Welcome to St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Lancaster

Sunday Worship

Rev. Jamie Retallack
716-848-9683



Seventh Sunday of Easter
June 1, 2025

The Prelude
The Greetings

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the strength of our
ancestors, the host of this meal, the builder of the city that is to
come. Amen.

If we have died with Christ, we will also live with Christ.
Let us confess our sin to the one who 1s faithful.
Silence for Prayer & Confession

God our helper,

we confess the many ways we have failed to live as your
disciples. We have not finished what we began. We have
feasted with friends but ignored strangers. We have been
captivated by our possessions. Lift our burdens, gracious
God. Refresh our hearts and forgive our sin. Raise us to the
new life you have chosen for us in Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

There 1s rejoicing in heaven when sinners repent. Put your trust
in these promises: God will never leave you or forsake you. You
who were lost have been found. For the sake of Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven. Rejoice with the angels at this good
news. Amen.



Opening Hymn

LBW 170

Crown Him with Many Crowns
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1 Crown him with man - y crowns, the Lamb up - on his throne;
2 Crown him the vir- gin’s Son, the God in - car - nate born,
3 Crown him the Lord of love— be - hold his hands and side,
4 Crown him the Lord of life, who tri - umphed o’er the grave
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hark, how the heav’n-ly  an-them drowns all mu - sic but its own.
whose arm those crim-son tro-phies won which now his brow a - dorn;
rich wounds,yet vis - 1 - ble a - bove, in beau-ty glo - ri - fied.
and rose vic - to-rious in the  strife for those he came to save.
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A - wake, my soul, and sing of  him who died for thee,
fruit  of the mys - tic  rose, yet of that rose the stem,
No an - gels 1in the sky can  ful - ly bear that sight,
His glo - ries now we sing, who died and rose on high,
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and hail him as thy match-less king through all e - ter - ni - ty.
the root whence mer - cy ev - er flows,the babe of Beth - le - hem.

but down-ward bend their burn - ing eyes
who died, e - ter - nal life

at
to bring, and

mys-ter - ies so bright.
lives that death may die.

Crown him the Lord of peace,

whose pow’r a scepter sways

from pole to pole, that wars may cease,
absorbed in prayer and praise.

His reign shall know no end,

and round his pierced feet

fair flow’rs of paradise extend

their fragrance ever sweet.

6 Crown him the Lord of years,
the potentate of time,
creator of the rolling spheres,
ineffably sublime.
All hail, Redeemer, hail!
For thou hast died for me;
thy praise and glory shall not fail
throughout eternity.




The Prayer of the Day

O God, form the minds of your faithful people into your one will.
Make us love what you command and desire what you promise, that,
amid all the changes of this world, our hearts may be fixed where true
joy is found, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The First Reading
Acts 16:16-34

One day as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a
female slave who had a spirit of divination and brought her
owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. While she
followed Paul and us, she would cry out, “These men are slaves
of the Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of
salvation.” She kept doing this for many days. But Paul, very
much annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I order you in the
name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that
very hour.

But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was
gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the
marketplace before the authorities. When they had brought them
before the magistrates, they said, “These men, these Jews, are
disturbing our city and are advocating customs that are not
lawful for us, being Romans, to adopt or observe.” The crowd
joined in attacking them, and the magistrates had them stripped
of their clothing and ordered them to be beaten with rods. After
they had given them a severe flogging, they threw them into
prison and ordered the jailer to keep them securely. Following
these instructions, he put them in the innermost cell and fastened
their feet in the stocks.



About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns
to God, and the prisoners were listening to them. Suddenly there
was an earthquake so violent that the foundations of the prison
were shaken, and immediately all the doors were opened and
everyone’s chains were unfastened. When the jailer woke up
and saw the prison doors wide open, he drew his sword and was
about to kill himself, since he supposed that the prisoners had
escaped. But Paul shouted in a loud voice, “Do not harm your-
self, for we are all here.” The jailer called for lights, and rushing
in, he fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. Then he
brought them outside and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be
saved?” They answered, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you
will be saved, you and your household.” They spoke the word of
the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. At the same
hour of the night he took them and washed their wounds; then
he and his entire family were baptized without delay. He
brought them up into the house and set food before them, and he

and his entire household rejoiced that he had become a believer
in God.

