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4th Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, June 21, 2026

The Prelude
The Greetings

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
whose compassion endures forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence for Prayer & Confession

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot
free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy
and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In
Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy
burdens, and I will give you rest.”” In the name of God, Father, + Son, and
Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. Amen.



Opening Hymn LBW 242
Let the Whole Creation Cry
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1 Let the whole cre - a - tion cry, “Glo -ry to the Lord on high!”

2 War-riors fight - ing
3 Men and wom - en,

young and old,

for --- the- Lord; --preph-ets--burn-ing -- with- his word,
raise the an -them loud and bold,
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Heav’n and earth, a - wake and sing, “Praise him, our al- might-y king!”
those to whom the arts be-long add their voic-es to the song.
and let chil-dren’s hap - py hearts in  this wor-ship take their parts;
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Praise him, an - gel hosts a - bove, ev - er bright and fair in love;
Kings of knowl-edge and of to the glo-rious cir - cle draw;
from the north south-ern pole let the might-y cho-rus roll:
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sun and moon, lift up your voice; night and stars, in God re - joice.
all who work and all who wait, sing,“The Lord is good and great!”
“Ho-1ly, Ho-1ly, Ho-1ly One; glo-r1ry be to God a- lone!”
Text: Stopford A. Brooke, 1832-1916, alt.
Music: SALZBURG, Jakob Hintze, 1622-1702, adapt.
The Prayer of the Day

Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to
give and not to count the cost, to fight and not to heed the
wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to labor and not to
ask for reward, except that of knowing that we do your will,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



The First Reading
Jeremiah 20:7-13

O Lord, you have enticed me, and I was enticed;
you have overpowered me, and you have prevailed.
I have become a laughingstock
all day long; everyone mocks me.

For whenever I speak, I must cry out;

I must shout, “Violence and destruction!”

For the word of the Lord has become for me
a reproach and derision all day long.

If I say, “I will not mention him
or speak any more in his name,”
then within me there 1s something
like a burning fire shut up in my bones;

I am weary with holding it in, and I cannot.
For I hear many whispering: “Terror 1s all around!
Denounce him! Let us denounce him!”

All my close friends are watching for me to stumble.
“Perhaps he can be enticed, and we can prevail against him
and take our revenge on him.”

But the Lord is with me like a terrifying warrior;
therefore my persecutors will stumble, and they will not prevail.
They will be greatly shamed, for they will not succeed.
O Lord of hosts, you test the righteous;
you see the heart and the mind;
let me see your retribution upon them,
for to you I have committed my cause.

Sing to the Lord; praise the Lord!

For he has delivered the life of the needy
from the hands of evildoers.

This 1s the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm 69:7-10, 16-18 (NRSV)
Read Responsively

Surely, for your sake I have suffered reproach,
and shame has covered my face.

I have become a stranger to my own Kindred,
an alien to my mother’s children.

Zeal for your house has eaten me up;
the scorn of those who scorn you has fallen upon me.

I humbled myself with fasting,
but that was turned to my reproach.

Answer me, O Lord, for your love is kind;
In your great compassion, turn to me.

Hide not your face from your servant;
be swift and answer me, for I am in distress.

Draw near to me and redeem me;
because of my enemies deliver me.




The Second Reading
Romans 6:1b-11

Should we continue in sin in order that grace may increase? By
no means! How can we who died to sin go on living in 1t? Do
you not know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into his death? Therefore we were buried with
him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised
from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we also might walk
in newness of life.

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know
that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin
might be destroyed, so we might no longer be enslaved to
sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we died with
Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that
Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death
no longer has dominion over him. The death he died, he died to
sin once for all, but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you al-
so must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in
Christ Jesus.

This 1s the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
The Alleluia
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al - le - In - ia.



The Gospel Reading
Matthew 10:24-39

Glory to you, O God.

[Jesus said to the twelve:] “A disciple 1s not above the teacher
nor a slave above the master; it 1s enough for the disciple to be
like the teacher and the slave like the master. If they have called
the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they
malign those of his household!

