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13th Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, August 23, 2026

The Prelude
The Greetings

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
whose compassion endures forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence for Prayer & Confession

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot
free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy
and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In
Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy
burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, + Son, and
Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. Amen.



Opening Hymn ACS 979
Making Their Way
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the great-est with the least have come to share this feast.
they seek our God to know, and so to-geth-er grow.
to - geth-er we will come to our e - ter-nal home.

Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939
Music: KOMT NU MET ZANG, A. Valerius, Nederlandtsch Gedenckclank, 1626

Text © 2011 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under One License #A-740145. All rights reserved.

The Prayer of the Day

O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the
rock of our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of
your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



The First Reading: Isaiah 51:1-6

Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness,
you who seek the Lord.

Look to the rock from which you were hewn
and to the quarry from which you were dug.
Look to Abraham your father
and to Sarah, who bore you,
for he was but one when I called him,
but I blessed him and made him many.
For the Lord will comfort Zion;
he will comfort all her waste places
and will make her wilderness like Eden,
her desert like the garden of the Lord;
joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song.
Listen to me, my people,
and give heed to me, my nation,
for a teaching will go out from me
and my justice for a light to the peoples.

I will bring near my deliverance swiftly;
my salvation has gone out,
and my arms will rule the peoples; the coast-
lands wait for me, and for my arm they hope.
Lift up your eyes to the heavens
and look at the earth beneath,
for the heavens will vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment,
and those who live on it will die like gnats,
but my salvation will be forever,
and my deliverance will never be ended.

Thus 1s the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm 138 (NRSV)
Read Responsively

I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart;
before the gods I will sing your praise.

I will bow down toward your holy temple
and praise your name,
because of your steadfast love and faithfulness;
for you have glorified your name
and your word above all things.

When I called, you answered me;
you increased my strength within me.

All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O Lord,
when they have heard the words of your mouth.

They will sing of the ways of the Lord,
that great is the glory of the Lord.

The Lord is high, yet cares for the lowly,
perceiving the haughty from afar.

Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe;
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies;
your right hand shall save me.

You will make good your purpose for me;
O Lord, your steadfast love endures forever;
do not abandon the works of your hands.



The Second Reading
Romans 12:1-8

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of
God’s mercy, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy
and acceptable to God, which 1s your reasonable act of wor-
ship. Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the
renewing of the mind, so that you may discern what 1s the will of
God—what 1s good and acceptable and perfect.

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to
think of yourself more highly than you ought to think but to
think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of
faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many
members and not all the members have the same function, so we,
who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are
members one of another. We have gifts that differ according to
the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry,
in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the encourager, in en-
couragement; the giver, in sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the
compassionate, in cheerfulness.

This 1s the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
The Alleluia
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al - le - Tu - ia.



The Gospel Reading
Matthew 16:13-20

Glory to you, O God.

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he
asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man
1s?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist but others Eljjah
and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to
them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered,
“You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus an-
swered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh
and blood has not revealed this to you but my Father in heav-
en. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my
church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I will
give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose
on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he sternly ordered the
disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

This 1s the Word of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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The Sermon
Pastor Jamie Retallack



Hymn of the Day LBW 294

My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less
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On Christ, the sol -id  rock, [ stand;all oth-er ground is  sink - ing sand.

Text: Edward Mote, 17971874, alt.
Music: MELITA, John B. Dykes, 1823-1876

Prayer Shawl Blessing



The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of the Church
Merciful God, receive our prayer.
Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised.

All this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Sharing of the Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.



The Offering

The Offering Music

The Offertory Hymn
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1 Ac-cept, O Lord, the gifts we bring to placeup-on your ta - ble.
2 The vines were plant - ed, seeds were sown. They grew in your good plea-sure.
3 Ourhopes and dreams,our toils and cares we lift in prayer be - fore you.
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We do not wor - ship as we oughtbut on - ly as we're a - ble.

What once was com - mon, dail -y food be-comes a ho-ly trea-sure.
Lord, by your grace now cometo us, as hum-bly we a - dore you.

Text: Beth Bergeron Folkemer, b. 1957

%%i:lé F&%iﬁgﬁﬁé Iﬁilfréfsngmh folk tune Reprinted with permission under One License #A-740145. All rights reserved.

The Offertory Prayer

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take
heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste
your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit
abiding with us now and forever. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.