This 1s the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 97
Read Responsively

The Lord reigns; let the earth rejoice;
let the multitude of the isles be glad.

Clouds and darkness surround the Lord,
righteousness and justice
are the foundations of God’s throne.



Fire goes before the Lord,
burning up enemies on every side.

Lightnings light up the world;
the earth sees and trembles.

The mountains melt like wax
before the Lord of all the earth.

The heavens declare your righteousness, O Lord,
and all the peoples see your glory.

Confounded be all who worship carved images
and delight in false gods!
Bow down before the Lord, all you gods.

Zion hears and is glad,
and the cities of Judah rejoice,
because of your judgments, O Lord.

For you are the Lord, most high over all the earth;
you are exalted far above all gods.

You who love the Lord, hate evil!
God guards the lives of the saints
and rescues them from the hand of the wicked.

Light dawns |or the righteous,
and joy for the honest of heart.

Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous,
and give thanks to God’s holy name



Second Reading
Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21

“See, I am coming soon; my reward 1s with me, to repay according to
everyone’s work. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last,
the Beginning and the End.”

Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they will have the right to
the tree of life and may enter the city by the gates.

“It 1s I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this testimony for the
churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright moming
star.”
The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.”
And let everyone who hears say, “Come.”
And let everyone who is thirsty come.
Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift.

The one who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.”
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!

The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen.

This 1s the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The Alleluia
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Al - 1le - Iu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al - le - Iu - ia.



The Gospel Reading
John 17:20-26
Glory to you, O Lord

[Jesus prayed:] “I ask not only on behalf of these but also on behalf of
those who believe in me through their word, that they may all be one. As
you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be n us, so that the
world may believe that you have sent me. The glory that you have given
me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, I in them
and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that the world
may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have
loved me. Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may
be with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me be-
cause you loved me before the foundation of the world.

“Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you, and
these know that you have sent me. I made your name known to them, and
I will make it known, so that the love with which you have loved me may
be in them and I in them.”

Thus 1s the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ

The Sermon
Rev. Jamie Retallack




Hymn of the Day LBW 364

Son of God, Eternal Savior
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1 Son of God, e - ter - nal Sav-ior, source of life and truth and grace,
2 As you, Lord, have lived for oth-ers, so may we for oth - ers live.
3 Come, O Christ, and reign a - mong us, King of love and Prince of peace;
4 Son of God, e - ter - nal Sav-ior, source of life and truth and grace,
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Word made flesh,whose birth a - mong us hal - lows all our hu - man race,
Free - ly  have your gifts been grant-ed; free-ly may your ser - vants give.
hush the storm of strife and pas-sion,bid its cru-el dis - cords cease.
Word made flesh,whose birth a - mong us hal - lows all our hu - man race:
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you our head,who,throned in glo-ry, for your own will ev - er plead:
Yours the gold and yours the sil-ver, yours the wealth of land and sea;
By your pa-tient years of toil-ing, by your si-lent hours of pain,

by your pray-ing, by  your will-ing that your peo-ple should be one,
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fill us with your love and pit -y, heal our wrong,and help our need.
we but stew-ards of  your boun-ty held in sol - emn trust will be.

quench our fe-vered thirst of plea-sure, stem our self - ish greed of gain.
grant, oh, grant our hope’s fru - 1 - tion: here on earth your will be done.

Text: Somerset C. Lowry, 1855-1932
Music: IN BABILONE, Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710
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Prayers of Intercession

God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer
for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 4 brief silence.

Welcoming God, you invite all people to come and encounter
your love. Give your church open hearts and minds to embrace
all who seek your presence. Increase the capacity for cooperation
between denominations and congregations. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Creating God, your might 1s seen in storms and in silence. Where
drought threatens, bring rain. Where waters flood, ease them
back. Where fire, earthquake, hurricane, or tornado destroy, shel-
ter your people and restore your land. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Discerning God, fill the hearts of leaders with your passion for
justice and mercy. Call the nations of this world to tables of peace
and collaboration. Encourage governments to seek avenues of
collective benefit and joy. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Abiding God, all people are held in your care. Accompany survi-
vors of abuse, trauma, and exploitation. Strengthen our resolve to
listen and advocate on behalf of all who are unnoticed. Hear our
prayers for those close to our heart (especially Edna Mann, Tom
& Ruth Morse, Jackie Wolfram, Bruce Jacobs, Dave, Jay, Lee
Babirad, Sara Hermsmeyer, Eoin Mast, Arno Konstabel, Antoi-
nette, Arden Kruger, Jillian Graap, Jim & Deb, Kelly R., Luke
Roller, Kathy Snyder, and the family and friends of Dominic
D’Angelo). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



