Welcome to St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Lancaster
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Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Sunday, February 1, 2026

The Prelude
The Greetings
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Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
the Creator of heaven and earth,
the Word who spoke life into being,
the Wind stirring the waters. Amen.

Let us turn m confession to the one who knows us completely.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Mighty God, lover of justice,

you call us to life in community, but we have served our own interests
at the expense of our neighbors. We have sown deceit where honesty
was needed. We say the right words, but our hearts are far from you.
Turn us to seek your face. Knit us together and give us the mind of

Christ, that we may do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with you,
our God. Amen.

The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares:
Like a spring of water that never fails, God covers you in the righteousness
of Christ, and forgives your sin in + Jesus’ name. May the Spirit give you
strength to live for others, and bless you with the gift of peace. Amen.



Opening Hymn ELW 522
As We Gather at Your Table
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1 As we gath-er at your ta-ble, as we lis - ten to your word,
2 Turnour wor-ship in-to  wit-ness in the sac - ra - ment of life;
3 Gra-cious Spir-it, help us sum-mon oth-er guests to share that feast
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help us know, O God, your pres-ence; let our hearts and minds be  stirred.
send us forth to love and serve you, bring-ing peace where there is strife.
where tr1 - um-phant Love will wel-come those who had been last and least.
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Nour-ish us with sa-cred sto-ry till we claim it as our own;
Give us, Christ, your great com-pas-sion to for - give as you for - gave;
There no more will en - vy blind us nor will pride our peace de - stroy,
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teach us through this ho-ly ban-quet how to make Love’svic - try known.
may we still  be - hold your im - age in the world you died to save.
as we join with saintsand an-gels to re- peat the sound-ing joy.

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944 Reprinted with permission under One License #A-740145. All rights reserved.

Music: IN BABILONE, Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

The Prayer of the Day

Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your
kingdom to the lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a
hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving for
peace, that in our words and deeds the world may see the life
of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



The First Reading
Micah 6:1-8

Hear what the Lord says:
Rise, plead your case before the mountains,
and let the hills hear your voice.

Hear, you mountains, the case of the Lord,
and you enduring foundations of the earth,
for the Lord has a case against his people,
and he will contend with Israel.

“O my people, what have I done to you?

In what have I wearied you? Answer me!
For I brought you up from the land of Egypt
and redeemed you from the house of slavery,
and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.
O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised,
what Balaam son of Beor answered him,
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,
that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.”
“With what shall I come before the Lord
and bow myself before God on high?

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old?

Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousands of rivers of o1l?

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”
He has told you, O mortal, what is good,
and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice and to love kindness
and to walk humbly with your God?

This 1s the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 15
(Read Responsively)

Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle?
Who may abide upon your holy hill?

Those who lead a blameless life
and do what is right,
who speak the truth from their heart;

they do not slander with the tongue,
they do no evil to their friends;
they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor.

In their sight the wicked are rejected,
but they honor those who fear the Lord.
They have sworn upon their health
and do not take back their word.

They do not give their money in hope of gain,
nor do they take bribes against the innocent.
Those who do these things
shall never be overthrown.
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The Second Reading
1 Corinthians 1:18-31

For the message about the cross 1s foolishness to those who are perishing,
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written,

“I'will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”

Where 1s the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater
of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For
since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wis-
dom, God decided, through the foolishness of the proclamation, to save
those who believe. For Jews ask for signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but
we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness
to gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ
the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser
than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human

strength.

Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise
by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble
birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God
chose what is weak n the world to shame the strong; God chose what is
low and despised in the world, things that are not, to abolish things that
are, so that no one might boast in the presence of God. In contrast, God is
why you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and
righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in order that, as it 1s
written, “‘Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

This 1s the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



The Alleluia
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Al - le - Ju - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al - le - Tu - ia.
The Gospel Reading
Matthew 5:1-12
Glory to you, O God.

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat
down, his disciples came to him. And he began to speak and taught them,

saying:

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
“Blessed are those who mourmn, for they will be comforted.
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they will be filled.

“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness,
for theirs 1s the kingdom of heaven.

“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for
your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the
prophets who were before you.”

