us into your 
future. 
 
We light this third candle to remember ourselves this Christmas 
time. We pause and remember these past weeks and months; the 
disbelief, the anger, the down times, the poignancy of 
reminiscing, the hugs and handshakes of family and friends, all 
those who stand with us. We give thanks for all the support we 
have known. 
(light the third candle of the Advent Wreath) 
Let us remember that God defeats the darkness. 
 
We light this fourth candle to remember our faith and the gift of 
hope which the Christmas story offers to us. We remember that 
God who shares our life promises us a place and time when 
suffering and pain will be no more.                                                                   
(light the fourth candle of the Advent Wreath) 
Let us remember the One who shows us the way, who brings 
the truth, and who bears the light. 



 

Again Jesus spoke to them saying, “I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have 
the light of eternal life.” (John 8:12)  
 
That’s the message of Christmas! Jesus, the light of the world is 
born in Bethlehem in order to dispel the darkness of this world 
and the darkness in our lives. Let’s invite Jesus to bring healing 
and hope into our lives, today and forevermore. 

Benediction 
 

The Light of Christ dwells in you now and always,  
lighting your way to eternity. Glory be to God! 

Glory to God in the highest! 

Communion 



 

The Sending Hymn                                                          LBW 34 
 

“O Come, O Come Emmanuel”  
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