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Ascension of Our Lord 
Saturday, May 16, 2026 

 
The Prelude  

 The Greetings 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God,  
the strength of our ancestors, the host of this meal,  

the builder of the city that is to come. Amen. 
 

If we have died with Christ, we will also live with Christ. 
Let us confess our sin to the one who is faithful. 

 
Silence for Prayer & Confession 

God our helper,  
we confess the many ways we have failed to live as your disciples. We 
have not finished what we began. We have feasted with friends but 
ignored strangers. We have been captivated by our possessions. Lift 
our burdens, gracious God. Refresh our hearts and forgive our sin. 
Raise us to the new life you have chosen for us in Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
There is rejoicing in heaven when sinners repent. Put your trust in these 
promises: God will never leave you or forsake you. You who were lost 
have been found. For the sake of  Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
Rejoice with the angels at this good news. Amen. 



 

 
Opening Hymn                                          WOV 719 

God Is Here! 
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The Prayer of the Day 
 
Almighty God, your only Son was taken into the heavens and in your 
presence intercedes for us. Receive us and our prayers for all the 
world, and in the end bring everything into your glory, through Jesus 
Christ, our Sovereign and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

The First Reading: Acts 1:1-11 
 

[Luke writes:] In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus 
began to do and teach until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after 
giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had 
chosen. After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many 
convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking 
about the kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered them not 
to leave Jerusalem but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” 
he said, “is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with water, 
but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 
 
So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time 
when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for 
you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own 
authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they 
were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 
sight. While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, 
suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, “Men of 
Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who 
has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as 
you saw him go into heaven. 

 
This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 



 

 

Psalm 47 
(Read Responsively) 

 
Clap your hands, all you peoples; 
shout to God with a joyful sound. 

 
For the Lord Most High is to be feared: 

a great king over all the earth, 
 

who subdues the peoples under us, 
and the nations under our feet; 

 
who chooses our inheritance for us, 

the pride of Jacob, whom God loves.  
 

God has gone up with a shout, 
the Lord with the sound of the ram’s horn. 

 
Sing praises to God, sing praises; 

sing praises to our king, sing praises.  
 

For God is king of all the earth; 
sing praises with a song. 

 
God reigns over the nations; 

God is enthroned on high. 
 

The nobles of the peoples have gathered  
as the people of the God of Abraham. 
The rulers of the earth belong to God,  

who is highly exalted  
 



 

 

The Second Reading 
Ephesians 1:15-23 

 
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the 
saints, and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I re-
member you in my prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Fa-
ther of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come 
to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may 
perceive what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches 
of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasura-
ble greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working 
of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ when he raised 
him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly plac-
es, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion and above 
every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to 
come. And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head 
over all things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who 
fills all in all.  

This is the Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 

The Alleluia 



 

 

The Gospel Reading 
Luke 24:44-53 

 
Glory to you, O God. 

 

[Jesus said to the eleven and those with them:] “These are my 
words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that every-
thing written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and 
the psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to un-
derstand the scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, 
that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the 
third day and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be 
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusa-
lem. You are witnesses of these things. And see, I am sending 
upon you what my Father promised, so stay here in the city until 
you have been clothed with power from on high.” 
 
Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, 
he blessed them. While he was blessing them, he withdrew from 
them and was carried up into heaven. And they worshiped him 
and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and they were continu-
ally in the temple blessing God. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 

The Sermon 
Pastor Jamie Retallack 



 

 

Hymn of the Day                                                            ELW 482 
I Come with Joy 
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The Sharing of the Peace  
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 

The Apostles’ Creed                                                          
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth.   

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.   
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

and born of the virgin Mary.   
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell.   

On the third day he rose again.   
He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

The Prayers of the Church 
 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers  
to proclaim the good news of new life to all the world,  

through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen. 



 

 

The Gathering of the Gifts 
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The Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

The Offertory Prayer 
 
Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will 
hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 
that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In 
the name of Jesus, Amen. 