Rejoicing God, be with this congregation as summer begins in
the northern hemisphere. Keep travelers safe. Keep the vulnera-
ble cool. Invigorate summer ministry efforts in our community,
and support the well-being of children and young people (VBS,
camp, summer series or other programs may be named). Hear us,

O God.
Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Loving God, the beginning and the end, you are with us through-
out our lives. In gratitude for the saints who have died (especially
Justin, martyr), we look toward your coming again among us.

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting
that you are always with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen
Savior. Amen.



The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of the Church
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We commend these and all our prayers to you,

O God, trusting that you are always with us;
in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.

The Sharing of the Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.



The Offering
The Offering Music

The Offertory Hymn
Awake My Heart with Gladness
Performed by the Handbell Choir

The Offertory Prayer

Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace
along with these gifts we bring. Come among us again, breathe
your life into us, and enliven us with this meal, that we may live
as your risen body in the world. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.



The Preface

It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and 1n all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and
merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus
Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our
sin; who 1n dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought
us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all
the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their
creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and
seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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The Sanctus
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Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and
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might, heav - en and earth are full of your glo - ry.
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Ho- san - na in the high - est. Bless- ed is he who
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high - estt Ho-san - na in the high - est



Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took the
bread, and after giving thanks He broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my
blood, poured out for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

The Invitation

The Lamb of God
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Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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grant us peace, grant us peace.

Communion Music
LBW 212, WOV 709




The Communion Blessing

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray...

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory;
forever and ever. Amen.

The Sending Prayer
Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us.

Send us now to tell of your wonders, sing of your glory, and
proclaim your risen life to a wounded and weary world. Amen.

The Benediction



Sending Hymn LBW 359

In Christ There Is No East or West
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1 In Christ there 1S no east or west, iIn him no south or north,

2 In Christ shall true hearts ev-’ry-where their high com - mu - nion find;

3 Join hands, dis - ci - ples of the faith, what-e’er your race may be.

4 In Christ now meet both east and west, in him meet south and north;
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but one com-mu - ni - ty of love through-out the whole wide earth.
his ser-vice 1s the gold-en cord close - bind - ing hu - man - kind.
All  chil-dren of the liv-ing God are sure - ly kin to  me.

all ~ Christ-ly souls are one in him through-out the whole wide earth.

Text: John Oxenham, 1852-1941
Music: MCKEE, African American spiritual; adapt. Harry T. Burleigh, 1866-1949

The Sending

Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!
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Crown Him with Many Crowns

Text: Matthew Bridges, 1800—1894; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903
Music: DIADEMATA, George J. Elvey 1816-1893



The People of St. John’s Welcome You for Worship Today!

If you would like a pastoral visit for any reason, please call the office
or call Pastor directly on his cell @ (716) 848-9683.

Office Hours:
Melissa will have office hours here in Lancaster
on Mon, Wed, and Thurs, from 10am to 3pm.

We lift up: Edna Mann, Tom & Ruth Morse, Jackie Wolfram, Bruce Ja-
cobs, Dave, Jay, Lee Babirad, Sara Hermsmeyer, Eoin Mast, Amo Kon-
stabel, Antoinette, Arden Kruger, Jillian Graap, Jim & Deb, Kelly R., Luke
Roller, Kathy Snyder, and the family and friends of Dominic D’ Angelo.

APRIL 2025

Offering/Giving envelopes / Loose Income
$2,584.00 amount needed each Sunday

17 Sundays thru APRIL '25 $43,928.00

actual thru APRIL 2025 $35,900.37
difference -$8,027.63

OR Code for Offering

Using your camera app you can scan the
QR code to go to St. John’s donation
page where you can make a one-time or re-
curring offering! Thank you for giving!