“So have no fear of them, for nothing 1s covered up that will not
be uncovered and nothing secret that will not become
known. What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light, and what
you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. Do not fear
those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather, fear the
one who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two
sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the
ground apart from your Father. And even the hairs of your head
are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more value than
many Sparrows.

“Everyone, therefore, who acknowledges me before others, I al-
so will acknowledge before my Father in heaven, but whoever
denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in
heaven.

“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I
have not come to bring peace but a sword. For I have come to
set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother,
and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law, and one’s foes
will be members of one’s own household.



“Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of
me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not
worthy of me, and whoever does not take up the cross and fol-
low me is not worthy of me. Those who find their life will lose
it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The Sermon
Pastor Jamie Retallack

Hymn of the Day LBW 474

Children of the Heavenly Father
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Tryg - ga - re kan ing-en va-ra dn Gudslil - la bar - na-ska - ra,
I Chil - dren of the heav’n-ly Fa-ther safe-ly in his bo - som gath - er;
2 God  his own doth tend and nour-ish, in his ho - ly courts they flour - ish.
3 Nei - ther life nor death shall ev - er from the Lord his chil-dren sev - er;
4 Though he giv-eth or he tak-eth, God his chil-dren ne’er for - sak - eth;
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stjgr-nan ej pd him-la - fds - tet, fd-geln ej i kdn-da nds - tet.
nest - ling bird nor star in heav - en such a ref - uge e’er was giv - en.
From all e - vil things he spares them,in his might-y arms he bears them.
un - to them his grace he show - eth, and their sor-rows all he know - eth.
his the lov-ing pur-pose sole - ly to pre-serve them pure and ho - ly.

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870-1958

Music: TRYGGARE KAN INGEN VARA, Swedish folk tune
Text © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Reprinted with permission under One License #A-740145. All rights reserved.



The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of the Church
God of grace, hear our prayer.
Trusting you receive all our prayers,

we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers to you,
O God, through Jesus our Savior. Amen.

The Sharing of the Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.



The Offering

The Offering Music

The Offertory Hymn
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1 Ac-cept, O Lord, the gifts we bring to place up-on your ta - ble.
2 The vines were plant - ed, seeds were sown. They grew in your good plea-sure.
3 Ourhopes and dreams,our toils and cares we lift in prayer be - fore you.
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We do not wor - ship as we oughtbut on - ly as we’re a - ble.

What once was com - mon, dail -y food be-comes a ho -1ly trea-sure.
Lord, by your grace now cometo us, as hum-bly we a - dore you.

Text: Beth Bergeron Folkemer, b. 1957

%?:é ?&%ﬁﬁfg{sﬁtﬁé Iﬁgﬁé&lglwh folk tune Reprinted with permission under One License #A-740145. All rights reserved.

The Offertory Prayer

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take
heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste
your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit
abiding with us now and forever. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.



The Preface

It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and 1 all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took the
bread, and after giving thanks He broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this 1s my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it
for all to drink, saying: This cup i1s the new covenant in my
blood, poured out for you and for all people for the forgiveness

Words of Institution

of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

The Invitation

The Lamb of God
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Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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grant us peace, grant us peace.

Communion Music
LBW 212, WOV 709




The Communion Blessing

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you 1n his grace. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory;
forever and ever. Amen.

The Sending Prayer

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our
hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us
that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as
you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.

The Benediction



Sending Hymn

LBW 453

If You But Trust in God to Guide You
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1 If you but trust m God to guide you and place your
2 What gain is there in fu - tile weep - ing, in  help - less
3 In pa - tient trust a- wait  his lei - sure in cheer - ful
4 Sing, pray, and keep his ways un - swerv-ing, of - fer your
N |
/1 D N
N b ! 4
[ Fan)d p= 1l 7 e el =
\V ju N
U T1
con - fi-dence in  him, you’ll find him al - ways there be -
an - ger and  dis - tress? If you are in his care and
hope, with heart con - tent to take what-e’er your Fa - ther’s
ser - vice faith - ful - ly, and trust his word; though un - de -
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keep-ing, in sor-row will he love you less? For he who
plea- sure and all - dis - cern-ing love have sent; doubt not your
serv-ing, you’ll find his prom-ise true to be. God nev - er
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trust God’s change-less love  build on the rock that will not move.
took for you a Cross will bring you safe through ev - 'ry loss.
in - most wants are known to him who chose you for his own.
will for - sake in need the soul that trusts in him in - deed.