The Preface

It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took the bread, and
after giving thanks He broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take
and eat; this 1s my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, poured out
for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

The Invitation

The Lamb of God
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grant us peace, grant us peace.

Communion Music
LBW 212, WOV 709




The Communion Blessing

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you 1n his grace. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory;
forever and ever. Amen.

The Sending Prayer

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our
hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us
that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as
you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.

The Benediction



Sending Hymn

WOV 755

We All Are One in Mission
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I We all are one in mis - sion; we all are one in call,
2 We all are called for ser - vice, to wit-ness in God’s name.
3 Now let us be u - nit - ed, and let our song be heard.
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so ev-ry folk and na - tion may feel God’swarm em - brace.
our var-ied gifts u - nit - ed by Christ,the Lord of all.

Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955

Music: KUORTANE, Finnish folk tune  Reprinted with permission under One License #A-

740145. All rights reserved.

Text © 1986 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

The Sending

Heaven has come near.

Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.




The People of St. John’s Welcome You for Worship Today!

If you would like a pastoral visit for any reason, please call the office
or call Pastor directly on his cell @ (716) 848-9683.

Office Hours:
St John’s Lancaster M, W, Th 10am-3pm.
St John’s Elma Tuesdays 10am-3pm.

One CallNow: If you arenotrecerving “ tobo’ calls but would like to, please notify
the office with the best phone number we can use to reach you. Thank you.

Altar Guild: John & Nancy Scarafia
Deacon: RaeAnn Jakubowski
Ushers: Linda Costa & Kathy Burr

QR Code for Offering

Using your camera app you can scan the
QR code to go to St. John’s donation
page where you can make a one-time or re-
curring offering! Thank you for giving!

Offering Quarterly Statements available upon request.
8/16/2026 If you would like to receive quarterly
$1786.79 statements by mail, please let the office know.

GOT SNEAKERS??? Guiding Eyes for the Blind is having a sneaker

drive. If you would like to help, please bring in your used/old sneakers and
deposit them in the receptacle in the Fellowship Hall. Thank you!




BOOK CLUB
Please join us at the Conference Table downstairs in the
Chapel Hall at St. John’s Lancaster (using the ramp entrance)
on Wednesday, August 26th at 2:30 PM to discuss the novel,
THEO OF GOLDEN, by Allen Levi.

September Women’s lunch/fellowship —
09/09/2026 (@ 11:30 am (@ St. John’s Lancaster

Our monthly lunch will be at St. John’s Lancaster in the Fellowship Hall.
Use the ramp to enter. Everyone is bringing their own lunch.

We want to use this lunch to discuss our next service project. We are lean-
ing towards school supplies for a local school and The Teacher’s Desk

which allows teachers from any district to go and get supplies they need.

Looking forward to the fellowship and ironing out the details. We will al-
so discuss how/if we want to continue our monthly breakfast/lunch going

forward. Please reach out to Kathy Snyder with any questions.

We lift up: Tom Morse, Jackie Wolfram, Dave, Sara Hermsmeyer, Arden
Kruger, Kelly R., Bryce, Mary Anne, Paul Rudz, Rob Webster, Jake, Glo-
ria Richards, Joshua B., Sean & Nick Roscoe, the Bompcyk family, Clare
Hotchkiss, Gary S., Mike, Melvinea, Kathy & Dave W., and the family &

friends of David Deutschlander.

Grape juice & gluten free wafers are available for Communion

Altar Flower Arrangements:
as of January 1, 2026, flower arrangements are $40 (for 2).
Available Flower Dates: August 30; Sept 6, 13, 20, 27




Poppi’s Pantry is serving this congregation and residents of the Lancas-
ter Towers the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month from 11-2. Kindly
consider donating time to help. There is a sign-up sheet on the door to the
pantry. Thank you!

Poppi’s Pantry As we settle into our larger Pantry, we need more help
than ever to fill the shelves. Anything you can give is greatly appreciated.
Most needed: cereal, ready-to-eat meals (chili, stew, etc.), canned meats,
canned fruit, or anything sugar-free. Thank you so much for helping to
feed those who are experiencing food insecurity!