Altar Guild: Sharon Walker & Carol Graham
Deacon: Paul Rudz
Ushers: Bev Hess & Rick Tomaszewski

BOOK CLUB:

Please join us at the Conference Table downstairs in the
Chapel Hall at St. John’s Lancaster (using the ramp entrance)
on Wednesday, June 11th at 1:00 PM to discuss the novel,
KILLS WELL WITH OTHERS, by Deanna Raybourn.

Altar Flower Arrangements
are $30 (for 2). To dedicate flowers use the envelopes provided
in church or contact the church office by phone (716-683-8972)
or email (stjohnslancaster55@gmail.com). Dedications must be
submitted by the Monday before the dedication date.

Available Altar Flower Dates:
June 8, 15, 22, 29

Grape juice & gluten free wafers are available for Communion

Offering: 5/25/25 - $ 978.38

GOT SNEAKERS??? Guiding Eyes for the Blind is having a sneaker

drive with a sneaker recycling organization called GotSneakers. If you
would like to help, please bring in your used/old sneakers and deposit them
in the receptacle in the Fellowship Hall marked GotSneakers? Thank you!

The Elma and Lancaster Women’s Fellowship Lunch
will be @ 11:30am on Wednesday June 11th @ Olive Tree.
Please sign up or contact Bev Hess by Sunday June 8th.




This Week at-a-Glance

Sunday, June 1, 2025

Event Time
Bible Study 9:00am
In Person/ Online Service 10:00am
Sunday School 10:00am
Confirmation Class 11:00am

Location
Memorial Lounge

Sanctuary
Sunday School Room

Monday, June 2, 2025

Event Time

Church Office Hours 10:00am - 3:00pm
Guiding Eyes 4:30pm

LYMA Golf 5:15pm
Chordsmen 7:30pm

Location
Church Office

Fellowship Hall
Kis-n-Greens Alden
Chapel

Tuesday, June 3, 2025

Event Time
Elma Office Hours 10:00am - 3:00pm
NA Meeting 7:00pm

Location
Lancaster Office
Fellowship Hall

Wednesday, June 4, 2025

Event Time
Church Office Hours 10:00am - 3:00pm

Location
Church Office

Thursday, June 5, 2025

Event Time
Church Office Hours 10:00am - 3:00pm

Location
Church Office

Saturday, June 7, 2025

Event Time
In Person Service 5:30pm

Location
Chapel

Sunday, June 8, 2025

Event Time
Pentecost

In Person/ Online Service 10:00am
Sunday School 10:00am
Worship & Music 11:00am
Committee

Property & Grounds 11:30am

Location

Sanctuary
Sunday School Room




Youth Party

Let’s welcome summertime in'

6‘"-12'" Grade

Fun & Games Inside and Outdoors
New Youth Room +
Food and‘Beverages Provided

Seniors RSVP to Kelly (716-868-3023)"
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St. John’s Lutheran, 55 Pleasant Ave, Lancaster



MISSION STATEMENT
St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church provides
an inviting environment for spreading God’s Word
through worship, teaching, and fellowship to address
the spiritual needs of our congregation and community.
Open - Inviting - Alive in Christ!

Pastor Rev. Jamie Retallack (716-848-9683)
Pastors Emeriti -Rev. John Swanson -Rev. John Scarafia
Vicar Teresa J. O’Connor
St. John'’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
55 Pleasant Avenue, Lancaster, NY 14086
Office 683-8972 (Mon-Wed-Thurs 10am-3pm)
www.stjohnslanc.org
stjohnslancaster55@gmail.com

Congregation Council
Janet Sincebaugh (President)
Carol Graham (Vice-President)
Karen McClintock (Secretary)
Kathryn Snyder (Treasurer)

Pauline Bauer Jeff Miller
Sam Gierlinger Rich Rice
RaeAnn Jakubowski Paul Rudz
Jamie Kloc Kelly Sieracki
Marjorie Kruger

Printed/projected materials used in this bulletin are included by permission of licenses:
Worship elements: From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All
rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License

#SAS000634 and Music: One License #A-740145. All rights reserved.

Bible Passages unless otherwise noted: New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition
(NRSVUE) Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States
of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.