 

 

The Invitation 

The Communion Blessing 
 

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

Words of  Institution 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took the bread, and 
after giving thanks He broke it, and gave it to his disciples,  saying: Take 
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, poured out for 
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

The Preface 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for 
the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, who, enthroned 
forever at your right hand, intercedes for us as our great high priest.  And 
so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and 
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and gather at 
your table: 



 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Lord remember us in your kingdom  
and teach us to pray… 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory;  
forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Benediction 

The Sending Prayer  
 
Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among 
us and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to 
anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to 
the nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 



 

 

Sending Hymn                                                               WOV 801 
Thine the Amen 

The Sending 
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 



 

 

The People of St. John’s Welcome You for Worship Today! 

 QR Code for Offering 

Using your camera app you can scan the 
QR code to go to St. John’s donation 

page where you can make a one-time or re-
curring offering! Thank you for giving! 

If you would like a pastoral visit for any reason, please call the office                  
or call Pastor directly on his cell  @ (716) 848-9683.   

Office Hours:  
St John’s Lancaster M, W, Th 10am-3pm. 

St John’s Elma Tuesdays 10am-3pm. 

Altar Flower Arrangements:                                                                                                         
as of  January 1, 2026, flower arrangements are $40 (for 2).                         

Available Flower Dates: May 24, 31; June 7, 14, 21, 28 

Altar Guild:  Kathy Snyder 
Deacon:  Kathy Konstabel 

Ushers:  Rick Tomaszewski & Linda Costa 

Quarterly Statements available upon request.                     
If you would like to receive quarterly                                  

statements by mail, please let the office know. 

Offering 
5/10/2026  
$ 2950.00 
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Poppi’s Pantry is serving this congregation and residents of the Lancas-
ter Towers  on Mondays from 11-2. We are seeking volunteers to assist 
during this time. Kindly consider donating time to help. There is a sign-up 
sheet on the door to the pantry. Thank you!  

BOOK CLUB 
Please join us at the Conference Table downstairs in the Chapel 

Hall at St. John’s Lancaster (using the ramp entrance) on 
Wednesday, May 20th at 2:30 PM to discuss the action-packed 

thriller, THE ASCENT by Adam Plantinga. 

B*I*N*G*O   

Join us on Friday, May 22 in the Fellowship Hall (Lancaster)                    
for fun, fellowship and prizes! Free to play, and all ages                          

welcome! Doors open at 6:30pm - bingo starts at 7:00pm.                    
Bingo chips, drinks and snacks will be available                                                 

for anyone who doesn't bring their own!  

Collecting Dash’s Register Receipts: Save your Dash’s re-
ceipts and deposit them in the boxes in the Sanctuary or the 

Chapel to benefit Niagara Lutheran Health Services. Thank you! 

First Communion will be on May 24th. There will be three first Com-
munion classes on May 7th, 14th, and 21st @ Lancaster @ 7pm.  First 
Communion is for anyone age 5th grade and up who has not yet re-
ceived first Communion. If you have kids who will be participating 
please let Pastor know.  

The next Women’s Fellowship Lunch is on June 10th @ 11:30am  
@ St. John’s Lancaster. Bring your own lunch. All are welcome! 



 

 

Poppi’s Pantry is extremely grateful for all donations. If you are looking 
for donation ideas, the pantry is in need of cereal, ready-to-eat soups 
and pasta sauces. You may also consider: canned meats (chicken, spam), 
canned meals (Hash, stew), canned fruit (sugar free too), and single serv-
ing pudding or gelatin cups (including sugar free),  Thank you!  

Follow us on Facebook @stjohnslancaster  

GOT SNEAKERS??? Guiding Eyes for the Blind is having a sneaker 
drive. If you would like to help, please bring in your used/old sneakers and 
deposit them in the receptacle in the Fellowship Hall. Thank you! 

