Welcome to St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Lancaster
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Sunday Worship

Rev. Jamie Retallack
716-848-9683






6th Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, July 5, 2026

The Prelude
The Greetings

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
source of hope 1n every nation, rest for the weary,
glory and peace to the ends of the earth. Amen

Let us bring every burden to God.
Silence for Prayer & Confession

God of all mercy, we have sinned against you, our neighbors, and your
creation. Within ourselves and our communities, our desire to do
what is good is at war with the evil that dwells in us. We lament the
evil that holds us captive. We repent of the evil we have done, and the
evil done on our behalf. Rescue us, forgive us, and restore us for lives
of compassion and courage through our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

All-merciful, Almighty God forgive you all your sins through the grace
of + Jesus Christ, and by the Spirit’s power strengthen you in doing what
1s good. Amen.



Opening Hymn LBW 439
What a Friend We Have in Jesus
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1 What a friend we have in Je - sus, all our sins and griefs to bear!
Have we tri - als and temp-ta - tions? Is there trou-ble an - y - where?

3 Are we weak and heav-y - lad - en, cum - bered with a load of care?
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What a priv-i-lege to car - ry ev - ’ry-thing to God in prayer!
We should nev-er be dis - cour-aged—take it to the Lord in prayer.
Pre - cious Sav-ior, still our ref - uge— take it to the Lord in prayer.
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Oh, what peace we of - ten for - feit; oh, what need-lesspain we bear—
Can we find a friend so faith - ful who will all our sor-rowsshare?
Do your friends de-spise, for-sake you? Take it to the Lord in prayer.
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all be-cause we do not car - ry ev - ry-thing to God in prayer!
Je - sus knows our ev-'ry weak - ness—take it to the Lord in prayer.
In  his arms he’ll take and shield you; you will find a so-lace there.

Text: Joseph Scriven, 1820-1886
Music: CONVERSE, Charles C. Converse, 1832—-1918

The Prayer of the Day

Lord of all the worlds, guide this nation by your Spirit to go forward
in justice and freedom. Give to all living in these lands the blessings of
well-being and harmony, but above all things give us faith in you, that
our nation may bring glory to your name and blessings to all peoples,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



The First Reading
Zechariah 9:9-12

Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!
See, your king comes to you;
triumphant and victorious is he,
humble and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the war horse from Jerusalem:;
and the battle bow shall be cut off,
and he shall command peace to the nations;
his dominion shall be from sea to sea
and from the River to the ends of the earth.

As for you also,
because of the blood of my covenant with you,
I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.
Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
today I declare that I will restore to you double.

This 1s the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.




Psalm 145:8-14
(NRSV)
Read Responsively

The Lord 1s gracious and full of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

Lord, you are good to all,
and your compassion is over all your works.

All your works shall praise you, O Lord,
and your faithful ones shall bless you.

They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom
and speak of your power,

that all people may know of your power
and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.

Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom;
your dominion endures throughout all ages.
You, Lord, are faithful in all your words,
and loving in all your works.

The Lord upholds all those who fall
and lifts up those who are bowed down




The Second Reading
Romans 7:15-25a

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I
want, but I do the very thing I hate. Now if I do what I do not
want, I agree that the law i1s good. But in fact it is no longer I
who do 1t but sin that dwells within me. For I know that the
good does not dwell within me, that 1s, in my flesh. For the de-
sire to do the good lies close at hand, but not the ability. For I do
not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I
do. Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it
but sin that dwells within me.

So I find 1t to be a law that, when I want to do what 1s good, evil
lies close at hand. For I delight in the law of God in my inmost
self, but I see in my members another law at war with the law of
my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my
members. Wretched person that I am! Who will rescue me from
this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our
Lord!

This 1s the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
The Alleluia
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Al - le - Iu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al - le - Iu - ia.



The Gospel Reading
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
Glory to you, O God.