This 1s the Word of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.




The Sermon
Rev. Jamie Retallack
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Hymn of the Day ACS 1062
Build a Longer Table
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1 Build a long - er ta - ble, not a  high-er wall,
2 Build a saf - er ref - uge, not a larg - er jail;
3 Build a broad - er door - way, not a long - er fence.
4 When we lived as ex - 1iles, ref -u - gees a - broad,
Q ||DI i > i | ‘—I
f— — s
feed - ing those who hun - ger, mak - ing room for all.
where the weak find shel - ter, mer - cy will not fail.
Love pro - tects all peo - ple, spar - ing noO e€x - pense.
Christ be - came our door - way to the reign of God.
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Feast - ing to - geth - er, strang-er turns to friend,
For an - y place  where jus - tice is de - nied,
When we em - brace com - pas - sion more than fear,
So must our ta - bles wel - come those who roam.
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Christ breaks walls to piec - es; false di - vi-sions end.
Christ will breach the jail wall, free -ing all in - side.
Christ tears down our fenc - es: all are wel-come here.
None can be ex - clud - ed; all must find a home.

Text: David Bjorlin, b. 1984
Music: NOEL NOUVELET, French carol
Text © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under One License #A-740145. All rights reserved.



Prayers of Intercession

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church,
the whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

A brief silence.

God our wisdom, renew the church in the power of the Spirit, that it may
do justice, love kindness, live humbly, and boldly proclaim Christ cruci-
fied. We pray for social justice and humanitarian aid ministries (faith-
based organizations may be named). Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God our source, we honor you by caring wisely for your creation. We
pray for the health of old growth forests, ice caps, and ocean currents. Pre-

serve the diversity of life on earth. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

God our righteousness, raise up visionary leaders who serve with integrity
and respect human rights. Increase freedom in every nation. Protect edu-
cators, journalists, artists, and religious activists who are reviled for speak-
ing truth. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God our advocate, you give hope to all who suffer because of persecu-
tion, poverty, or war. Reunite separated families and bring orphaned chil-
dren to safety. Comfort any who grieve or suffer in any way (especially
Edna Mann, Tom Morse, Jackie Wolfram, Dave, Lee Babirad, Sara
Hermsmeyer, Eoin Mast, Arden Kruger, Jillian Graap, Anna Hart, Kelly
R., Bryce, Mary Anne, Paul Rudz, Rob Webster, Gloria, Jake, Judy, Rich-
ard Schmidt, the Simpson/Hall family, Jenny Gozdziak, and the family &
friends of Bill Kent). Merciful God,

receive our prayer.



God our blessing, we pray for the children and youth of this con-
gregation, and for parents, grandparents, mentors, teachers, and
youth ministers who model love for their neighbor and care for
others. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God our joy, we give thanks for the lives of those before us who
journeyed humbly with you. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers
us, we commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness
made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen.



The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of the Church
Merciful God, receive our prayer.
Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers

us, we commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness
made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen.

The Sharing of the Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.



The Offering

The Offering Music

The Offertory Hymn
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1 Ac-cept, O Lord, the gifts we bring to placeup-on your ta - ble.
2 The vines were plant - ed, seeds were sown. They grew in your good plea-sure.
in prayer be - fore you.

3 Our hopes and dreams, our toils

and cares we lift
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We do not wor - ship as we oughtbut on - ly as we’re a - ble.

What once was com - mon, dail -y food be-comes a ho - ly trea-sure.
a - dore you.

Lord, by your grace

Text: Beth Bergeron Folkemer, b. 1957
Music: BARBARA ALLEN, English folk tune

Text © 1990 Augsburg Fortress

now come to us, as

The Offertory Prayer

hum-bly we

Reprinted with permission under One License #A-740145. All rights reserved.

God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have
prepared for those who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness
of your mercy. Use what we have gathered to feed us with the reign of
God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.



The Preface

It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown
forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your
beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your
glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and

the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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The Sanctus
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Ho - ly, ho - 1y, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and
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might, heav - en and earth are full of your glo - ry.
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Ho- san - na in the high - est Bless - ed is he who
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the
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Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took the
bread, and after giving thanks He broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my
blood, poured out for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

The Invitation

The Lamb of God
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Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world;
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grant us peace, grant us peace.