Text: Georg Neumark, 1621-1681; tr. composite, alt.
Music: WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT, Georg Neumark, 1621-1681

St. 2 text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

The Sending

Reprinted with permission under One License #A-740145. All rights reserved.

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!

Thanks be to God.



The People of St. John’s Welcome You for Worship Today!

If you would like a pastoral visit for any reason, please call the office
or call Pastor directly on his cell @ (716) 848-9683.

Altar Guild: Kathy Snyder
Deacon: Kathy Snyder
Ushers: Janet Sincebaugh & Rick Tomaszewski

QR Code for Offering

Using your camera app you can scan the
QR code to go to St. John’s donation
page where you can make a one-time or re-
curring offering! Thank you for giving!

Offering Quarterly Statements available upon request.
6/14/2026 If you would like to receive quarterly
$1752 statements by mail, please let the office know.
Altar Flower Arrangements:

as of January 1, 2026, flower arrangements are $40 (for 2).
Available Flower Dates: June 28, July 5, 19, 26

SAVE THE DATE

July 12 (@ Lancaster. A small reception will be held to honor
Pr. Jamie’s 15 year Ordination Anniversary

OneCallNow: Ifyou arenotreceiving ‘robo’” calls but would like to, please notify
the office with the best phone number we can use to reach you. Thank you.




B*I*N*G*0O

Join us on Friday, July 17th in the Fellowship Hall
for fun, fellowship and prizes! Free to play, and all ages
welcome! Doors open at 6:30pm - bingo starts at 7:00pm.
Bingo chips, drinks and snacks will be available
for anyone who doesn't bring their own!

Congregation Care Committee
will be meeting to cook on July 18th at 12:30pm.
We are usually done in about 2 hours. Please join us!
Everyone is welcome and all help 1s appreciated!

BOOK CLUB
Please join us at the Conference Table downstairs in the Chapel
Hall at St. John’s Lancaster (using the ramp entrance) on
Wednesday, July 22nd at 2:30 PM to discuss the historical novel
(based on a true story), WAYWARD GIRLS, by Susan Wiggs.

We lift up: Edna Mann, Tom Morse, Jackie Wolfram, Dave, Sara Herms-
meyer, Eoin Mast, Arden Kruger, Anna Hart, Kelly R., Bryce, Mary
Anne, Paul Rudz, Rob Webster, Jake, Gloria Richards, Susan Thaesler,
Judy Reynolds, Pastor Erik Hart, Cindy, and Joshua B.

GOT SNEAKERS??? Guiding Eyes for the Blind is having a sneaker
drive. If you would like to help, please bring in your used/old sneakers and
deposit them in the receptacle in the Fellowship Hall. Thank you!

Collecting Dash’s Register Receipts: Save your Dash’s re-
ceipts and deposit them in the boxes in the Sanctuary or the
Chapel to benefit Niagara Lutheran Health Services. Thank you!




Poppi’s Pantry is serving this congregation and residents of the Lancas-
ter Towers the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month from 11-2. Kindly
consider donating time to help. There is a sign-up sheet on the door to the
pantry. Thank you!

Poppi’s Pantry As we settle into our larger Pantry, we need more help
than ever to fill the shelves. Anything you can give is greatly appreciated.
Most needed: cereal, ready-to-eat meals (chili, stew, etc.), canned meats,
canned fruit, or anything sugar-free. Thank you so much for helping to
feed those who are experiencing food insecurity!

Women’s Fellowship Breakfast

Our monthly gathering will be breakfast on Wednesday, July 8th @
9:30am at Denny’s (@ 4757 Transit Rd. Please sign up by July 5th.

Grape juice & gluten free wafers are available for Communion

The women of St. John’s Lancaster and Elma want to say thank
you to everyone who donated socks! We were able to collect
222 pairs of socks (men’s, women’s & kid’s) in about a
month. All the socks will be taken to the Buffalo City Mission
for those in need. THANK YOU!