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] “To what will I compare this genera-
tion? It 1s like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one an-
other, “We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and
you did not mourn.” “For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they
say, ‘He has a demon’; the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and
they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and
sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”

At that time Jesus said, I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent
and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious
will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one
knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the
Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

“Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and
I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am
gentle and humble 1n heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my
yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

This 1s the Word of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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The Sermon
Pastor Jamie Retallack




Hymn of the Day WOV 734

Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling

o — -
fi”\'ﬁ\ o » Bl i
~ . o —» 9
I Soft - ly and ten-der - ly Je-sus 18 call - ing, «call - mg for
2 Why should we tar - ry when Je - sus 18 plead-ing, plead - ing for
3 Oh, for the won-der - ful love he has prom-ised, prom-ised for
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you and for me. See, on the por - tals he’s wait-ing and watch-ing,
you and for me?  Why should we lin - ger and heed not his mer - cies,
you and for me! Though we have sinned,he has mer-cy and par- don,
Refrain
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watch-ing for you and for me.
mer - cies for you and for me? “Come home, come home!
par - don for you and for me.
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You who are wea-ry, come home.” Ear - nest-ly, ten-der - ly,
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Je-sus is call-ing, call-ing, “O  sin- ner, come home!”

Text: Will L. Thompson, 1847-1909
Music: THOMPSON, Will L. Thompson
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The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of the Church
God of grace, hear our prayer.

Into your mercy, O God, we entrust our restless hearts
and all our cares, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

The Sharing of the Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.



The Offering

The Offering Music

The Offertory Hymn
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1 Ac-cept, O Lord, the gifts we bring to place up-on your ta - ble.
2 The vines were plant - ed, seeds were sown. They grew in your good plea-sure.
3 Ourhopes and dreams,our toils and cares we lift in prayer be - fore you.
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We do not wor - ship as we oughtbut on - ly as we’re a - ble.
What once was com - mon, dail -y food be-comes a ho -1ly trea-sure.
Lord, by your grace now cometo us, as hum-bly we a - dore you.

Text: Beth Bergeron Folkemer, b. 1957

%?:é ?&%ﬁﬁfg{sﬁtﬁé Iﬁgﬁé&lglwh folk tune Reprinted with permission under One License #A-740145. All rights reserved.

The Offertory Prayer

Blessed are you, O God, for waves of grain and harvesters, fruitful vines
and winepresses, for our labor and our rest, for the gifts of your hand in
this land. Transform us and what we offer into the banquet of your

compassion, serving your love without limits through Jesus Christ, our
Savior. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.



The Preface

It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and 1 all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took the
bread, and after giving thanks He broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this 1s my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it
for all to drink, saying: This cup i1s the new covenant in my
blood, poured out for you and for all people for the forgiveness

Words of Institution

of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

The Invitation

The Lamb of God
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Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world;
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grant us peace, grant us peace.

Communion Music
LBW 212, WOV 709




The Communion Blessing

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Lord remember us in your kingdom
and teach us to pray...

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory;
forever and ever. Amen.

The Sending Prayer

We thank you, God of heaven and earth, that you fill our deepest
need with the very gift of Jesus Christ, broken and poured out
for us. Pour us out into a broken world. Channel our common
life toward the common good, following the way our Savior
leads us now and forever. Amen.

The Benediction



Sending Hymn LBW 475
Come, Gracious Spirit, Heavenly Dove
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I Come, gra - cious Spir - it, heav’n - ly dove, with  light and
2 The light of truth to us dis - play and  make us
3 Lead us to Christ, the liv - ing way, nor let us
4 Lead wus to heav’n, that we may share full - ness of
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com - fort from a - bove. Come, be our guard - ian
know  and choose your way; plant ho - ly fear in
from his pas - tures stray; lead us to ho - h -
joy for - ev - er there; lead us to our e -
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and our guide; oO’er ev - 'ty thought and step  pre - side.
ev - ry heart, that we from God may ne’er de - part.
ness, the road  that we must  take to dwell with God.
ter - nal rest, to be with  God for - ev - er  Dblest

Text: Simon Browne, 1680-1732, alt.
Music: WAREHAM, William Knapp, 1698-1768

Seek liberty and justice for all.

The Sending

Go in peace.

Thanks be to God.




The People of St. John’s Welcome You for Worship Today!