Communion Music

LBW 212, WOV 709




The Communion Blessing

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray...

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory;
forever and ever. Amen.

The Sending Prayer

Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the
sacrament of his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send
us from this table with delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of
your love, and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

The Benediction



Sending Hymn LBW 383
Rise Up, O Saints of God!
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1 Rise wup, O saints of God! From vain am - bi - tions turn;
2 Speak out, O saints of God! De - spair en - gulfs earth’s frame;
3 Rise up, O saints of God! His king-dom’s task em - brace;
4 Give heed, O saints of God! Cre - a - tion cries In pain;
5 Com-mit your hearts to  seek the  paths which Christ has  trod
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Christ rose tri - um-phant that your hearts with no - bler zeal might burn.
as heirs of God’s bap - tis - mal grace, his word of hope pro - claim.
re - dress sin’s cru - el con - se-quence; give jus - tice larg - er place.

stretch forth your hand of heal-ing now, with love the weak sus - tain.
and quick-ened by the Spir-it’s pow’r, rise up, O saints of God!

Text: Norman O. Forness, b. 1936
Music: FESTAL SONG, William H. Walter, 1825-1893

Text © Norman O. Forness, admin. Augsburg Fortress
Reprinted with permission under One License #A-740145. All rights reserved.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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The Sending
Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.
Thanks be to God.



The People of St. John’s Welcome You for Worship Today!

If you would like a pastoral visit for any reason, please call the office
or call Pastor directly on his cell @ (716) 848-9683.

Office Hours:
St John’s Lancaster M, W, Th 10am-3pm.
St John’s Elma Tuesdays 10am-3pm.

Quarterly Statements are available upon request.
If you would like to receive quarterly statements
in the mail, please sign up, or let the office know.

OCTOBER 2025

Offering/Giving envelopes / Loose Income Offering
$2,584.00 amount needed each Sunday 1/18/2026
$2361.00

43 Sundays thru OCTOBER 25 $111,112.00

actual thru OCTOBER 2025 $94.775.75
difference -$16,336.25

QR Code for Offering

Using your camera app you can scan the N =
QR code to go to St. John’s donation h "
page where you can make a one-time or re- "F:
ofl
X

curring offering! Thank you for giving! E




Altar Flower Arrangements:
as of January 1, 2026, flower arrangements are $40 (for 2).

Available Flower Dates: Feb. 8, 15,22 Mar 1, 8, 15, 22, 29

Altar Guild: Sharon Walker & Carol Graham
Deacon: RaeAnn Jakubowski
Ushers: Greg Wildridge & Rick Tomaszewski

Grape juice & gluten free wafers are available for Communion

We lift up: Edna Mann, Tom Morse, Jackie Wolfram, Dave, Lee
Babirad, Sara Hermsmeyer, Eoin Mast, Arden Kruger, Jillian
Graap, Anna Hart, Kelly R., Bryce, Mary Anne, Paul Rudz, Rob
Webster, Gloria, Jake, Judy, Richard Schmidt, the Simpson/Hall
family, Jenny Gozdziak, and the family & friends of Bill Kent.

The Annual Congregational Meeting is rescheduled for
Sunday, February 1st, 2026, following the 10am worship service.
This year there are 3 incumbent seats, and 1 open seat for Council.
If you are interested in serving, you MUST contact Pastor or
Janet Sincebaugh. We look forward to your participation!

Women’s Group Lunch
will be at Olive Tree on Wed, Feb 11 at 11:30.
Please sign up by Feb 8.

BOOK CLUB: Please join us at the Conference Table
downstairs in the Chapel Hall at St. John’s Lancaster (using
the ramp entrance) on Wednesday, February 25th at 2:30 PM

The Five Wishes of Mr. Murray McBride by Joe Siple




YOUTH EVENTS

Feb. 8, 11:00 -2:00pm

“Bring a Friend to Brunch”
Wear your favorite Super Bowl at-
tire. Enjoy food and socializing with
friends. Games to follow (if time per-
mits). Please reply as to your favorite
juice to drink.