Office Hours:
St John’s Lancaster M, W, Th 10am-3pm.
St John’s Elma Tuesdays 10am-3pm.

Follow us on Facebook (@stjohnslancaster




This Week at-a-Glance

Sunday, June 21, 2026

Event Time Location
In Person/ Online Service 10:00am Sanctuary
Coffee Hour 11:00am Memorial Lounge

Monday, June 22, 2026

Event Time Location

Church Office Hours 10:00am - 3:00pm Church Office
Poppi's Pantry 11:00am - 2:00pm Douwnstairs Offc
Guiding Eyes 5:00pm - 7:30pm Fellowship Hall
Girl Scouts 6:00pm Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, June 23, 2026

Event Time Location
NA Meeting 7:00pm Fellowship Hall

Wednesday, June 24, 2026

Event Time Location

Court St Bike Bus 8:30am Parking Lot

Church Office Hours 10:00am - 3:00pm Church Office

Book Club 2:30pm Chapel - Conference Area

Thursday, June 25, 2026

Event Time Location

Church Office Hours 10:00am - 3:00pm Church Office

Saturday, June 27, 2026

Event Time Location
In Person Service 5:30pm Chapel

Sunday, June 28, 2026

Event Time Location

In Person/ Online Service 10:00am Sanctuary
Confirmation Class 11:15am




MISSION STATEMENT
St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church provides
an inviting environment for spreading God’s Word
through worship, teaching, and fellowship to address
the spiritual needs of our congregation and community.
Open - Inviting - Alive in Christ!

Pastor Rev. Jamie Retallack (716-848-9683)
Pastors Emeriti -Rev. John Swanson -Rev. John Scarafia
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
55 Pleasant Avenue, Lancaster, NY 14086
Office 683-8972 (Mon-Wed-Thurs 10am-3pm)
www.stjohnslanc.org
stjohnslancaster55@gmail.com

Congregation Council
Janet Sincebaugh (President)
Carol Graham (Vice-President)
Karen McClintock (Secretary)
Kathryn Snyder (Treasurer)

Pauline Bauer Jeff Miller
Tom Frost Rich Rice
Sam Gierlinger Paul Rudz
RaeAnn Jakubowski Kelly Sieracki
Marjorie Kruger

Printed/projected materials used in this bulletin are included by permission of licenses:
Worship elements: From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All
rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License

#SAS000634 and Music: One License #A-740145. All rights reserved.

Bible Passages unless otherwise noted: New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition
(NRSVUE) Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States
of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.




Prayers of Intercession

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit,
let us pray for the church and the needs of the world.

A brief silence.

Life-giving God, you have called your people to lose their lives
for Jesus’ sake. Strengthen your church to follow you in the face
of difficulty. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Creator God, you know every sparrow that falls to the ground.
Protect migrating birds, endangered species, and their natural
habitats. Empower us to care for your creation. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Sovereign God, you call us to act justly and love mercy. Protect
those with marginalized identities to whom we have not shown
the abounding love of Jesus. Bring an end to oppression and big-
otry in all forms. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Sustaining God, you promise to provide for us. Help those living
with disability. Comfort those experiencing any sort of illness or
suffering (especially Edna Mann, Tom Morse, Jackie Wolfram,
Dave, Sara Hermsmeyer, Eoin Mast, Arden Kruger, Anna Hart,
Kelly R., Bryce, Mary Anne, Paul Rudz, Rob Webster, Jake,
Gloria Richards, Susan Thaesler, Judy Reynolds, Pastor Erik
Hart, Cindy, and Joshua B.). God of grace,

hear our prayer.



Empowering God, strengthen us to live out our diverse callings.
We pray especially for fathers and father figures, that they show
your compassion and care. We pray for all for whom this day is
difficult or painful. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Faithful God, we give thanks for saints (like Onesimos Nesib)
who have claimed their baptismal promises. May we follow their
example of faith and service. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken
and unspoken prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior.
Amen.