If you would like a pastoral visit for any reason, please call the office
or call Pastor directly on his cell @ (716) 848-9683.

Altar Guild: John & Amy Petrunyak
Deacon: Kathy Snyder
Ushers: Janet Sincebaugh & Rick Tomaszewski

OR Code for Offering E E‘" 5 E
5 Frd

Using your camera app you can scan the N =2
QR code to go to St. John’s donation

page where you can make a one-time or re- "F:
curring offering! Thank you for giving! E P
Offering Quarterly Statements available upon request.
6/28/2026 If you would like to receive quarterly
$2532.01 statements by mail, please let the office know.
Altar Flower Arrangements:

as of January 1, 2026, flower arrangements are $40 (for 2).
Available Flower Dates: July 19, 26; August 2, 9, 16, 23, 30

Reception will be held to honor Pr. Jamie’s 15 year Ordination Anniver-
sary: July 12 (@ Lancaster Fellowship Hall after 10am worship service.

The flowers on the altar today are in memory of
Deborah Marie Kaminski from her Dad, Stanley
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Join us on Friday, July 17th in the Fellowship Hall
for fun, fellowship and prizes! Free to play, and all ages
welcome! Doors open at 6:30pm - bingo starts at 7:00pm.
Bingo chips, drinks and snacks will be available
for anyone who doesn't bring their own!

Congregation Care Committee
has been cooking meals that are available to the congregation.
Help yourself or help a friend! You can pick up a meal from the freezer,
located in the fellowship hall, near the stage. Cooking dates are listed
on the church calendar. Feel free to join us for a few hours of
creating meals and enjoying fellowship!

Congregation Care Committee
will be meeting to cook on July 18th at 12:30pm.
We are usually done in about 2 hours. Please join us!
Everyone is welcome and all help 1s appreciated!

BOOK CLUB
Please join us at the Conference Table downstairs in the Chapel
Hall at St. John’s Lancaster (using the ramp entrance) on
Wednesday, July 22nd at 2:30 PM to discuss the historical novel
(based on a true story), WAY WARD GIRLS, by Susan Wiggs.

We lift up: Edna Mann, Tom Morse, Jackie Wolfram, Dave, Sara Herms-
meyer, Eon Mast, Arden Kruger, Anna Hart, Kelly R., Bryce, Mary Anne,
Paul Rudz, Rob Webster, Jake, Gloria Richards, Bob Higgins, Cindy, Josh-
ua B., Joann Thaesler, Marge Savash, Angie, David Deutschlander, and
Clare Hotchkiss



Poppi’s Pantry is serving this congregation and residents of the Lancas-
ter Towers the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month from 11-2. Kindly
consider donating time to help. There is a sign-up sheet on the door to the
pantry. Thank you!

Poppi’s Pantry As we settle into our larger Pantry, we need more help
than ever to fill the shelves. Anything you can give is greatly appreciated.
Most needed: cereal, ready-to-eat meals (chili, stew, etc.), canned meats,
canned fruit, or anything sugar-free. Thank you so much for helping to
feed those who are experiencing food insecurity!

Women’s Fellowship Breakfast monthly gathering will be breakfast
on Wed, July 8th @ 9:30am at Denny’s (@ 4757 Transit Rd.
Please sign up by July 5th.

Grape juice & gluten free wafers are available for Communion

The women of St. John’s Lancaster and Elma want to say thank
you to everyone who donated socks! We were able to collect
222 pairs of socks (men’s, women’s & kid’s) in about a
month. All the socks will be taken to the Buffalo City Mission
for those in need. THANK YOU!

Buffalo Bisons Lutheran Night @ Sahlen Field:
Friday, August 21st @ 6:35pm. See flyers for complete details.

If you would like to go as a group, contact Greg Wildridge @
gbwl101(@aol.com or 716-863-6763.