We lift up: Edna Mann, Tom Morse, Jackie Wolfram, Dave, Sara Herms-
meyer, Eoin Mast, Arden Kruger, Anna Hart, Kelly R., Bryce, Mary 
Anne, Paul Rudz, Rob Webster, Jake, Gloria Richards, Susan Thaesler, 
Don Spanitz, Ron Richards, Janet, Gavin, and Judy Reynolds 

Poppi’s Pantry Will be closed on Memorial Day, May 25th, and will re-
open on Monday, June 8th. From that date forward, Poppi’s Pantry will 
be open the  2nd and 4th Mondays of the month from 11am-2pm. 

The Women of St. John’s Elma & Lancaster have been enjoying fellow-
ship over the past 2 years while breaking bread and wanted to find a way to 
give back to the community and show God’s love. 
 
Beginning in the month of May, both churches will be collecting NEW 
socks of all sizes, men, women, and children for the Buffalo City Mission. It 
is a basic need that many folks would appreciate. So next time you are out 
shopping or ordering online, please consider picking up a pair or two of new 
socks. We will have baskets available when you bring them to church.  
 
Our plan is to gather up all the new socks at our June fellowship/lunch and 
take to Buffalo City Mission. Please reach out to Kathy Snyder if you have 
any questions. Thank you! 



 

 

This Week at-a-Glance 



 

 



 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church provides  

an inviting environment for spreading God’s Word                         
through worship, teaching, and fellowship to address                            

the spiritual needs of our congregation and community.  
Open - Inviting - Alive in Christ! 

Pastor Rev. Jamie Retallack (716-848-9683) 
Pastors Emeriti -Rev. John Swanson -Rev. John Scarafia 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church  
55 Pleasant Avenue, Lancaster, NY 14086 

Office 683-8972 (Mon-Wed-Thurs 10am-3pm) 
www.stjohnslanc.org 

stjohnslancaster55@gmail.com 
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(NRSVUE) Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States 

of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
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rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
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Congregation Council 
Janet Sincebaugh (President) 

Carol Graham (Vice-President) 
Karen McClintock (Secretary) 

Kathryn Snyder (Treasurer) 
 Pauline Bauer 

Tom Frost                     
Sam Gierlinger 

RaeAnn Jakubowski 
Marjorie Kruger 

Jeff Miller 
Rich Rice 
Paul Rudz 

Kelly Sieracki 



 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem 
our broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 

 
A brief silence. 

 
Gracious God, your Son Jesus ascended to fill all time and space 
and is present with all people. By your Holy Spirit, lead your 
church and its leaders in faith, hope, and love, and in sharing the 
presence of Christ. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Majestic God, your Son Jesus entrusts his ministry to his follow-
ers to care for all you have created. Instill in us a commitment to 
sustainable ecological practices. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Almighty God, your Son Jesus sits at your right hand and rules the 
cosmos. Inspire national and local politicians to lead with equity 
and fairness, raise up advocates and activists for those seeking 
justice, and cultivate peace throughout the world. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Merciful God, your Son Jesus carries with him the scars of suffer-
ing as our wounded healer. Guide with your wisdom the work of 
surgeons, pharmacists, midwives, and all medical specialists, and 
bring your healing touch to all who are sick (especially Edna 
Mann, Tom Morse, Jackie Wolfram, Dave, Sara Hermsmeyer, 
Eoin Mast, Arden Kruger, Anna Hart, Kelly R., Bryce, Mary 
Anne, Paul Rudz, Rob Webster, Jake, Gloria Richards, Susan 
Thaesler, Don Spanitz, Ron Richards, Janet, Gavin and Judy 
Reynolds). Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 



 

 

 
Caring God, your Son Jesus reveals the depths of your love and 
gathers all people to himself. Accompany us in our work and 
play to make your presence known in all that we do. Merciful 
God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
Life-giving God, by his death and resurrection, your Son Jesus 
destroyed death forever. With thanksgiving we remember those 
who rest from the labors, assured of your promise of everlasting 
life. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer 
 
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim 
the good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, 
our risen Savior. Amen. 