Flyers for can food / cereal drive will
be given out to youth for distribution.

Feb. 21, 9:00 — 11:00am

Can food drive for Poppi’s Pantry.
Youth to collect pantry donations.

Feb. 22, 11:00am — 2:00pm

Collect additional food drive donations.
Outdoor scavenger hunt...(let’s ex-
plore our village!) Snacks and bever-

ages provided. Dress appropriately for
weather.

Poppi’s Pantry is serving residents of the Lancaster Towers on
Mondays from 11-2. We are seeking volunteers to assist during this time.
Kindly consider donating time to help. There 1s a sign-up sheet on the

door to the pantry. Thank you!

Poppi’s Pantry is extremely grateful for all donations. If you are looking
for donation 1deas, you may want to consider: cereal/oatmeal, canned
meats (chicken, spam), canned meals (Hash, Dinty Moore stew), small
cans dog/cat food, pasta sauce (including Alfredo) and single serving pud-
ding and/or gelatin cups (including sugar free), Thank you!

One Call Now: One Call Now is the automated phone service we use
to make “‘robo calls’ to the congregation with closings, updates, event
information and general reminders. If you are not receiving calls
but would like to, please leave a note, send an email, or call the office
with the best phone number we can use to reach you. Thank you.
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FEBRUARY

20TH

7:00-9:00PM &

ST JOHNS FELLOWSHlﬁé‘.?." 5%
HALL . O

55 Pleasant Ave, Lancaster, ‘e
Free to come. Snacks and drinks provided., %

GREAT PRIZES!:
FUN FOR ALD




This Week at-a-Glance

Sunday, February 1, 2026

Event Time Location

Bible Study 9:00am Memorial Lounge
Joysingers 9:30am

In Person/ Online Service 10:00am Sanctuary
Sunday School 10:00am

Monday, February 2, 2026

Event Time Location
Church Office Hours 10:00am - 3:00pm Church Office
Girl Scouts 6:00pm Fellowship Hall
Chordsmen 7:30pm Chapel

Tuesday, February 3, 2026

Event Time Location
Quilters 9:30am Fellowship Hall
NA Meeting 7:00pm Fellowship Hall

Wednesday, February 4, 2026

Event Time Location
Church Office Hours 10:00am - 3:00pm Church Office

Thursday, February 5, 2026

Event Time Location

Church Office Hours 10:00am - 3:00pm Church Office

Bible Study 1:00pm Chapel - Conference Area
Handbell Practice 6:30pm Balcony

Choir Practice 7:30pm Choir Room

Saturday, February 7, 2026

Event Time Location

In Person Service 5:30pm Chapel
Sunday, February 8, 2026

Event Time Location

Bible Study 9:00am Memorial Lounge

Joysingers 9:30am

In Person/ Online Service 10:00am Sanctuary

Sunday School 10:00am

YOUTH: Brunch 11:00am - 2:00pm Fellowship Hall

Confirmation Class 11:15am

Property & Grounds 11:30am




MISSION STATEMENT
St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church provides
an inviting environment for spreading God’s Word
through worship, teaching, and fellowship to address
the spiritual needs of our congregation and community.
Open - Inviting - Alive in Christ!

Pastor Rev. Jamie Retallack (716-848-9683)
Pastors Emeriti -Rev. John Swanson -Rev. John Scarafia
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
55 Pleasant Avenue, Lancaster, NY 14086
Office 683-8972 (Mon-Wed-Thurs 10am-3pm)
www.stjohnslanc.org
stjohnslancaster55@gmail.com

Congregation Council
Janet Sincebaugh (President)
Carol Graham (Vice-President)
Karen McClintock (Secretary)
Kathryn Snyder (Treasurer)

Pauline Bauer Jeff Miller
Sam Gierlinger Rich Rice
RaeAnn Jakubowski Paul Rudz
Jamie Kloc Kelly Sieracki
Marjorie Kruger

Printed/projected materials used in this bulletin are included by permission of licenses:
Worship elements: From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All
rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License

#SAS000634 and Music: One License #A-740145. All rights reserved.

Bible Passages unless otherwise noted: New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition
(NRSVUE) Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States
of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.