Follow us on Facebook (@stjohnslancaster




This Week at-a-Glance

Event Time Location Building / Room
In Person/ Online 10:00am Sanctuary
Service
Event Time Location Building / Room
Church Office Hours 10:00am - Church Office

3:00pm
LYMA Golf 5:15pm Kis-n-Greens Alden
Girl Scouts 6:00pm Fellowship Hall
Event Time Location Building / Room
NA Meeting 7:00pm Fellowship Hall
Event Time Location Building / Room
Women's Breakfast 9:30am Denny's @ 4757 Transit

Rd

Church Office Hours 10:00am - Church Office

3:00pm
Lancaster Garden Club 6:00pm Fellowship Hall
Event Time Location Building / Room
Church Office Hours 10:00am - Church Office

3:00pm
Event Time Location Building / Room
In Person Service 5:30pm Chape



MISSION STATEMENT
St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church provides
an inviting environment for spreading God’s Word
through worship, teaching, and fellowship to address
the spiritual needs of our congregation and community.
Open - Inviting - Alive in Christ!

Pastor Rev. Jamie Retallack (716-848-9683)
Pastors Emeriti -Rev. John Swanson -Rev. John Scarafia
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
55 Pleasant Avenue, Lancaster, NY 14086
Office 683-8972 (Mon-Wed-Thurs 10am-3pm)
www.stjohnslanc.org
stjohnslancaster55@gmail.com

Congregation Council
Janet Sincebaugh (President)
Carol Graham (Vice-President)
Karen McClintock (Secretary)
Kathryn Snyder (Treasurer)

Pauline Bauer Jeff Miller
Tom Frost Rich Rice
Sam Gierlinger Paul Rudz
RaeAnn Jakubowski Kelly Sieracki
Marjorie Kruger

Printed/projected materials used in this bulletin are included by permission of licenses:
Worship elements: From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All
rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License

#SAS000634 and Music: One License #A-740145. All rights reserved.

Bible Passages unless otherwise noted: New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition
(NRSVUE) Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States
of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.




Prayers of Intercession

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us
pray for the church, the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Gathering God, send your Spirit on the church you have called
out from every nation. Knit us together into one body and heal
the divisions we have caused. Overcome our timidity to witness
and act in the public square when your purpose is being thwart-
ed. Bless rostered and lay leaders with clarity and courage as
they center your people in the gospel. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

All your works praise you, O God. From the Arctic to the Carib-
bean, from the Atlantic to the western i1slands, these lands and
waters have sustained its peoples over many centuries. As we
take our part in creation’s praise, revive our wonder at what you
have fashioned, and enliven our will to ensure its health for fu-
ture generations. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Holy Trinity, you show us the splendor of diversity and the
beauty of unity in your own divine life. We come from many na-
tions with many languages; make us a united people that de-
lights in our many different gifts. As the United States of Ameri-
ca marks its declaration of independence, give those whom we
have entrusted with authority the spirit of wisdom, and curb eve-
ry abuse of that trust, so that both here and abroad, justice, hu-
mility, and peace may flourish. God of grace,

hear our prayer.



You are the Mother of exiles, O God. Extend your arms to all
who are tired, who live with poverty, the tempest-tossed, all who
yearn to breathe free. Embrace people seeking refuge; those in-
carcerated, detained, or disappeared; and neighbors fearing those
they once trusted. Give healing and hope to people in any op-
pression and need, especially these we name before you now
(Edna Mann, Tom Morse, Jackie Wolfram, Dave, Sara Herms-
meyer, Eoin Mast, Arden Kruger, Anna Hart, Kelly R., Bryce,
Mary Anne, Paul Rudz, Rob Webster, Jake, Gloria Richards, Bob
Higgins, Cindy, Joshua B., Joann Thaesler, Marge Savash, An-
gie, David Deutschlander, and Clare Hotchkiss). God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We remember before you those who have died in every genera-
tion: Jan Hus, executed for protesting the ecclesial system; Bene-
dict, teacher of a prayerful life; and those who have died ensur-
ing the freedoms of this country: people in the armed services,
peace officers, advocates, and activists. (Here specific names
may be mentioned.) Gather us, together with those who have
gone before us (especially), and with saints of every tribe and na-
tion, into the holy city you have prepared. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Into your mercy, O God, we entrust our restless hearts and all our
cares, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.