Ramp Fund The St John’s Lutheran Young Men association 1s
sponsoring a ramp fund to help offset costs incurred by the Rudz
family. We will be matching up to $3000 in donations to the fund.
Please use cash, money order, or check to St John’s Lutheran Church
Lancaster, marked ‘“Ramp” or noted somehow on an envelope.
Thank you very much & God Bless! LYMA

Thank you to all who made this season’s Prayer Shawl
Ministry happen: those who made the shawls, blankets, and
hats, and those who donated yarn and gift cards. The ministry 1s
ALWAYS in need of yarn, so donations are gratefully accepted
during office hours or on Sundays. Thank you!

Collecting Dash’s Register Receipts: Save your Dash’s re-
ceipts and deposit them in the boxes in the Sanctuary or the
Chapel to benefit Niagara Lutheran Health Services. Thank you!

Follow us on Facebook (@stjohnslancaster




This Week at-a-Glance

Event Time Location
Worship/Prayer Shawl Blessing 10:00am Sanctuary
Confirmation Class 11:15am

Event Time Location

Church Office Hours 10:00am- 3:00pm Church Office
Poppi's Pantry 11:00am- 2:00pm Downstairs Offc
Guiding Eyes 5:00pm- 7:30pm Fellowship Hall
LYMA Golf 5:15pm Kis-n-Greens Alden

Event Time Location
Council Meeting 7:00pm Chapel - Conference Area
NA Meeting 7:00pm Fellowship Hall

Event Time Location
Church Office Hours 10:00am- 3:00pm Church Office
Book Club 2:30pm Chapel - Conference Area

Event Time Location
Church Office Hours 10:00am- 3:00pm Church Office

Event Time Location
In Person Service 5:30pm Chapel

Event Time Location
In Person/ Online Service 10:00am Sanctuary

Baby Shower - Jackson 1:00pm- 5:00pm Fellowship Hall




MISSION STATEMENT
St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church provides
an inviting environment for spreading God’s Word
through worship, teaching, and fellowship to address
the spiritual needs of our congregation and community.
Open - Inviting - Alive in Christ!

Pastor Rev. Jamie Retallack (716-848-9683)
Pastors Emeriti -Rev. John Swanson -Rev. John Scarafia
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
55 Pleasant Avenue, Lancaster, NY 14086
Office 683-8972 (Mon-Wed-Thurs 10am-3pm)
www.stjohnslanc.org
stjohnslancaster55@gmail.com

Congregation Council
Janet Sincebaugh (President)
Carol Graham (Vice-President)
Karen McClintock (Secretary)
Kathryn Snyder (Treasurer)

Pauline Bauer Jeff Miller
Tom Frost Rich Rice
Sam Gierlinger Paul Rudz
RaeAnn Jakubowski Kelly Sieracki
Marjorie Kruger

Printed/projected materials used in this bulletin are included by permission of licenses:
Worship elements: From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All
rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License

#SAS000634 and Music: One License #A-740145. All rights reserved.

Bible Passages unless otherwise noted: New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition
(NRSVUE) Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States
of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.




Prayers of Intercession

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the
church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 4 brief silence.

God, our rock, you are the foundation on which the church is
built. Strengthen and encourage your faithful people everywhere
they gather, that they boldly proclaim your word of life to all the
world. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You spoke and all creation came into being. Field and forest,
wetland and wilderness—all reveal your glory. Sustain and nour-
ish your creation (local areas of ecological concern may be
named). Teach us to be wise stewards of all you have made.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You bring deliverance to nations and peoples. Come to the aid of
nations experiencing war, conflict, disease, famine, and disaster
(especially). Guide the work of relief agencies and peacemaking
organizations. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You regard the lowly and hear us when we cry out to you. Be
present among all who struggle with addiction, housing insecuri-
ty, incarceration, and mental illness, that they know they are not
alone. Hear our prayers for all in need this day (especially Tom
Morse, Jackie Wolfram, Dave, Sara Hermsmeyer, Arden Kruger,
Kelly R., Bryce, Mary Anne, Paul Rudz, Rob Webster, Jake,
Gloria Richards, Joshua B., Sean & Nick Roscoe, the Bompcyk
family, Clare Hotchkiss, Gary S., Mike, Melvinea, Kathy &
Dave W., and the family & friends of David Deutschlander.).
Merciful God, receive our prayer.



You draw together people with differing gifts. Lift up the many
and varied gifts and talents of this congregation and strengthen
the bonds of fellowship that all may be united as the body of
Christ. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Your steadfast love endures forever. We give thanks for the faith-
ful who died in the hope of this promise. Strengthen us 1n faith
until the day we join them at your eternal banquet. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised.
All this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



